Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment Committee held 12th November 2007.  Cont … 
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Present:           Councillors:
S.E.
Hicks

(Chairman)



Miss
L.

Barlow




P.R.
Barlow



B.J.
Fleet

Mrs
P.M.
Lee


Mrs
J.M.
Money

B. Rose


N.D.
Scales

Also in attendance:  
Cllrs
S.J. 
Goodfellow




M.C.M.
Lager

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P.A. Heath, S.J. Lambourne, Mrs K.E. Tearle and W.S. Tearle.
62.
MINUTES

RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment Committee held 18th September 2007 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
63.
INTERESTS

Councillor S.J. Goodfellow declared a personal interest in Minute 64 – Rickstones Road Parking, as he would be affected by this proposal.
Councillor B.J. Fleet declared a personal interest in Minute 70(b) – Tree planting in The Avenue, as he is a resident in that road.

During the Meeting at Minute 71 – Environmental Pollution, Councillor Miss L. Barlow declared a personal interest as she would be affected by any alterations to the parking provision in Humber Road.

ADJOURNMENT

The Chairman adjourned the Meeting for comment from the members of press and public present.

Mrs Chew, 2 Rickstones Road, Witham and her neighbours complained about the commuter parking in Rickstones Road.  They explained that following the introduction of commuter parking restrictions in Manor Road, commuters now park their vehicles near the mini roundabout in Rickstones Road causing serious congestion and danger as vehicles mount the pavement to squeeze past each other.

The Chairman thanked the public for their comments and reconvened the Meeting.

64.
RICKSTONES ROAD 

Councillor S.J. Goodfellow had declared a personal interest in this application.


A request was received from Councillor S.J. Goodfellow that consideration should be given to installing commuter parking restrictions in Rickstones Road near the junction with Cressing Road.


Members agreed that this was a serious problem, not only causing congestion and delay, particularly to residents, but a danger to pedestrians.  Whilst recognising the need to look at parking as a whole, Members agreed that Essex County Council should be asked to consider implementing commuter parking restrictions as a matter of urgency.  The suggestion was made that such parking might constitute an obstruction and police advice should be sought.

RESOLVED  That Essex County Council be asked to introduce a one hour commuter parking restriction in Rickstones Road, along a length it considers to be appropriate, and that the Police be asked to consider whether the commuter parking constitutes a safety hazard.
65.
RECYCLING AT SCHOOLS
The Chairman welcomed Mr Jan Lardelli, Recycling Officer, Braintree District Council to the Meeting.

Mr Lardelli explained that the District Council had been looking at recycling in schools and for some of the smaller schools it has been possible to include them in the kerbside collection.  He said that a questionnaire had been sent to the 61 schools in the district and he had received positive feedback.  He believed that by recycling, schools would be able to save money on their current waste collection costs.  He said that a trial scheme involving seventeen primary and three secondary schools would commence in January 2008.  He informed Members that the schools would be provided with two 11,000 litre bins, one for paper and the other for cardboard, plastic and tin.  Each classroom would have a plastic box so that the pupils could take an active part in the sorting.  There would be a fortnightly collection using an existing, dedicated vehicle.
In answer to a question, Mr Lardelli explained that if the scheme proved successful it would be extended to all schools, although some funding would be necessary.  Members commented that school governors should re-enforce the message and promote the scheme.  

RESOLVED  That the Town Council supports the pilot scheme and asks that wherever possible infant schools linked to a junior school, should work together.
The Chairman thanked Mr Lardelli for his presentation.

66.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.





RESOLVED  That the Report be received and noted.
67.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE
The Minutes of the Meetings of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 18th September, 1st, 16th and 31st October 2007 were received.




RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received.

68.
RIVER WALK AND WHETMEAD MANAGEMENT WORKING GROUP 

(a)
Minutes


The Minutes of the Meeting held 20th September 2007 were received.





RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received.


(b)
Refurbishment Works

A letter was received from Braintree District Council concerning proposals to refurbish some of the footpaths on the River Walk.

The Town Clerk explained that remedial work to some of the footpaths had been promised before the Town Council had taken over the River Walk.  Trip hazards had been identified yet three years later they had still not been repaired.
Members agreed that this was unacceptable and that the District Council should be reminded of its obligation.

RESOLVED  That the letter be received and Braintree District Council informed that if the remedial work has not been undertaken by the end of the year, the Town Council will employ a contractor and seek reimbursement.
69.
LIGHTING THE RIVER WALK

In the light of the presentation made by Mr John Palombi of the Witham and Countryside Society, Members were asked to consider the Youth Council’s amended request that a single light, to be lit between the hours of dusk and 7 p.m.,


be erected on the River Walk, between the back entrance to John Bramston School and Mill Lane.


