Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment Committee held 8th September 2009.  Cont’d.
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MINUTES
Meeting of:
Environment Committee

Date:
8th September 2009



Present:
Councillors:

S.E.
Hicks

(Chairman)





P.R.
Barlow






B.J.
Fleet






J.C.
Goodman







M.C.M.Lager






N.D.
Scales

Also in attendance:


Cllr.
S.J.
Goodfellow




APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Miss L. Barlow, N. 
Coughlan, Mrs P.M. Lee, Mrs K.E. Tearle and W.S. Tearle.
32.
MINUTES




RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the 




Environment Committee held 7th July 2009 be confirmed as 



a true record and signed by the Chairman.
33.
INTERESTS
Councillor M.C.M. Lager declared a personal interest in Minute 35 - Witham Park, as he is a Member of the Witham Park Management Advisory Group and a personal interest in Minute 41 – Local Framework Development Sub-Committee as he is a Member of the District Council’s Local Framework Development Board.
Councillor S.E. Hicks reminded Members that he is the Town Council representative on the Witham Park Management Advisory Group.
34.
QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no questions or statements from the member of the public present.
35.
WITHAM PARK

Councillor M.C.M. Lager had declared a personal interest.


A letter from the Witham Carnival Association was tabled along with an up-to-date list of Ranking of ‘outcomes’ for the proposed CHIP Fund Bid.


The Chairman welcomed Mrs Jenny Claydon, Braintree District Council, to the Meeting to give a presentation on her proposals for the Witham Park.

Mrs Claydon reported that the Heritage Lottery Bid had been unsuccessful and now it was necessary to secure funding elsewhere.  It was very important to obtain letters of support.  A misunderstanding regarding the CHIP Fund not supporting District Council initiatives was resolved as apparently the criteria is not to fund work to make good the District Council’s neglect.  Mrs Claydon explained that consequently some proposals had been removed from the list.  She questioned the Town Council’s concerns regarding the possibility of jeopardising the bid for the Project Manager’s post for the John Ray/River Walk and that as this is a new scheme certain aspects had still to be tested.  

Mrs Claydon explained that the Community Café, which would include public conveniences, was the priority project and fundamental to the park scheme as it would be the focus of activities.  She said that letters of support had been received from the principle of Maltings Academy, the Community Development Officer at the Academy’s Trust, 4Children’s Centre and a clinical psychiatrist, all recognising the enormous value this project would bring to all sections of the community.  

Mrs Claydon said that a second bid for £15,000 had been made to the Local Strategic Partnership for a ‘station’ on the fitness course but she was not overly confident of success as it was one of many applications for funding.  She added that an Awareness Event was being planned in conjunction with the Community Development Officer at the Academy’s Trust and the Primary Care Trust had promised funding for a sign at the entrance to the park, as many people appear to be unaware of its existence.

Mrs Claydon said that a third bid would be made to the Playbuilder Funding for imaginative play equipment for 8 – 13 year olds.  The play equipment in the park for under 8’s is getting old and the District Council is proposing to spend £45,000 towards its replacement and she hoped that the Town Council would also be able to make a contribution.

It was explained that play equipment comes under the auspices of the Community Committee and at its next Meeting projects would be considered for funding however no firm commitment could be made until after the recommendations made by the Estimates Sub-Committee had been agreed by Town Council in January 2010.


Members were concerned that sufficient space is left to ensure that the carnival remains viable but were mindful that the carnival is for a limited time only and the park needs to be a community asset throughout the year.


In answer to a question, Mrs Claydon explained that in addition to providing toilet facilities at the café, that could be accessed even when the café is shut, it was also proposed to provide public conveniences near the west entrance of the park.  She understood Members’ concerns regarding the necessity to secure the park at night but she gave the assurance that the community café would be shuttered at night to prevent vandalism.

Concern was expressed that the original application for funding should not be jeopardised.  A proposal was therefore made to write a letter of support for the Park Project and that Mrs Claydon be asked to work with the Carnival Association to achieve a satisfactory compromise.





RESOLVED  That a letter of support for the Park Project 




be written and that Mrs Claydon be asked to work with the 




Witham Carnival Association to achieve a satisfactory 




compromise in order to address the Association’s concerns.

The Chairman thanked Mrs Claydon for her attendance at the Meeting.
36.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.

