Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment Committee held 23rd July 2007.  Continued 
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APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Miss L. Barlow, S.E. Hicks, Mrs K.E. Tearle and Councillor P.A. Heath who would be late.
21.
MINUTES

RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning Committee held 29th May 2007 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
22.
INTERESTS
Councillors P.R. Barlow, B.F. Fleet and Mrs J.M. Money declared personal interests in Minute 28 – Essex Wildlife Trust, as they are all members of that organisation.
Councillor S.J. Goodfellow declared a personal interest in Minute 34 – Recycling at Schools, as he is a governor at Templars School.

Councillor B.J. Fleet declared personal interests in Minute 23(a) – Witham Conservation Area as he lives in The Avenue, to be considered for inclusion and Minute 30 – Roundabout Sponsorship Scheme, as he is a member of Witham in Bloom Conservation Group.
Later in the Meeting at Minute 38 – DDA Compliancy, Councillor Mrs P.M. Lee declared a personal interest as her husband holds a blue disabled badge.

ADJOURNMENT

As no member of the press or public was present, an adjournment was unnecessary.
23.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT
The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.


(a)
Witham Conservation Group


Councillor B.J. Fleet had declared a personal interest in this matter.

The Town Clerk explained that the Witham Conservation Group had met on Friday and it was proposed to recommend that the current Conservation Area be extended as per the tabled map.  Members were informed that the new boundary enclosed all the “historical” buildings.  It was also understood that Essex County Council Conservation staff have been approached by the District Council in order to conduct an appraisal of the Conservation Area in Newland Street.
It was agreed that it would be prudent to write to Braintree District Council urging that the Conservation Areas be reviewed and to ask that the Town Council be involved in any discussion.
(c) Ebenezer Close Cycle Path

Members spoke of the anti-social behaviour emanating from the contractor’s inability to keep the site tidy but it is understood that this has now been resolved.  Members were also concerned that motor cycles and mini motors were being used on the new path and this has been reported to the police.

The Chairman reported that the contractors had been over zealous and unnecessarily cut back hedgerows resulting in remedial works and replanting being required.  This is to be undertaken by the District Council.  
(e) 
Period Garden
The Town Clerk reported that it might not be possible to use Community Workers to lay the brick path, as it would be too specialised.  If this is the case, she would go out to tender and report to the Chairman.

RESOLVED That the Town Clerk’s report be received and noted.
24.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE

(a) Meetings
A report was received from the Town Clerk.

Members considered the options and agreed that Option 1 – Members only speak once on any item and then for no longer than three minutes, except if moving a resolution; Option 2 – that Members refrain from protracted debate supporting views that have already been voiced by others and Option 4 – adopting a policy whereby in written appeals on planning applications are automatically responded to by officers in accordance with this Council’s original recommendation if not in conflict with the District Council’s decision, should be adopted.

RESOLVED That the report be received and Options 1, 2 and 4 be approved.

(b)
Minutes
The Minutes of the Meetings of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 29th May, 11th and 25th June and 10th July 2007 were received.
Councillor Goodfellow referred to Minutes 26(a) – Proposed changes to the Parish Consultation Process.  He complained that during the last week the District Council’s system was down so that it was impossible to log on and check planning applications.  He added that the system was not user friendly as there was not a direct link from the Weekly Planning List to the drawings, but it would be possible to download on to a memory stick and lap top.
The Town Clerk explained that the Town Council owned a projector but it would be officer time to download the plans that would cause the problem along with difficulties if the system was not working.  She considered that District Council staff should download the appropriate plans on to a CD and send to the Town Council.
Members considered that the proposed system was unfair to members of the public if they wanted to view a plan particularly as the applicant provides paper plans.
The suggestion was made that as this problem was not peculiar to the Town Council it should be raised at the Braintree Association of Local Councils.
RESOLVED That a further letter be sent to Braintree District Council reiterating foreseeable problems in their proposed system.
RESOLVED That the Minutes be received and noted.

25.
TREE WARDENS
Members were asked to make nominations for Tree Wardens.
Councillors B.J. Fleet, Chipping Hill and Central, and S.E. Hicks, West Ward would like to remain Tree Wardens.  It was also pointed out that Mrs Margaret Robins is a Tree Warden for Witham Lodge.
It was agreed to consider this matter further at the next Town Council Meeting.


RESOLVED That the matter be referred to Town Council.
26.
TERMS OF REFERENCE
A Report from Councillor S.E. Hicks, Chairman of the Environment Committee was tabled.
Members spoke of possible priorities but were mindful that Town Council funds should not be committed to remedy other Councils’ responsibilities.  A suggestion was made that the Town Plan Review could assist in prioritising areas of work.  The Town Clerk advised that there had been approximately four hundred questionnaires returned, with up to 63 answers on each.  She said that she would circulate the results to Members.
It was agreed that this matter would be further discussed at the next Environment Meeting.


RESOLVED That the report be received and the matter revisited at the next Meeting.
27.
TOWN END FIELD – HOWBRIDGE ROAD PROPOSED CYCLE PATH

A letter was received from Braintree District Council confirming that the existing lamp columns would be replaced.  A further letter from Braintree District Council relating to the cycle path being constructed in two phases was detailed by the Chairman.


RESOLVED That the letter be received and information noted.
  Councillor P.A. Heath arrived at the Meeting.

28.
ESSEX WILDLIFE TRUST

Councillors P.R. Barlow, B.J. Fleet and Mrs J.M. Money had declared a personal interest in this matter.


