Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee held 21.07.2009.  Continued.
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MINUTES
Meeting of:
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Date:
Tuesday, 21st July 2009



Present:
Councillors:
Mrs
J.M.
Money

(Chairman)





Miss
L.
Barlow






Mrs
P.A.
Brunton






S.J.
Goodfellow






J.C.
Goodman







S.E.
Hicks



Mrs
P.M.
Lee





W.S.
Tearle


Also in attendance:
Councillors
P.R.
Barlow





M.C.M.Lager

APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors B.J. Fleet and P.A. Heath.
19.
MINUTES




RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the 




Community Committee held 26th May 2009 be confirmed 




as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
20.
INTERESTS
Councillor Miss L. Barlow declared a personal interest in Minute 23 – Secondary Education in Witham, as she is a governor at the New Rickstones Academy and a personal interest in Minute 24 – Witham Replacement Pool as she is a Member of the Braintree District Council’s Witham Local Committee that has already commented on the proposed pool.
Councillor S.J. Goodfellow declared a personal interest in Minute 23 – Secondary Education in Witham, as his wife works at the New Rickstones Academy.

Councillor M.C.M. Lager declared a personal interest in Minute 24 – Witham Replacement Pool as he is a Member of Braintree District Council involved in the decision making process regarding the pool and a personal interest in Minute 27 – A Future for our Town, as he is a Member of the Braintree District Council, Community Halls Group.

Councillor J.C. Goodman declared a personal interest in Minute 22 – Police Liaison, as he is employed by Essex Police.
21.
QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

There was no member of the press or public present at the Meeting.
22.
POLICE LIAISON

Unfortunately there was no Police Officer at the Meeting and it was agreed to refer the items raised – Parking on the Footway and Speeding Vehicles, to Inspector Pitcher for comment.

23.
SECONDARY EDUCATION IN WITHAM


Councillors Miss L. Barlow and S.J. Goodfellow had declared personal interests.


The Chairman welcomed Mr Ian Foster to the Meeting to give a report on the Academies’ first year and the proposed rebuilding project.  Mr Foster, Chairman of the Enterprise Trust and the Design User Group, apologised that Mr Triggs had been unable to attend the Meeting.  He introduced his colleagues David Ellis, Architect, and Ben Bradley, Buildings Consultant.

Mr Foster was happy to report a successful first year with great improvements in behaviour.  He said that a matched funded Police Community Support Officer had been secured to work in the two academies but there had already been a noticeable improvement in anti-social behaviour.  He commented on the provision of school uniform and discipline instilled.  He spoke about significant improvements last year in The Maltings’ exam performance and a similar significant jump is predicted for the New Rickstones Academy.  He said that both staff and students had worked hard to improve standards.

Mr Foster then turned to the rebuilding of the two academies.  He said that the Design User Group consisting of the Enterprise Trust, the Academies, Braintree District and Essex County Councils, architects and builders, had worked in cooperation to produce plans for the academies that had been exhibited at the library.  There had been lots of interesting comments and the proposed plans had been ‘tweaked’ to address issues.  Planning applications would be submitted later this month.

Mr Ellis then gave a presentation of the plans for the two new academy buildings.


New Rickstones Academy

Mr Ellis explained the difficulties of designing a replacement building whilst the existing one is still occupied.  He said that rather than produce a building behind the original and then have ‘wasted’ space at the front and losing green fields, it was proposed to utilise the land to the front and right of the existing building creating a positive statement about the school.  Adjacent properties were taken into consideration and only two storey sections are proposed in those locations.  He spoke of the large mass of the sports hall and the proposal to refurbish and enhance the existing building that would be incorporated into the design.  He explained that the building would be elongated and wrapped around a central green, the two specialisms of Performing Arts and Maths would be concentrated either side of the front entrance.  

