Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment Committee held 18th September 2007.  Cont’d. 
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MINUTES
Meeting of:
Environment Committee
Date:

Tuesday, 18th September 2007


Present:
Councillors:

B.J.

Fleet
(Vice Chairman in the Chair)





P.A.

Heath

S.J.

Lambourne


Mrs
P.M.

Lee


Mrs
J.M.

Money




B.

Rose



N.D.

Scales

W.S.

Tearle


Also in attendance:
Councillor 
M.C.M.
Lager

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Miss L. Barlow, P.R. Barlow, S.E. Hicks and Mrs K.E. Tearle.

39. 
MINUTES

RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment Committee held 23rd July 2007 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
40.
INTERESTS

Councillor M.C.M. Lager declared a personal interest in Minute 49 – Eastways Junction Improvement Scheme as he is Chairman of the Project Board.
Councillors B.J. Fleet and Mrs J.M. Money declared a personal interest in Minute 41, Town Clerk’s Report - Essex Wildlife Trust, as they are members of that organisation.


ADJOURNMENT

As no member of the press or public was present an adjournment was unnecessary.

41.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT
The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.
The Town Clerk detailed her report and explained that the Enforcement Officer at Braintree District Council had been unwilling to assist with regard to contacting the Environment Agency to take action relating to vehicles for sale on land adjacent to the Bridge Hospital Assembly Hall.  Members discussed whether in view of the fact that the Assembly Hall would soon be demolished, it would be worth pursuing this issue.  It was agreed that this matter should be raised with Police at the Community Committee Meeting.
Members welcomed Councillor N.D. Scales’ offer to become the Tree Warden for North Ward.

RESOLVED  That Councillor N.D. Scales be nominated as the Tree Warden for North Ward.

RESOLVED  That the Town Clerk’s Report be received and noted.
42.
TERMS OF REFERENCE


A list of aims, proposed timescales and resources required to be prioritised was tabled.

Members discussed the best way of completing the form bearing in mind that new Councillors might lack the information to understand the implications of particular projects.  It was agreed that the Batten Report for the River Walk should be circulated to all Members along with Councillor Fleet’s recommendations for tree planting in the town.

Members were anxious that the matter should move forward particularly as budget recommendations would be made at the next Meeting of the Environment Committee.  After much discussion it was agreed that Members would be asked to prioritise all the listed projects, giving a score of 15 for the most important project, down to 1 for the least important.


RESOLVED  That the list be received and Members asked to give a score to each project, 15 for the most important and 1 for the least, and return to the Town Hall Office by Monday, 1st October 2007.
43.
LIGHTING THE RIVER WALK
The Town Clerk explained that quotations are still awaited and that the logistics of lighting that stretch of the River Walk which has no power supply is difficult.  
Members also commented that the Youth Council would be asked to clarify when the lights should be lit, when they have their first Meeting of the Academic Year, later this month.




RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
44.
RECYCLING AT SCHOOLS
Members spoke of the information gleaned from schools regarding recycling.  It was noted that any waste was collected on a commercial basis and probably went to land fill.  Members were anxious that school children should be involved in recycling and agreed that Paul Partridge, Braintree District Council should be invited to attend the next Meeting to give information in this regard.

RESOLVED  That the information be received and Paul Partridge, Braintree District Council be invited to attend the next Environment Committee Meeting to discuss possible recycling at schools.
45.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE


The Minutes of the Meetings of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 23rd July, 6th and 20th August and 4th September 2007 were received.




RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received.
46.
RIVER WALK AND WHETMEAD MANAGEMENT WORKING GROUP

(a)
MINUTES
The Minutes of the Meeting of the River Walk and Whetmead Management Working Group held 19th July 2007 were received.


RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.
(b)
VOLUNTEERS 

Members noted that Scouts from the World Jamboree erected dipping platforms and benches at Whetmead and that the signed planks of wood will be displayed in the Town Hall in due course.  Members were also dismayed to hear that some of the work had been vandalised.


RESOLVED  That the information be noted.
(c)
VANDALISM


(i)
A letter was received from Mr Marsden.

Members were likewise appalled at the vandalism that had taken place on both the River Walk and at Whetmead.  


RESOLVED  That the letter be received and Mr Marsden assured that the seats would be replaced.
            (ii)
Members agreed that the vandalised furniture on the River Walk should be replaced and that metal items would be less likely to succumb to vandalism.