The Chairman detailed the advice and assistance given by the Essex Wildlife Trust and suggested that the Town Council should become a corporate member.



RESOLVED That the Town Council becomes a Bronze member of the Essex Wildlife Trust at a net cost of £75 per annum.
29.
FLY-POSTING


A consultation was received from Braintree District Council.


Members agreed that all instances of fly posting should be reported either direct to Braintree District Council or to the Town Hall staff who would pass on the details.  The Town Clerk undertook to supply Members with Braintree District Council’s street scene managers’ email addresses.


RESOLVED That the consultation be received and email details forwarded to Members.
30.
ROUNDABOUT SPONSORSHIP SCHEME

Councillor B.J. Fleet had declared a personal interest.


A letter from Braintree District Council and roundabout details from Witham in Bloom were received.



Members agreed that both the Maltings Lane and “Morrisons” roundabouts were eyesores and in the case of the latter, dangerous.  It was pointed out that the Maltings Lane roundabout was not yet adopted but that Braintree District Council should be asked to seek a new sponsor for “Morrisons” roundabout.


RESOLVED That the letter be received and Braintree District Council asked to seek a new sponsor for “Morrisons” roundabout.
31.
LIGHTING THE RIVER WALK

Two recommendations were received from the Youth Council concerning lighting the River Walk behind John Bramston School and to alter the time switch between Luard Way and Bridge Street to take account of dark winter mornings.


Members recognised that the River Walk was “countryside” not a municipal park and any lighting scheme, therefore, had to be considered with great care.  It was agreed to seek clarification from the Youth Council as to whether it envisaged just the section from the school to Bridge Street to be lit and if it was just for the benefit of pupils the proposed lights could be switched off early evening.
RESOLVED That the Recommendations be received, clarification sought and quotations sought with regard to the time switch being altered and a possible lighting scheme on the River Walk to the rear of John Bramston School.
32.
WITHAM HERITAGE ECONOMIC REGENERATION SCHEME

Notes of a Meeting held 7th June 2007 were received.


The Town Clerk reported that English Heritage was keen to progress this grant scheme for the restoration of traditional buildings in Newland Street and Bridge Street with the focus on commercial buildings.  Matched funding would be required.  Both Essex County and Braintree District Councils have some funding available and the Witham Community Partnership might be eligible to obtain funding.  She pointed out that the Town Council at the moment has an Environmental Improvement budget of £10,000 per annum.

Members considered this an interesting proposal but did not commit themselves to providing funding.
RESOLVED That the Notes be received, information noted and an indication made to support the Scheme.
33.
PLANNING FOR GYPSY AND TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION IN THE EAST OF ENGLAND

The Media and Public Information Pack 2007 were received.


It was noted that there were potentially fifteen sites proposed for the Braintree District.  The Town Clerk undertook to make enquiries whether any further information was available.


RESOLVED  That the consultation be received and the Town Clerk seek further information.
34.
RECYCLING AT SCHOOLS

Councillor S.J. Goodfellow had declared a personal interest.


Members were asked to consider requesting that schools be included in the recycling scheme in particular with regard to paper.

Members were mindful that schools were regarded as businesses and therefore  they would not be encompassed by the Braintree District Council recycling scheme.  It was agreed that those Members who are governors should make enquiries to ascertain the current position at their schools.


RESOLVED That Members who are governors make enquiries at their schools to ascertain what recycling currently occurs.
35.
RIVENHALL AIRFIELD

An email and letter from Rivenhall Parish Council were received.

Members discussed the need for a solution to waste management, as all landfill sites in Essex would shortly be full.

Whilst recognising that the situation regarding the proposed waste management at Rivenhall is currently changing, Members agreed that in line with Town Council policy together with the fact that residents would not wish additional traffic movements or the burning of waste generated elsewhere in the county, a letter should be sent to Essex County Council opposing any scheme for a waste burning plant at Rivenhall.


RESOLVED That a letter be sent to Essex County Council opposing any waste burning at Rivenhall Airfield on the basis of additional traffic movements and residents’ concerns; and Rivenhall Parish Council informed of this decision.

Councillor P.R. Barlow left the Meeting at this point.
36.
PACT


A Feedback from the PACT Assembly held 7th June 2007 was received.




RESOLVED That the Feedback be received and noted.

37.
BRIDGE HOSPITAL ASSEMBLY HALL AND ADJACENT LAND


A letter was received from Mr Tom Hewitt concerning the deterioration of the Assembly Hall and that the adjacent land is currently being used as a car lot.

Members acknowledged that there is planning permission to demolish the Assembly Hall and erect a Jehovah’s Witness Kingdom Hall.  It was agreed that the Town Clerk should pursue the matter of the car lot.


RESOLVED That the letter be received and the Town Clerk pursue the matter of the car lot.

38.
DDA COMPLIANCY

Members were asked to consider disabled parking and dropped kerbs at schools in the Witham area.


Councillor Mrs P.M. Lee declared a personal interest as her husband is a Disabled Badge Holder.

It was considered that schools were obliged to be DDA compliant and that there had never been any problem in the past with Essex County Council providing dropped kerbs if requested.


It was agreed that Members would provide the Town Hall office with details of any areas that would benefit from the installation of dropped kerbs.


RESOLVED That Members inform the Town Hall office of any locations requiring dropped kerbs.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.12pm

Councillor B.J. Fleet
Chairman
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