Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment Committee held 21st January 2008.  Cont … 
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MINUTES
Meeting of:
Environment Committee
Date:

Monday, 21st January 2008


Present:
Councillors:
B.J.
Fleet
(Vice Chairman in the Chair)


Miss
L.

Barlow




P.R.
Barlow



P.A.
Heath


Mrs
J.M.
Money

B. Rose

Also in attendance: -

                       Councillor

      M.C.M.
Lager

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors S. E. Hicks, S.J. Lambourne, Mrs P. Lee, N.D. Scales, Mrs K. E. Tearle and W. S. Tearle.
75.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment Committee held on 12th November 2007 had been previously circulated.
RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment Committee held 12th November 2007 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
76.
INTERESTS

Item 19 
Joint Traffic Liaison Meeting
Councillor Miss Lucy Barlow and M.C.M. Lager declared a personal interest in the above item as they represent the District and County Councils respectively on the above Committee.
Item 20
Chipping Hill – Street Furniture and Speeding

Cllr M.C.M. Lager declared a personal interest as he is a resident of Chipping Hill.

Item 6

Environmental Pollution

During the discussion of the above item Cllrs. Miss Lucy Barlow, P.R. Barlow and B. Rose declared a personal interest as the possible provision of parking bays at the Humber Road estate was being discussed. Cllrs Miss Barlow and B. Rose both live on that particular estate.  

ADJOURNMENT

The Chairman here adjourned the meeting for comment by members of the press and public but as none was made reconvened immediately.
77.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.
Minute 64 – Rickstones Road.  

Members were delighted to learn that Essex   County Council has agreed to devise a draft scheme that will address the issues of parking in Rickstones Road and on the Forest Road estate.  Further concern was raised with regard to the increased commuter parking problems in Chipping Hill.

RESOLVED That the Town Clerk is instructed to ask that an agenda item regarding commuter parking in Chipping Hill is placed on the agenda of the next Joint Traffic Management Liaison meeting.

Minutes 68(b) – Refurbishment to paths on the River Walk

Members noted that the District Council will undertake this work as soon as the weather permits.

RESOLVED  That the Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising is received.
78.
LIGHTING THE RIVER WALK


A report regarding the lighting of a section of unmade footpath adjacent to Mill Lane was received.  In addition Members were advised that after the Agenda had been published, quotations from City and Southern for the installation of a lamp column on the River Walk as requested by the Youth Council had been received.  With the agreement of Cllr Fleet, these were tabled.  The Town Clerk explained that Options 1 and 2 in the sums of £800.41 for a 70w Son and £970.71 for a 240v LED lamp would have to be powered by an electrical service.  The third option in the sum of £1,889.26 is for a solar powered LED lamp column.  She advised that given past quotations for the provision of energy by E d F it is likely that the third option will prove to be the cheapest.  However she advised that the location is not a designated path and its usage by pupils is unknown at this time.  It would be prudent to secure both items of information before Members made a decision in this regard.
The Committee was extremely interested in the third option that may not only prove to be cost effective but will also commence the Council’s aim to decrease its carbon footprint.  Members also considered that this request must be viewed seriously and if it is ultimately decided that we cannot proceed, the Youth Council should be advised as to the reasons for that decision.


RESOLVED That the report and quotations be received and investigation be made as to the numbers of pupils regularly using the path and the cost of provision of a conventional electrical supply to the intended column.

RESOLVED That once this information is to hand a further report is made to this Committee.
79.
TREES


A report was received and proposals from Councillor N.D. Scales for tree planting in North Ward together with a detailed map were tabled.  The Town Clerk advised there is £986.00 remaining in this year’s budget provided that the County Council reimburses the sum of £1,735.20p for The Avenue planting scheme.  She has invoiced the County Council in this regard and is hopeful that the money will be recovered.  In addition, there is £2,000 in the budget for 2008/2009.  
The Committee welcomed the response that Members had given to the request for suggested locations for trees.  The Chairman advised that if the Town Council was to work in partnership with the District Council, it may be that Statutory Undertaker investigations could be conducted by the Landscape section at Braintree District Council.  Whilst supporting the proposals for Ebenezer Close and Glebe Crescent, concern was voiced that both locations are used as amenity space and the open space at Glebe Crescent routinely suffers damage when refuse lorries try to negotiate tight turns and mount the grass in order to negotiate this manoeuvre.  Sympathetic planting that takes both these facts into consideration should therefore be undertaken.  However the principle of tree planting at both these locations was supported.

