Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 04.09.2007.  Cont’d. 


[image: image1.png]


Witham Town Council

Town Hall,

Newland Street,

Witham, 

CM8 2FE.

Tel:
01376 520627

Fax:
01376 501358

Email:
townclerk@witham.gov.uk
Web:
www.witham.gov



MINUTES
Meeting of:
Planning Applications Sub-Committee

Date:

Tuesday, 4th September 2007

Present:
Councillors:
B.J.

Fleet

(Chairman)





Miss
L.

Barlow

(arrived 6.35pm)




P.R.

Barlow

(arrived 6.32pm)



Mrs
P.A.

Brunton

S.J.

Goodfellow
(arrived 6.46pm)
P.A.

Heath

S.E.

Hicks

(arrived 6.52pm)
M.C.M

Lager

S.J.

Lambourne




Mrs.
J.M.

Money

N.D

Scales

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors N. Coughlan, Mrs P.M. Lee, B. Rose, Mrs K.E. Tearle and W.S. Tearle; and Councillors P.R. Barlow and S.E. Hicks who would be late.
43.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting held 20th August 2007, were received.
RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Meeting held 20th August 2007, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
44.
INTERESTS
(a)
Members of this Council who are also Members of Braintree District Council’s Planning Committee confirmed that, whilst considering planning applications at the Town Council, any opinion that may be given will be based on the information that is known to date.  Each Councillor confirmed that he/she will not be held by opinions given or comments made at meetings of Witham Town Council, but will approach further meetings with an open mind and furthermore, he/she will consider any further information and/or representations that may be received prior to the meeting of the District Council and form a judgement on that occasion.  

RESOLVED That the interests of Councillors S.J. Lambourne and Mrs J.M. Money be noted.
(b) There were no declarations of interest at this time but later in the Meeting at application 07/01724/FUL – Witham Cemetery, Councillor S.J. Goodfellow declared a personal interest as he lives in the locality and both Councillors S.E. Hicks and Mrs J.M. Money declared personal interests as they have relatives buried in the cemetery.
ADJOURNMENT

The Chairman here adjourned the Meeting for comment from the member of press present, but as none was made reconvened immediately.
45. PLANS
LIST NO 33
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (as amended)
CC/BTE/144/05

SPINKS LANE, WITHAM

Demolition of existing pavilion building, landscape reinstatement and closure of Stevens Road entrance.
Members welcomed this proposal, which would hopefully resolve the problems suffered by residents.  Members asked that any gaps in the planting be filled.
RECOMMEND APPROVAL subject to any gaps in the planting being filled.

Whilst this matter was being discussed, Councillors P.R. Barlow and Miss L. Barlow arrived at the Meeting.

07/01645/FUL

149 NEWLAND STREET, WITHAM

Alterations and erection of rear extension to form restaurant, with refurbished flat over, new flat and maisonette and detached dwelling.

Members were conscious that this building had been empty for a long time.  They also commented that an application for signage and hours of operation would be required and that external lighting should be pointed downwards to avoid light pollution.

RECOMMEND APPROVAL subject to external lighting be pointing downwards and a further application for signage and hours of operation being submitted in due course.
Whilst this application was being discussed Councillor S.J. Goodfellow arrived at the Meeting.

07/01647/LBC

149 NEWLAND STREET, WITHAM

Alterations and erection of rear extension to form restaurant, with refurbished flat over, new flat and maisonette and detached dwelling

RECOMMEND APPROVAL subject to the views of the Listed Buildings Officer.

07/01648/FUL
THE JAYS, 64 CARRAWAYS, WITHAM


Erection of side extension with carport.


Members were happy to support this application provided that neighbours were content.



NO OBJECTION

Whilst this application was being discussed, Councillor S.E. Hicks arrived at the Meeting.

07/01675/OUT
CERINE, 105 BRAINTREE ROAD, WITHAM


Demolition of existing bungalow and erection of a block of 6 no flats, with associated parking and amenity areas.


Members were concerned that this application would have an adverse impact on the residents of Templars Close.  Vehicular access would be via the unadopted road and Members considered the proposed parking insufficient.  It was felt that the proposed soakaways would be inadequate to deal with surface water and that there was potential for unauthorised access from Braintree Road to Templars Close allowing anti-social behaviour problems already occurring in that area to spread.  It was suggested that the District Council should satisfy itself on the proposed security system.
RECOMMEND REFUSAL on the ground of 

· Overdevelopment of site.
· Adverse impact on neighbouring amenity.

· Unsuitable vehicular access.

· Inadequate parking.

· Insufficient drainage for surface water.

and that the District Council satisfy itself on the proposed security system.
LIST NO 34

07/01724/FUL
WITHAM CEMETERY, MANOR ROAD, WITHAM


Erection of new metal fencing and gates.


Councillors S.J. Goodfellow, S.E. Hicks and Mrs J.M. Money declared a personal interest in this application.


Members were sad that it was necessary to fence the cemetery and asked that associated planting soften the impact.


Members also asked for clarification regarding the land notation for the playing field area.

RECOMMEND APPROVAL subject to associated planting to soften the impact of the fence.
07/01749/FUL
34 COLLINGWOOD ROAD, WITHAM


Erection of rear conservatory.



NO OBJECTION

46.
CORRESPONDENCE
PARISH FORUM – 22nd OCTOBER 2007
Details of the Parish Forum to be held 22nd October 2007 were received.

It was agreed that the Town Clerk should attend the Forum.

RESOLVED that the details be received and the Town Clerk attend.
47.
DECISIONS
A list of decisions on planning applications pertaining to Witham during the period 25th July – 7th August 2007 was received.


RESOLVED That the decisions be noted.


There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 7.18pm.
Councillor B.J. Fleet
Chairman.
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