The Maltings Academy

Mr Ellis explained that the same issues apply to The Maltings, and the proposed site would be to the left of the original buildings tight to the road.  He explained that the new building would be on existing pitches and re-instated later along with play space and parking.  The tree line to the front of the building would be enhanced but low shrub growth would be removed.  In an attempt to ease pressure on the existing entrance in Spinks Lane a new pedestrian access would be opened into Highfields Road and effectively ‘shop frontage’ for displays created along this walkway to the main entrance.  The forecourt will open into an atrium space and then into the hall which will be placed between the two teaching wings.  Access for parking will be from Spinks Lane to the right of the site and deliveries from Highfields Road entrance.

In answer to a question, Mr Ellis explained there would be car parking for teachers, sixth form cars and guests.  Green travel plans will be introduced to reduce the need for car useage.


Concern was expressed that greenery along the fence line in Spinks Lane would be unnecessarily removed but Mr Ellis explained that this is necessary as the existing fence is decaying and needed to be replaced.  He gave the assurance that whenever possible the existing greenery would be retained.

Members were concerned about the severe bend at the bottom of Highfields Road and the need to protect pupils at the new entrance, also about construction traffic.  Mr Ellis said that they were in consultation with the Highways Department regarding both issues.  


Concern was expressed about neighbouring properties to the New Rickstones’ building and whether comments had been received from residents.  Mr Ellis said that neighbours were positive about the proposals as nuisance was often caused on the green area identified for the new building.  He was conscious to avoid overlooking onto the single storey residences which was why the new building would be two storey at that point.   


Members asked whether there would still be nursery provision at Belle Enfant giving care and education from 0 - 19 years, including the adjacent Elm Hall and Southview schools.  Mr Foster hoped that the nursery would remain as there would be either residual or new accommodation available.  Mr Ellis added that the Sixth Form block would be retained and some retention of buildings would assist with linkage.

Members thanked Mr Foster and his colleagues for the presentation.  It was agreed that the designs were creative and Witham should be rightly proud of having two such academies in the town.  Improvements are already apparent and exam results are eagerly awaited.  Members would welcome the opportunity for partnerships and hoped that the academies would become involved with Town Council projects.

Mr Foster welcomed the opportunities and asked if business contacts could be identified so that internships could be arranged for pupils.


The Chairman thanked Mr Foster, Mr Ellis and Mr Bradley for their attendance.
24.
WITHAM REPLACEMENT POOL – DESIGN OPTIONS


Councillors Miss L. Barlow and M.C.M. Lager had declared personal interests.


The District Council’s report regarding a replacement pool and design options were received.

It was agreed that this would be the opportunity for the Town Council to comment on the proposed facilities.  Members recalled the District Council policy to replace and enhance existing facilities in the three towns of Braintree, Halstead and Witham.  It was considered that as this had been achieved in both Braintree and Halstead, there was an obligation to do so in Witham.  Members were of the opinion that there should be an enhanced swimming pool and the diving pool should be replaced as it is the only one in the district.  Modest improvements should be made to the dryside and additional tennis courts were also mooted.  


Councillor M.C.M. Lager gave an update regarding the Cabinet’s decision on this issue.  He said that a detailed debate had occurred resulting in the Leader of the Council proposing that facilities throughout the district be considered in conjunction with the replacement pool, and other facilities, if supported, would be provided.  Work had been commissioned regarding prospective income on each element of the facilities, revenue consequences and evaluation of BREEAM.  The details will be taken to the Programmes Board for consideration as to whether there would be full replacement, partial rebuilding, pool on site and other facilities elsewhere.

Members welcomed the District Council’s decision to commission such a detailed report but remembered the outcome of the Community Halls’ report.  It was agreed that Witham deserved better facilities and that Bramston should be replaced by modern facilities.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and the Town 




Council requests that the existing swimming pool, diving 




pool and dryside complex be replaced and facilities 





enhanced.

Councillors Miss L. Barlow and P.R. Barlow then left the Meeting.
25.
TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE


Tourist Information figures for May and June 2009 were received.


Members congratulated the Tourist Information Officer on her work but asked if in future she would be able to comment on trends.





RESOLVED  That the figures be received and the Tourist 




Information Officer asked to comment on trends.
26.
COMMUNITY WARDEN’S REPORT


(a)
The Community Warden’s Report for March and April 2009 were received.

Members noted the amount of broken glass that is left in the town centre often emanating from the public houses and it was agreed to take this issue up with the Chamber of Commerce.