Members were concerned that it is not an offence to park on the pavement and it was pointed out that this matter is on the Community Committee Agenda under Police Liaison for discussion with Inspector Pitcher at the Meeting to be held on Monday, 14th September 2009.  






RESOLVED  That the Town Clerk’s Report on matters 




arising was received.


Councillor S.J. Goodfellow left the Meeting.
37.
PEDESTRIAN FOOTBRIDGE

A letter of explanation from Essex County Council regarding Section 106 Funding was received.

Councillor P.R. Barlow, who had first raised this issue, considered that further explanation was required as he was concerned that outstanding Section 106 money was still available but had not been identified.


It was agreed that a letter seeking further information regarding outstanding Section 106 money, particularly in relation to Maltings Lane and Riverside Park, should be sent to Essex County Council.






RESOLVED  That the letter be received and further 




information sought regarding outstanding Section 106 




money.

Councillor P.R. Barlow the left the Meeting.
38.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the Meetings of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 7th and 21st July, 3rd and 17th August and 1st September 2009 were received.





RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received.
39.
RIVER WALK AND WHETMEAD MANAGEMENT WORKING GROUP
(a) Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting of the River Walk and Whetmead Management Working Group held 11th August 2009 were received.





RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received.
(b)
Seats and Litter Bins

The Town Clerk explained that as the Town Council wished to seek a Green Flag Award for the River Walk it would be necessary to consider replacing seats and litter bins.  She said that a survey would be carried out if the principle was agreed.





RESOLVED  That the principle of replacing old seats and 




bins on the River Walk be agreed and the financial 





implications considered once the survey had been 





completed.
40.
SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING FOR SHOP FRONTS

A report was received concerning supplementary planning for shop fronts.

Members agreed that the logical option to consider supplementary planning would be by the proposed Local Development Framework Sub-Committee.






RESOLVED  That the report be received and the Local 




Development Framework Sub-Committee be asked to 




consider supplementary planning for shop fronts as part of 




its remit.
41.
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK SUB-COMMITTEE

Councillor M.C.M. Lager had declared a personal interest.


Members were asked to consider the appointment of a Local Development Framework Sub-Committee to advise, monitor, report and make recommendations in relation to the Local Development Framework. The importance of basing supplementary guidance on planning grounds to ensure that it is adopted was stressed.

Councillors B.J. Fleet and N.D. Scales agreed to be part of the Sub-Committee and Members suggested that Councillors P.R. Barlow and P.A. Heath might also wish to be involved.





RESOLVED  That Councillors B.J. Fleet and N.D. Scales 




be part of the Local Development Framework Sub-





Committee and that Councillors P.R. Barlow and P.A. 




Heath be asked if they would wish to be involved as well.
42.
A FUTURE FOR OUR TOWN


The following reports were received –
· Report for Environment Committee
· Supplementary Report

· Budget Implications.

It was agreed that outstanding issues as identified in the initial report should be 
completed.


Members turned their attention to road signs and were informed that the District 
Council would consider all requests for replacement street naming plates.  It was 
agreed that Members would report all signs that require attention and that refuse 
collectors and postmen should also be asked to report any problems.  The Town 
Clerk reported that the new ‘Welcome to Witham’ signs were still unforthcoming 
despite a reminder and she would speak again to Essex County Council.


Members then turned their attention to vehicles parked on the pavement and the 
damage caused.  Various solutions were suggested including the possibility of a 
bye law.  Members were informed that the worst area for badly maintained 
footways is on the Courts Estate and these had been identified to Essex County 
Council.  It was agreed that Members should identify badly maintained footways 
in their own Ward and report to the Town Hall.





RESOLVED  That the reports be received and the budget 




proposals adopted to go forward as bids at the next 





Meeting.




RESOLVED  That Members be asked to identify street 




names signs that need replacing.




RESOLVED  That the District Council be asked if refuse 




collectors could identify street name signs that need 





replacing.





RESOLVED  That a letter be sent to Royal Mail asking if 




the postmen would pass on details of street name signs that 




need replacing.





RESOLVED  That Members be asked to identify badly 




maintained footways that require repair.
43.
STREET NAMING PLATES

This matter had been dealt with at Minute 42.
44.
FOOTWAYS


This matter had been dealt with at Minute 42.
45.
JUNCTION PROTECTION

(a) Gershwin Boulevard

Councillor Mrs P.M. Lee had proposed that the junctions in Gershwin Boulevard from the beginning to Maltings Lane require junction protection.




