Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment Committee held 9th November 2009.  Continued……

[image: image1.jpg]QUALITY
TOWN
COUNCIL



Witham Town CouncilPRIVATE 

Town Hall

Newland Street

Witham
Essex
CM8 2FE
Telephone: 01376 520627


Fax:       01376 501358


email 
townclerk@witham.gov.uk
website
witham.gov.uk


MINUTES
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Goodman





M.C.M.     
Lager
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Lee
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Scales


Mrs
K.E.

Tearle


APOLOGIES



Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Miss L. Barlow, N. Coughlan 

and W.S. Tearle.
56.

MINUTES

RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of Environment 

Committee held 8th September 
2009 be confirmed as a true 


record and signed by the Chairman.

57.
INTERESTS


There were no declarations of interest but later in the Meeting at Minute 66 (c) -

Highway Matters, Joint Traffic Liaison Meeting, Councillor M.C.M. Lager declared a 
personal interest as he is a Member appointed by Essex County Council.
58.
QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

There was no member of the press or public present at the Meeting.
59.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.


RESOLVED  That the Town Clerk’s Report be received and 
noted.
60.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE


The Minutes of the Meetings of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 14th and 28th September; and 13th and 27th October 2009 were received.

Councillor P.R. Barlow reported on his attendance at the District Council’s Planning Committee Meeting as a co-optee to make representations on application 09/01185/OUT – Cerine, 105, Braintree Road, Witham and was appalled by the quality of decision.  He explained that the following item on the Agenda was to approve the Vehicle Parking Standards – Design and Good Practice, which specifies a minimum of two parking spaces for two bedroom dwellings, yet the Cerine application for six two-bedroom flats was approved despite only 1.5 spaces per flat apparently on the basis that three extra parking bays had been negotiated by officers to raise the number from six to nine.  He asked whether the matter could be raised with the Parliamentary Ombudsman.  The Town Clerk said that she would need to check but that the Town Council could in any event raise a formal complaint of maladministration.  Councillor Barlow said that a proposal to defer the matter was apparently ignored as the Chairman did not seek a seconder but asked for a proposal to refuse or approve.  He said that the Members were unable to accept that there are no highway rights on the private road and the adverse impact that this application would cause.

Members agreed that the Planning Committee was wrong to make a decision without taking into regard emerging policy.  The question was asked whether parking restrictions would be possible on a private road and the Town Clerk advised that it depended on whether the road was up to acceptable highway standards.  



RESOLVED  That a formal complaint be made to Braintree 

District Council and enquiries undertaken regarding the matter 
being referred to the Parliamentary Ombudsman.


RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.
61.
RIVER WALK AND WHETMEAD MANAGEMENT WORKING GROUP

(a)
MINUTES



The Minutes of the Meeting of the River Walk and Whetmead Management Working Group held 20th October 2009 were received.




RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received.

(b)
RIVER WALK MANAGEMENT PLAN


A report was received concerning the proposal to commission a formal 5 to 10 year management plan.

Members supported the proposal to commission a survey-based Management Plan by EECOS.



RESOLVED  That the report be received and the Town Council 
using its powers under Section 10(a)of the Open Spaces Act, 
authorises a survey-based Management Plan by EECOS at a cost 
of £3,300.

(c)
DREDGING THE POND


Members were informed that a third quotation to dredge the pond is being sought.



RESOLVED  That the information be received.
62.
A FUTURE FOR OUR TOWN


A report was received regarding information being sought from the Environment Agency 
concerning the proposed flood storage system to alleviate flooding on the River 
Blackwater downstream from Coggeshall. The results of that survey are due in the spring 
of 2010.

A letter from Braintree District Council regarding recycling in schools was tabled.


The Town Clerk advised that the ‘recycling’ litter bin installed opposite the Town Hall on 
a trial basis has been removed as the litter was not being sorted.



RESOLVED  That the report and information be received.

63.
RAIL TRAIL


A report was received concerning a proposed bridge over the River Brain to connect the 
north and south sections of the Rail Trail.


RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.

64.
FOREST ROAD POND


A report was received regarding Members’ concerns in relation to the pond at Forest 
Road and an email from a resident at Lime Close reflecting these concerns and 
volunteering to assist, was tabled.

Members agreed that the Forest Road pond is sadly neglected and that the owners, 
presumably now Greenfields Community Housing, should be asked to take remedial 
action and the resident asked if she is content for her details to be passed on to 
Greenfields.



RESOLVED  That the report be received and a strong letter sent 

to Greenfields asking that remedial action be taken.


RESOLVED  That the resident be contacted to ascertain whether 

she would be happy for her details to be forwarded to Greenfields.
65.
SECTION 106 AGREEMENT

(a) Braintree District Council

A letter was received from Braintree District Council concerning an Overview and Scrutiny Study of Section 106 Agreements.
Members agreed that in addition to being consulted on how Section 106 money is spent, they would wish this money to be devolved down so that the Town Council could decide how best to spend for the benefit of the town and residents.


