Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment Committee held 17th March 2008.  Cont’d.
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MINUTES
Meeting of:
Environment Committee
Date:

Monday, 17th March 2008


Present:
Councillors:
S.E.
Hicks

(Chairman)




P.R.
Barlow 



B.J.
Fleet



P.A.
Heath


Mrs
P.M.
Lee


Mrs
J.M.
Money

B. Rose


N.D.
Scales

Also in attendance:


Councillors:
S.J.

Goodfellow



M.C.M.
Lager

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Miss L. Barlow, Mrs K.E. Tearle and W.S. Tearle; and Councillor N.D. Scales would need to leave the Meeting early.
96.

MINUTES

RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting held 21st January 2008 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
97.
INTERESTS

Councillor P.A. Heath declared a personal interest in Minute 109 – Stop Stansted Expanding, as he is employed at the airport.

Councillor Mrs P.M. Lee declared a personal interest in Minute 103 – Maltings Lane, as she is a resident on that estate.

Councillor B. Rose declared a personal interest in Minute 105 – Environment Pollution – Parking on Humber Road Estate, as he is a District Councillor representing that Ward.

Councillor S.E. Hicks declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute 109 – Stop Stansted Expanding, as a family member is employed at the airport.

Councillor M.C.M. Lager declared a personal interest in Minute 114 – Allotments, as he has been involved as a District Councillor with complaints regarding the maintenance of the allotments.

ADJOURNMENT

The Chairman here adjourned the Meeting for comment from the members of press and public present.
Mr Richard Playle introduced Helen Waring and Brian Stevens.  He said that they all hold allotments in Cut Throat Lane and were concerned about the poor maintenance at the site.  He referred to the recent report produced by Braintree District Council Allotments Task Group.  He asked on behalf of the allotment holders that the Town Council considers taking over the management of the allotments and cited the River Walk as an example of what can be achieved by local management.  He explained that a precedent already exists as Halstead Town Council runs the allotments in its town on behalf of the District Council.
Ms Helen Waring spoke of the soaring popularity of allotments and the pittance paid in rent.  She considered that there is an opportunity for negotiation to improve security on the site and prevent crops being damaged.

Councillor B. Rose mentioned that he had highlighted a parcel of land in Witham that might be suitable for allotments.
Members agreed that there were serious concerns regarding the security of the allotments and the suggestion was made that the District Council Cabinet should be asked to hold discussions with the allotment holders.

It was agreed that whilst the matter of allotments would be discussed later in Private Session and an opinion formed as to whether the item could be moved into the Public Domain, this issue would be on the Agenda for the next Environment Committee Meeting.

The Chairman thanked Mr Playle, Ms Waring and Mr Stevens for their comments and reconvened the Meeting.

It was agreed to bring forward the item on the Witham Park Project.

98.
WITHAM PARK PROJECT


The Chairman welcomed Mrs Jenny Claydon, Braintree District Council, to the Meeting.


Mrs Claydon referred to the Minutes of the Park Meeting held 28th January 2008.  She spoke of her concerns regarding capital funding as repairs to the wall alone would be over £100,000.  She was grateful to the Town Council for its pledge of £24,000 but asked that consideration be given to increasing this funding.  She urged the Town Council to employ a park warden once the park is developed to deter vandalism and to clear litter.  Finally she spoke of the need to maintain special areas of planting and suggested that both Witham in Bloom and the Allotment Holders might be able to assist.


Members thanked Mrs Claydon for her energy in driving this project forward.  Members agreed that funding could continue over five years rather than the three already agreed but a discussion took place regarding whether it was prudent to take funds from the major repairs budget.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.

RESOLVED That the Town Council using its powers under Section 164 of the Public Health Act 1875, agrees the following items of expenditure –


That the sum of £8,000 per annum be pledged for a total of five years towards the Witham Park Project.

That an additional £2,000 per annum be pledged for four year towards the public conveniences in Witham Park.


RESOLVED That the issue of employing a local Park Warden be discussed when budgets are considered later in the year.

RESOLVED That the Town Council will make a contribution towards revenue costs of the planted high maintenance areas.


Members asked Mrs Claydon to ensure that the District Council continues to maintain and litter pick the park whilst this project is developed.


The Chairman thanked Mrs Claydon for attending the Meeting. 
99.
CARBON FOOTPRINT


(a)
Town Council Lighting


The Chairman welcomed Ian Stubbs, the Town Council street lighting contractor, to the Meeting to discuss alternative carbon reducing lighting.


Mr Stubbs explained that his company uses Gemma Lighting products that are manufactured in Portsmouth.  He detailed the main benefit of using LED lighting as being the long life of bulbs, approximately ten years as opposed to three for conventional bulbs.  He said that LED lighting would reduce energy costs by up to 75%.  All the energy in such bulbs goes into lighting rather than heating and consequently lower wattage bulbs can be used.