The Town Clerk advised Members of further vandalism to trees on the River Walk where young trees have been targeted.  Branches have been removed using a saw that in some cases has damaged trees beyond recovery.


RESOLVED  That the report be received and that advice be sought from Braintree District Council as to the most effective way of achieving this planting scheme as soon as possible. 
80.
ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION

During discussion of this item, Councillors Miss Lucy Barlow, P.R. Barlow and B. Rose declared personal interests.

A letter was received from Greenfields Community Housing explaining that the verges on the Humber Road estate are owned by Essex County Council.
Members considered it would be appropriate to try to develop a pilot scheme for parking provision that will improve the quality of life of residents on a housing estate in the town.  Whilst parking on the greensward provides a temporary solution, it does not provide the answer.  A possible solution was for structured designated parking spaces to be marked at appropriate locations.  Colne Chase was mentioned as a location where such action would be beneficial.  This would be a relatively economical solution that would increase parking provision from the current haphazard situation.



RESOLVED  That the letter be received and the above proposal forwarded to the Highways Authority.
RESOLVED That a request is made to the County Council for an item to discuss the provision of additional parking bays on housing estates in Witham to be included on the agenda for the next meeting of the Joint Traffic Liaison Meeting.

RESOLVED That a letter is sent to Bob Wiltshire requesting that the matter of car parking provision on the housing estates in Witham is considered at the Car Parking Summit when it next meets.
81.
SPECIAL ENVIRONMENT MEETING


Members were informed that a Special Environment Meeting to discuss the Local Development Framework will be held on Monday, 26th March 2008.




RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.

82.
ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL’S GUIDE TO DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTIONS AND THE PROVISION OF COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE – CONSULTATION DOCUMENT


A report was received.


RESOLVED  That Town Council officers are thanked for the report and its contents are received and noted.
83.
SECTION 106 

A letter from the Town Council’s legal advisors was received.  This most comprehensive and informative letter from Mr Dowler set the framework of Section 106 Agreements and advised that whilst the Town Council may not enter formally into any such a contract with a developer in its own right, Supplementary Planning Guidance using the Town Plan could provide the outcome that the Town Council wants.  Members also noted that other Town Councils receive Section 106 monies to spend within their respective towns on projects identified by the Town Council concerned.  It was agreed that examples of such practice should be identified and reported to Paul Munson for comment.

RESOLVED That the letter is received; Mr Dowler is thanked for his advice and a copy of his letter is sent to Paul Munson together with any examples as outlined above for discussion at the Special meeting of the Environment Committee planned for 28th March 2008.
84.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE

(a)
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meetings of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 26th November, 10th and 18th December 2007 and 7th January 2008 were received.


RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received.

(b)
REPRESENTATIONS

A report was received concerning the suggestion from Members that a Town Councillor should attend meetings of the District Council Planning Committee in order to make representations on applications on which this Council has received concerns from residents and on which Members have a strong view.  Concern was expressed that inappropriate decisions are being made at the District Council by Councillors who do not know Witham as well as Members of this Council.
RESOLVED  That in future there should be an additional agenda item for consideration by the Planning Applications’ Sub Committee when a review of all the recommendations made that evening on planning applications can take place.  If there is a matter on which the Sub Committee has a strong view, then volunteers to attend the appropriate meeting of the Planning Committee in order to make representations on behalf of the Town Council will be sought.

(c)
STREET/DEVELOPMENT NAMING

A report regarding the use of names from the War Memorial for the naming of new roads on residential developments in Witham was received.

RESOLVED  That a letter is sent to Braintree District Council asking that names from the Witham War Memorial are used to name all new roads, throughout Witham including those on the Maltings Lane development.
85.
RIVER WALK AND WHETMEAD MANAGEMENT WORKING GROUP 

(a)
MINUTES
The Minutes of the Meeting of the River Walk and Whetmead Management Working Group held 22nd November 2007 were received.



RESOLVED That the Minutes be received.

(b)
WHETMEAD BARRIER
A report was received that contained advice from the Town Clerk against the proposal of the Management Working Group to unlock the gate to the car park at Whetmead.  This advice was based on previous experience when Whetmead was under the control of Braintree District Council and itinerants gained access to the car park area.  The costs to remove unauthorised persons and to clear the site following their removal were prohibitive.  Members were sympathetic to the views of the Town Clerk as they recalled the difficulties at this location when vehicular access was readily available as proposed by the Working Group.
RESOLVED  That the barrier should remain locked and the Working Group advised accordingly.
86.
ENTRANCES TO THE TOWN


A report was received regarding the entrances to the town.  Members expressed dismay that the entrances did not reflect the true character of Witham and its historic past.  It was agreed that this was a huge subject that merited detailed discussion on another occasion.