RESOLVED  That the letter be received and that consultation on 
how the money should be spent and devolution of the money to 
the Town Council should form the basis of the response.

(b)
Essex County Council 
A letter was received from Councillor Hume regarding the station footbridge and other Section 106 monies.  Members asked that full details of all Section 106 money, from what development, how much received, on what it has been spent and how much is remaining, should be obtained.

RESOLVED  That the letter be received and a full breakdown of 
Section 106 money be requested from Essex County Council.
66.
HIGHWAY MATTERS

(a)
A12
Members were informed that work commenced on the A12 Witham to Hatfield Maintenance Scheme on 3rd November 2009.

RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
(b)
Saul’s Bridge

Members were informed that the County Council traffic review for Witham, including Saul’s Bridge is still awaited.
Members were disappointed that the results of the traffic review are still unforthcoming and agreed that a letter should be sent to Essex County Council seeking information.


RESOLVED  That a letter be sent to Essex County Council 
seeking the results of the traffic review.

(c)  
Joint Traffic Liaison Meeting


Councillor M.C.M. Lager declared a personal interest as he is an Essex County Council 
representative on the Committee.

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 6th October 2009 were received.

It was noted that at Paragraph 14.3, a request that double yellow lines be installed in 
Lifchild Close should be considered at the next Environment Committee Meeting.



RESOLVED That the Minutes be received and the item on 


proposed double yellow lines in Lifchild Close be considered by 

the Environment Committee at the next Meeting.
67.
BUDGET 2010/11


Budget figures for the Environment Committee for 2010/11 were tabled.


Councillor M.C.M. Lager detailed the figures and explained the reasoning behind particular budget bids.  He considered that whilst the open spaces equipment is comparatively new it would be sensible to put a sum aside each year to fund replacements.  He said that additional money would be needed for the lighting of footpaths budget as some lamp columns were likely to need replacing, likewise environmental improvements would be increased for the proposed bridge over the River Brain.  £10,000 had been put into the proposed highways budget for improvements to be made to the entrances to the town.  It was hoped that the extension to the CCTV system in the area of the railway station would be funded through this year’s budget but capital funding would be needed for the Automated Number Plate Recognition system and stand alone mobile cameras for trouble spots such as Whetmead; and ongoing funding for surveillance.  Councillor Lager reminded Members of the Town Council’s proposal to apply for a Green Flag Award for the River Walk which meant higher standards of maintenance. Erosion repairs to the riverbank would be required along with dredging of the duck pond. It was proposed to add to the reserves for funding Maldon Road Park improvements.  

Members supported the budget figures and recognised the high level of work involved by Chairmen and the Town Clerk.




RESOLVED  That the following budget bids should be presented 


to the Estimates Sub-Committee for consideration –



Pensions


-
   £9,500




Equipment


-
 £13,000




Lighting of footpaths


-
 £10,000




Period Garden


-
   £1,500




Closed Churchyard


-
   £7,300




Trees


-
   £1,500




James Cooke Wood


-
   £7,300




Environmental Improvements

-
 £10,000




Highway Matters


-
 £10,000




CCTV


-
 £30,000




River Walk


-
 £40,000




Whetmead


-
 £18,000




Maldon Road Park


-
 £10,000




Total


-
£168,100

Councillor N.D. Scales left the Meeting during the discussion of the above item.

68.
WITHAM AREA PARTNERSHIP SCHEME 


A report was received giving an update on the Witham Area Partnership Scheme.



RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC





RESOLVED That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to 



Meeting) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the 



Meeting for the following items of Business on the grounds that 



publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest.
69.
RIVER WALK MAP


A report was received concerning a proposed map of the River Walk.

Members agreed that the map would increase the public’s awareness of the River Walk and considered that on balance it should be sold at 50 pence per copy, however, complimentary copies should be given to amenity organisations such as the Witham and Countryside Society.  Members asked that the original artwork should be retained by the Town Council so that further copies could be easily obtained.






RESOLVED  That the report be received, the principle of a 



user friendly map being produced by the District Council be 



agreed and the cost of the map being 50 pence per copy.
70.
PUBLIC DOMAIN

It was agreed that Minute 69 – River Walk Map, should be moved into the Public Domain.




RESOLVED  That Minute 69 – River Walk Map, be 




moved into the Public Domain.


There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 8.50 p.m.


Councillor S.E. Hicks

Chairman


AH/GK16.11.2009
�














� Residents of Lifchild Close are experiencing irresponsible parking at the junction with Pondholton Drive causing difficulties when exiting.  Consultation letters are being sent to residents of the area.
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