Mr Stubbs gave a display of two street light lanterns, the sodium lighting took a long time to heat up and gave an orange light and produced light pollution.  The LED light was instant, gave a white light that would be better for CCTV pictures and minimum light pollution.  He said that he had undertaken a survey of both the lighting in the Town Hall and the Town Council street lights, costings were still being finalised and Gemma Lighting would be able to calculate the carbon footprint for such lighting.


In answer to a question, Mr Stubbs said that LED lighting was more resistant to vandalism as the bulbs are hidden under the deflectors, the units were also water resistant unlike conventional lanterns.


The suggestion was made that as the street lights need replacing, the next six should be LED so that a trial could be undertaken.  The Town Clerk pointed out that it would be necessary to seek permission from the Highways Authority to replace conventional lights with new LED lights.  It was agreed to await costings before a decision is taken.




RESOLVED  That the information be received and costings awaited.

The Chairman thanked Mr Stubbs for attending the Meeting.
(b) Braintree District Council 

An email was received from Peter Chisnell.
Members agreed that it would be sensible to set up a Working Group to take this matter forward and that it should be further discussed at Town Council.




RESOLVED  That the email be received and noted.

RESOLVED  That the matter be referred to the Town Council and nominations deferred until then.
100.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.

RESOLVED  That the Town Clerk’s Report be received and noted.
101.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE

(a)
Minutes

The Minutes of the Meetings of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 21st January, 5th and 19th February and 4th March 2008 were received.



RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.

(b)
Street/Development Naming

A report was received concerning the use of names from the War Memorial for street and development naming.
It was agreed that the District Council should be asked to supply names already used so that duplication should not occur.

RESOLVED  That the report be received and the District Council asked to supply names that have already been used.
102.
RIVER WALK AND WHETMEAD

(a)
Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the River Walk and Whetmead Management Working Group held 24th January 2008 were received.



RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.

(b)
River Walk Pond
A report was received concerning the proposed dredging of the River Walk Pond.
Councillor B.J. Fleet as Chairman of the River Walk Group explained the difficulties in seeking quotations for the possible work as Health and Safety issues would need to be taken into consideration, however Mr Claydon from the Environment Agency has offered to draw up specifications.  The Town Clerk pointed out that there is limited money in the budget for such work.

RESOLVED  That the report and information be received; and Mr Claydon asked to draw up specifications so that tenders may be sought.

(c)
Land Adjacent to the River Walk


A report was received concerning the proposal to maintain the area of land adjacent to the River Walk near Highfields Road and Nettos Store.  

Members considered whether it would be sensible to seek transfer of this area of land but stressed that sufficient funds would also need to be transferred.

RESOLVED  That the report be received and negotiations be commenced with Braintree District Council to discuss the possible transfer of the land adjacent to the River Walk.

Councillor N.D. Scales left the Meeting.

103.
MALTINGS LANE


Councillor Mrs P.M. Lee had declared a personal interest in this matter.


Members were asked to further consider the facilities for the Maltings Lane Development.  

Members recognised the pressures placed on other facilities in the town but considered that without clear knowledge of the Section 106 Agreement it would be difficult to take this issue forward.  It was understood that the revised Section 106 Agreement has almost been finalised so now would be a good opportunity for the Town Council to seek sight of the agreement to have input on behalf of the residents of the Maltings Lane development.  The Town Clerk explained that she holds a copy of the original agreement, which she could circulate to Members, and would seek a draft copy of the revised agreement.

Members were reminded that at the Special Environment Meeting to be held on Wednesday, 26th March 2008 the Town Council’s request to be able to influence Section 106 expenditure in Witham would be discussed.


RESOLVED  That the information be received and a copy of the draft Section 106 Agreement be sought.
104.
TREES

(a)
New Planting

Members were informed that a meeting had been held with the Tree Officer at Braintree District Council on Thursday, 13th March 2008.




RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.

(b)
Tree Survey

A report was received concerning the annual survey of Town Council trees. 

The Town Clerk explained that in future a tree survey would only be undertaken every five years.


RESOLVED  That the survey be received and the Town Council using its powers under Section 10 of the Open Spaces Act 1906, authorises the recommended work to the trees at a cost of  £3,055.
105.
ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION – PARKING ON HUMBER ESTATE

Councillor B. Rose had declared a personal interest in this matter.


A report was received and Councillor Rose explained that he had raised this issue with Simon Taylor at the District Council, who had been asked to identify problem areas.  Members stressed the importance of consulting local residents.

RESOLVED  That the report be received and Simon Taylor asked to use the Humber Road estate as a pilot scheme.
106.
ENTRANCES TO THE TOWN

Recommendations from the Working Party that met on Wednesday, 8th March 2008 were received.

It was agreed that the Witham Local Committee be asked to provide funding for the proposed work to the entrances to the town.