RESOLVED  That the reports be received and noted.
(b) An email regarding the new reporting scheme was tabled.  

It was noted that the Town Council’s comments to include the number of activities on the report would continue to be provided.





RESOLVED  That the email be received and information 





noted.
27.
A FUTURE FOR OUR TOWN


Councillor M.C.M. Lager had declared a personal interest.


A report concerning Community Committee issues as raised in the Town Survey was received.

Members discussed the matters that concerned residents.  Councillor M.C.M. Lager explained that the halls in Witham are the only ones funded by the District Council as elsewhere they are funded by the Parish or Village Hall Committee.  The District Council will be surveying the useage of the halls and considering whether they are in the right place.  He believed that the Town Council should continue to watch developments.  He suggested that in view of the economic problems it might be worthwhile funding another debt advisor for the CAB as they are struggling with current demand.  He also suggested that a cinema club could be trialled.  He stressed the importance of continuing to lobby the Primary Care Trust. 

Members agreed with the suggested topics but the question of the need for toilet facilities in the park was raised.

It was agreed that the Chairman should be invited to list the items proposed to take forward as a basis of a budget bid.






RESOLVED  That the report be received and the 





Chairman be asked to provide details of matters to be taken  



forward in preparation for a budget bid.
28.
A GUIDE TO “PASSENGER TRANSPORT 2009”


A report was received.

Councillor W.S. Tearle offered to be the Passenger Transport Representative for the Town Council and it was agreed that the option to send an alternative, if he is unable to attend a meeting, be sought.







RESOLVED  That the report be received and Councillor 




W.S. Tearle be nominated as the Town Council Passenger 




Transport Representative.
29.
LITTER BINS AND RECYCLING UNITS


A report was received and the Town Clerk explained that the District Council had now installed a new litter/recycling bin in the Town Centre for a trial period.

Members welcomed the opportunity to trial the litter/recycling bin.






RESOLVED  That the report be received and results 




awaited.
30.
ONE WORLD ONE ESSEX


Details from Essex County Council concerning its One World One Essex Festival in 2010 were received.

Members welcomed the news that as part of this Festival, Essex County Council is prepared to consider a grant for the 2010 Puppet Festival.  The suggestion was also made that the Senior Youth Council might wish to organise a suitable event and it was therefore agreed to contact Mr Pulman, New Rickstones Academy, so that the matter could be raised.






RESOLVED  That the details be received, information 





noted and the Senior Youth Council asked if they wished to 




organise an event.
31.
HERITAGE CENTRE


Details of progress on the digital display from Mr Massey-Ryan were received.

The Town Clerk showed photos that would be used in the digital display of the Crittall Factory.  She said that a large screen would be installed on the flank wall and a kiosk containing the computer touch screen sited adjacent to the column.  It was proposed that the system with an initial digital display would be installed by 15th October 2009 when Cards for Good Causes open in the Heritage Centre and the remaining programmes installed at the beginning of 2010.

The Town Clerk reported that the counter top in the Reception area which contains the Commemorative Tree Book had been installed along with the concertina display panels.  The suggestion had been made that when these panels are stored against the wall, they could be covered by two of the original panels from the Heritage Centre and Members’ opinion was sought for the Resources Committee Meeting when the matter will be discussed again.





RESOLVED  That the details be received and noted.
32.
PUPPET FESTIVAL

A report was received.

The Town Clerk advised that the maximum number of acts that can be managed had been booked.  She had tried in the past to get television coverage but without success but was hopeful that the unique concept of the New Rickstones Academy students performing would bring success this year.






RESOLVED
 That the report be received and the Town 




Clerk thanked for her hard work to make the Puppet 




Festival a success. 
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meeting) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of Business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest.

33.
TOURIST INFORMATION

A verbal report was received from the Town Clerk.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
34.
PUBLIC DOMAIN

It was agreed that the item discussed in Private Session should not be moved into the Public Domain.






RESOLVED  That Minute 33 – Tourist Information, 




should remain in the Public Domain.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.15 p.m.


Councillor Mrs J.M. Money


Chairman
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