Much discussion followed concerning whether the school should be asked to close off the entrance at dusk, whether a light could be erected on the school premises, if it would be possible to vandal-proof a solar powered street light and the need to consult neighbours.


RESOLVED  That the matter be further investigated and neighbouring residents consulted.
70.
TREE PLANTING

(a)
Tree Planting Scheme


Members commented that it was not the lack of budget that prevented tree planting in the past but the need to identify suitable locations.  Members were reminded of the inordinate amount of work that obtaining statutory undertakers’ authority entails.    

It was agreed that a partnership with Braintree District Council should be sought as in the past it had undertaken the statutory undertakers’ authority and Members should identify areas in their wards where tree planting would be appropriate.


RESOLVED  That Members be asked to identify suitable areas in their wards where tree planting could occur and that a partnership be sought for tree planting with Braintree District Council.

(b)
The Avenue


Councillor B.J. Fleet had declared a personal interest in this matter.


A copy of a grant application made by Councillor B.J. Fleet was received for tree planting in The Avenue.


RESOLVED  That the grant application be received and noted.
71.
ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION  

A letter was received from Mrs Threadgold relating to her concerns regarding environmental pollution.

Members were sympathetic to Mrs Threadgold’s sentiments particularly in relation to parking on grass verges.  The Committee recognised that in some areas of the town there was insufficient parking provision and cited as an example, Humber Road where residents had no choice but to park on the greensward.  

It was agreed that Greenfields, the new housing association, should be asked to make the provision of lay bys for parking an early priority.


RESOLVED  That Mrs Threadgold’s letter be received and noted.

RESOLVED  That the Town Council consult with Greenfields Housing Association to seek the provision of parking as an early priority.

During the discussion of the above item Councillor Miss L. Barlow declared a personal interest as she would be affected by parking in Humber Road.
72.
ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL’S GUIDE TO DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTIONS AND THE PROVISION OF COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE – CONSULTATION DOCUMENT

Members were informed that the Essex County Council’s Guide to Development Contributions and the Provision of Community Infrastructure had been received in the Office.


Members agreed the importance of reading the document and asked if the Town Clerk could undertake this, when her other duties allowed.

RESOLVED  That the information be received and the Town Clerk read the document when her other duties allow.
73.
BUDGET

A proposed budget was received.


Councillor Lager advised that as 100% funding for Maldon Road Park was being sought through the Lottery Fund, there was no longer a need to earmark £24,000 towards the project.  He proposed that £8,000 be put in to a Partnership Work Budget so that seats and litter bins could be renovated, street names cleaned and entrances to the town improved.

The suggestion was made that as there was no longer a need to fund Maldon Road Park that £16,000 could be allotted to car parking improvements.


RESOLVED  That the following budget bids should be presented to the Estimates Sub-Committee for consideration –

Pensions



-
£11,000


Equipment



-
£16,000


Lighting of footpaths


-
  £8,000


Period Garden



-
  £2,000


Closed Churchyard


-
  £8,000

Trees




-
  £2,000


James Cooke Wood


-
  £8,000

Environmental Improvements (HERS) -
£10,000


CCTV




-
£27,500


River Walk



-
£40,000


Whetmead



-
£20,000


Car parking provision


-
£16,000





Central Services


-          £69,720





Total




-        £238,220


In addition the following items are in Earmarked Reserves





Equipment



-
  £5,000





Environmental improvements (HERS)  -
£10,000





River Walk



-
£14,900





Whetmead



-
  £6,345





Partnership Working


-
  £8,000





Total Committee Expenditure
-        £282,465


In view of the time, Members agreed to bring forward the Item on CCTV.

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED  That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meeting) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest.

74.
CCTV


(a)
Report

A report was received.




RESOLVED  That the report be received.


(b)
Rescission Notice

The Rescission Notice was received.

RESOLVED  That in view of the time, Standing Order 4(a), be suspended to allow this item to be completed.





RESOLVED  That the Rescission Notice be received.

It was agreed that the outstanding items on the Agenda should be referred to the Resources Committee.




RESOLVED  That the outstanding items on the Agenda –




Item13 – East of England Plan




Item 14 – Section 106 Agreement




Item 15 - Street Naming




Item 16 – Crittall Bridge Bowls Club




Item 17 – Staffing

be referred for consideration by the Resources Committee Meeting to be held 10th December 2007.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 10.08 p.m.

Councillor S.E. Hicks


Chairman


AH/GK/GK/ 14.11.2007
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