RESOLVED  That the request for junction protection be 



forwarded to Essex County Council for consideration.
(b) Cressing Road

A letter was received from Mr B.J. Stracey concerning junction protection at the access to residents’ parking to the rear of their properties.  Members agreed that junction protection was required.



RESOLVED  That the letter be received and Essex County 


Council asked to provide junction protection at that 




location.
Councillor N.D. Scales left the Meeting.

46.
PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS


A report was received regarding the perceived lack of pedestrian crossings in Witham.

Members agreed to respond as per the advice in the report.





RESOLVED  That the email be received and a response 



sent explaining that whilst the Town Council appreciates 



the problem the cost of such crossings is high and schemes 



can only be introduced in stages.
47.
WITHAM AREA PARTNERSHIP SCHEME


A report was received from Essex County Council giving an update on the Witham Area Partnership Scheme.


Members were interested to note the success of the scheme to date and that two thirds of the money available had already been allocated.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
48.
WORKS TO BRIDGE IN GUITHAVON ROAD


Information was received regarding the diversion of pedestrians across the River Walk when the bridge in Guithavon Road is replaced.


The Town Clerk reported that mature trees adjacent to the River Walk would need to be felled and it was agreed that the Town Council should insist that they are replaced with mature trees and equally if they fail, they too should be replaced.





RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
49.
PROPOSED PARKING RESTRICTIONS IN ALBERT ROAD, WITHAM

Proposed parking restrictions for Albert Road, Witham were received.




RESOLVED  That the proposed parking restrictions be 


received and noted.
50.
MALTINGS LANE FORUM 

Notes from the Maltings Lane Forum held 22nd July 2009 were received.




RESOLVED  That the Notes be received and noted.
51.
RAIL TRAIL


A report was received and an email tabled concerning the proposed route to extend the cyclepath.


The Town Clerk advised that it would not be appropriate to consider other routes 
whilst the District Council is already considering the viability of an alternative 
route as proposed by the Town Council and SUSTRANS.  She said that she would 
contact officers to find out the current position and append as a footnote to these 
Minutes.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and District 


Council’s comments awaited. 


EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED  That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meeting) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of Business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest.

52.
CYCLE WAY MARKER POSTS

A report was received concerning the costs of the replacement cycle way marker post.

Members agreed that the replacement post at a cost of £280.00 should be purchased and SUSTRANS asked to make a contribution to these costs.





RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its powers 




under Section 19(a) of the Local Government 





(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, authorises the 




purchase of signage at a cost of £280.00 and SUSTRANS 




asked to make a contribution to these costs.
53.
CCTV


(a)
EXTENSION TO CCTV SYSTEM


A report was received concerning the extension of the CCTV system to the area of the railway station.


Members agreed the quotation and for the work to be undertaken.






RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its powers 




under Section 5of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 





authorises the purchase and installation of the extension of 




the CCTV system to the area of the railway station at a cost 



of £36,498.19.

(b)
ANPR


A report was received.





RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
54.
STREET LIGHTING CONTRACTOR


A report was received concerning the proposed change of the street lighting contractor.

The Town Clerk explained that the proposed contractor, Southern Electrical Contracting, is used by Greenfields Community Housing and is recommended by the Lighting Consultant to Braintree District Council.  Members agreed to the change of contractor.





RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its powers 




under the Parish Council Act 1957 Section 3(1)(b) should 




incur the following expenditure of £2,960 the cost of 




maintenance of the Town Council street lights and 





£1,565.10 for the electrical testing that is now due.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and the change 




of street lighting contractor to Southern Electrical 





Contracting be approved and the contract signed.
55.
PUBLIC DOMAIN

Members agreed that Minutes 52 – Cycle Way Marker Post, 53(a) – Extension to CCTV system and 54 - Street Lighting Contractor, discussed in Private Session, should be moved into the Public Domain.






RESOLVED  That Minutes 52 – Cycle Way Marker Post, 




53(a) – Extension to CCTV system and 54 - Street Lighting 



Contractor, discussed in Private Session, be moved into the 




Public Domain.


There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.37 p.m.

Councillor S.E. Hicks

Chairman






AH/GK/11.9.2009
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�  It is understood that the first sign will shortly be erected by the Developers of Maltings Lane Estate and then the design will be adjusted for the Flora Road sign, this will give Members an opportunity to comment before the order is placed.


�  News is still awaited regarding the viability of the proposed extension to the cyclepath on the Rail Trail. 