RESOLVED That a working party comprised of Councillors Miss Lucy Barlow, B.J. Fleet, P. A. Heath and Mrs J. M. Money be set up to consider this matter and its recommendations be reported back to the Committee.
87.
PEDESTRIAN CROSSING – MALDON ROAD

A letter was received from Essex County Council.

RESOLVED  That the letter be received and noted and that a letter be sent to Mrs Skinner advising her of the decision of the County Council in this regard.
88.
PRAM CROSSINGS


A letter was received from Essex County Council.



RESOLVED  That the letter be received and noted.
89.
MALTINGS LANE DEVELOPMENT

A report was received concerning the lack of facilities on the Maltings Lane development.  Councillor Lager was particularly concerned that there are no community facilities for residents despite there being Section 106 Agreements in place for such provision.  To date nothing has been delivered and it is vital that the Town Council uses its endeavours to ensure that developers fulfil their obligation in this regard in order to secure much needed facilities for the residents that live in this part of the town.  

RESOLVED That  a letter is sent to Braintree District Council seeking to ascertain the views and the position of the planning authority in this regard.
90.
SPEED RESTRICTION SIGNS – RICKSTONES ROAD BETWEEN WITHAM AND RIVENHALL

A letter was received from Essex County Council relating to proposed changes to the existing speed restriction signs.



RESOLVED That the letter be received and noted.
91.
ALLOTMENTS

A report was received concerning the proposal of Councillor N.D. Scales to use an allotment as a tree nursery.  However concerns were raised regarding the care and management of young trees, particularly during dry weather when watering will be required.  In addition the transfer to the permanent location was also discussed as to relocate such trees successfully requires a good root system that is not damaged when the young tree is lifted for planting at its designated site.

RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted and no further action be taken in this regard.  
Members were informed that the external auditor for Braintree District Council anticipates receiving information regarding the ownership of the allotments in the near future.  He would then advise the Town Council of his opinion in this regard.

RESOLVED That the information is received and noted.
92.
RESIDENTS’ PARKING IN GUITHAVON STREET

A copy letter addressed to Essex County Council was received from Mr Nye in which he voiced his concerns at the residents’ parking scheme in Guithavon Street.  Members were advised that the response from the County Council addressed to Mr Nye had been received in the office on Friday 18th January 2008.  “Essex County Council will not consider returning this bay to a Limited Wait restriction at this time.” 

RESOLVED  That the letters be received and noted and that Mr Nye be advised that if he provides detailed evidence including clear dates and times to support his findings, the Town Council would review the matter.
93.
WITHAM TRAFFIC LIAISON MEETING

The Minutes of the Witham Traffic Liaison Meeting held 2nd October 2007 were received.  Members were informed that the next Meeting will be held on 5th February 2008 and any items they wish to be discussed will be forwarded to Essex County Council for inclusion on the Agenda.

RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted and that the County Council is asked to include two agenda items, namely, commuter parking at Chipping Hill and the provision of parking bays on estates in Witham.
94.
CHIPPING HILL - STREET FURNITURE AND TRAFFIC FLOW


A letter was received from Essex County Council concerning Chipping Hill and various traffic issues.  Whilst much discussion followed Members agreed that there is no action that can be taken at this time.



RESOLVED  That the letter be received and noted.

95.
CARBON FOOTPRINT


A report was received concerning Councillor P.A. Heath’s suggestion that ways to reduce the Town Council’s carbon footprint should be considered.  The Town Clerk reported that The Town Council’s footpath lighting contractor is to undertake a survey at the Town Hall with a view to providing a quotation for the possible replacement of all existing lighting in the building with LED installations.  In addition she had a copy of a document particularly aimed at Local Authorities produced by the Carbon Trust.  The document that can be found at www.carbontrust.co.uk details ways in which energy savings may be made. 

RESOLVED  That the information is received and noted and that individual members should view the above document if they so wish on the above website, or contact the Town Clerk for a copy or a précis of the document which she would undertake to make for Members.
RESOLVED That the advice of Peter Chisnell, Braintree District Council is sought in this regard and that Members are notified in due course of the quotation from City and Southern and the advice of Mr Chisnell.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at  9.15 p.m.

Councillor B. J. Fleet
Chairman

AH/AH 22.1.2008
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