RESOLVED  That the vandalised items be replaced and the Town Clerk authorised to source appropriate furniture.
(d)
FUNDING

The Chairman explained that the Environment Agency had earmarked funds for work on the River Walk that had now been delayed.  Consequently, it was now proposed to undertake work on the Wildflower Meadow in Mill Lane.

Members were happy that the Environment Agency planned to undertake such work in Witham.


RESOLVED  That the information be received and welcomed.
47.
KOTCH INN, LABURNUM WAY


A letter was received from Mr and Mrs Ding concerning the disturbance caused by the users of the Internet Café.

Members were supportive of Mr and Mrs Ding and asked that both Braintree District Council and the Police be asked to take action to shut these premises.


RESOLVED  That the letter be received and Braintree District Council and the Police be made aware of the situation and asked to take positive action to resolve these problems.  A copy letter would be sent to Councillor Wendy Schmitt.
48.
ESSEX COUNTRY COUNCIL (BRAINTREE DISTRICT) (PERMITTED PARKING AREA AND SPECIAL PARKING AREA) (CONSOLIDATION) ORDER 2007

Members were informed that the above order came into effect on 31st August 2007.




RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
49.
EASTWAYS JUNCTION IMPROVEMENT SCHEME


Councillor M.C.M. Lager had declared a personal interest.


The Minutes of the Meeting of the Project Board held 30th July 2007 were received. 

Members agreed that the junction now appeared to be working smoothly.





RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.
50.
PEDESTRIAN CROSSING – MALDON ROAD/CONSTANCE CLOSE


A letter was received from Mrs K. Skinner and Members informed that a copy of the petition is available in the Town Hall Office.


Members were supportive of this request but were mindful that following a safety audit, a similar request had resulted in the pedestrian crossing nearer the town being installed.  It was agreed that the Essex County Council Highways should be contacted.


RESOLVED  That the letter be received and supported; and the request forwarded to Essex County Council.
51.
PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE OF YOUR VILLAGE OR COMMUNITY


Details of a course to be held 9th October 2007 were received.

RESOLVED  That the details be received and Members inform the Town Clerk should they wish to attend.
52.
TRANSITION ESSEX


Details of a conference to be held on 24th October 2007 were received.

RESOLVED  That the details be received and Members inform the Town Clerk should they wish to attend.
53.
ENTRANCES TO THE TOWN

The Chairman spoke of the need to improve the entrances to the town.  Members agreed that work was necessary and that the last item in the aims and priorities list should be extended to include these areas.

RESOLVED  That the entrances to the town should be improved and that the last item on the aims and priorities list should be amended to include these areas.

Councillor W.S. Tearle left the Meeting.

54.
CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ESSEX

Details of the Annual General Meeting to be held 6th October 2007 were received.




RESOLVED  That the details be received and noted.
55.
RURAL COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF ESSEX – COMMUNITY-LED PLANNING INFORMATION EVENING

Details of an event to be held on Tuesday, 2nd October 2007 were received.

RESOLVED  That the details be received and Members inform the Town Clerk should they wish to attend.
56.
STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT SUBMISSION DRAFT DOCUMENT PLANNING AND COMPULSORY PURCHASE ACT 2004

A letter was received from Essex County Council relating to the above consultation.




RESOLVED  That the letter be received and noted.
57.
BRAINTREE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK SITE ALLOCATIONS REQUESTS

A letter was received from Braintree District Council.

Members believed that any suitable areas for development would have already been identified.





RESOLVED  That the letter be received and noted.
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meeting) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of Business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest.

58.
CCTV

+3
Quotations, reports on post tender demonstrations and a recommendation from the CCTV Working Party were received and costings for Members’ information were tabled.

Members were anxious that new CCTV equipment be installed and that residents be assured that the Town Council is making every effort to ensure the safety of the public and property.

RESOLVED  That the quotations and reports be received and noted.
59.
PERIOD GARDEN

Quotations to pave the paths of the Period Garden were received.



RESOLVED  That the quotations be received.

60.
WHETMEAD

A report was received.
RESOLVED  That the report be received and Members welcomed the opportunity that Whetmead and other open spaces, would be regularly visited.
61.
PUBLIC DOMAIN

Members considered that no item should be moved into the Public Domain but that Members’ assurance that new CCTV equipment will be installed and that the open spaces areas will be regularly visited should be noted.
RESOLVED  That no items be moved into the Public Domain.


There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.38 p.m.

Councillor B.J. Fleet


Chairman


AH/GK/GK 20.9.2007

�








� Councillor S.J. Goodfellow, Governor, said that at Templars School whilst there is no recycling, paper is turned over and used on both sides.
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