RESOLVED  That the recommendations be received and the Witham Local Committee be asked to provide funding for the scheme.
107.
RESIDENT’S PARKING IN GUITHAVON STREET 
Letters were received from Mr Nye and the Parish Pastoral Council of the Holy Family and All Saints Catholic Church.  
Members congratulated Mr Nye on his comprehensive survey and considered that the new scheme was not working.  The Town Clerk pointed out that the County Council is adamant that it will make no changes and that it would be necessary to ask Mr Taylor at Braintree District Council to ask how many permits had been issued.
RESOLVED  That the letters be received and Simon Taylor asked how many permits had been issued for the bays in question and the matter referred back to Town Council. 
RESOLVED  That Mr Nye be thanked for undertaking this survey of parking.
108.
WITHAM TRAFFIC LIAISON

The Minutes of the Witham Traffic Liaison Meeting held 5th February 2008 were received and it was noted that the next Meeting will be held on 3rd June 2008.

RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and information noted.
109.
STOP STANSTED EXPANDING

Councillor P.A. Heath had declared a personal interest in this matter.

Councillor S.E. Hicks had declared a personal and prejudicial interest in this matter and left the Council Chamber.  Councillor B.J. Fleet took the Chair.


A letter was received from Stop Stansted Expanding Group asking that it be allowed to make a presentation to the Town Council.

Members considered that as this important issue affects the town in so many ways, the District Council should be asked to hold a Public Meeting inviting all interested parties to attend and give their views.  The opinion was given that a second runway should not be considered until a direct rail link from the east of the county was built.


RESOLVED  That the letter be received and the Witham Local Committee asked to hold a Public Meeting inviting all the relevant organisations to attend to give their views.

Councillor S.E Hicks returned to the Council Chamber and resumed the Chair.

110.
FLIGHT PATHS

A report was received regarding proposed flight paths.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
111.
A12 HATFIELD PEVEREL TO WITHAM LINK ROAD


A report was received concerning the proposals for major maintenance and improvements on the A12 as discussed at a meeting held 7th March 2008.

It was agreed that the proposed work to provide a third southbound lane between Hatfield Peverel and Witham; and to make improvements to the dangerously short slip road at Hatfield Peverel should be welcomed.  However Members were disappointed that no solution had been offered regarding a third northbound lane.

Members asked that the public conveniences adjacent to the A12 by Lynfields be demolished and the land transferred to the Town Council so that improvements to the entrance to the town could be made.  Members also asked that as the footpaths were of sufficient width they should both be cycleways as well.

RESOLVED  That the report be received and the improvements welcomed.

RESOLVED  That disappointment be voiced that a third northbound lane has not been proposed.


RESOLVED  That the public conveniences adjacent to the A12 be demolished immediately and the area landscaped following which an application to transfer ownership to the Town Council be made.


RESOLVED  That the footpaths on both sides of the A12 be converted to cycleways as well.

Councillor P.A. Heath left the Meeting.
112.
ESSEX TRUCK WATCH


Details of the Essex County Council Trading Standards campaign to enforce weight restrictions were received.

Members discussed the weight restrictions in Bridge Street and remembered that they had been specifically designed to allow for easy enforcement.


RESOLVED  That the details be received and Essex County Council asked to enforce the weight restrictions in Bridge Street.
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meeting) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest.

113.
LIGHTING ON THE RIVER WALK


A report was received regarding the installation of a proposed light on the River Walk.

The Town Clerk explained that by installing a light on an unofficial footpath, the Town Council would be condoning its use and therefore it would be necessary under Health and Safety legislation to surface the path.


Members were divided as the Youth Council had consistently asked for a light and was prepared to allocate £450 from its budget towards the costs.  After much discussion it was agreed that the installation of a light on the River Walk should be refused.


RESOLVED  That the report be received and the installation of a light on the River Walk be refused.

RESOLVED  That The John Bramston School be asked to lock its gate onto the River Walk.


RESOLVED  That the Youth Council be informed as to the reasons why the light will not be installed.
Whilst the above item was being discussed, Councillor Mrs P.M. Lee left the Meeting.
114.
ALLOTMENTS

A report was received regarding the status of the allotments in the town.  
Members were informed that NALC solicitors had been asked to clarify the situation but a response was still awaited.  The District Council had maintained that as the original deeds to the land had not specified its use, they were ‘non-statutory’ allotments and could be closed without recourse to the Secretary of State.
It was agreed that a sensible way forward would be to hold a meeting with the allotment holders.

RESOLVED  That the report be received and a meeting organised with the allotment holders.
In view of the time it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders.

RESOLVED  That Standing Order 4(a) be suspended for ten minutes to allow for completion of business.
Comment was made that as the allotments in Halstead are managed by the Town Council, a precedent had been set.

115.
PUBLIC DOMAIN
Members considered that both items discussed in Private Session should be moved into the Public Domain.
RESOLVED  That both Minutes 113 – Lighting on the River Walk and 114 – Allotments should be moved into the Public Domain.
There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 10.01 p.m.

Councillor S.E. Hicks
Chairman
AH/GK/20.3.2008 

�








� Enquiries have revealed that the Town Council would not qualify for a loan from the Carbon Trust.
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