Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment Committee held 7th July 2009.  Continued……
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MINUTES
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Present:
Councillors:

S.E.

Hicks

(Chairman)




B.J.

Fleet






J.C.

Goodman





M.C.M.     
Lager


Mrs
P.M.

Lee


N.D.

Scales


Mrs
K.E.

Tearle

Also in attendance Councillor
S.J.

Goodfellow

APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Miss L. Barlow and P.R. 
Barlow.
16.
MINUTES

RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the 
Environment Committee held 12th May 2009 be confirmed as a 
true record and signed by the Chairman.

17.
INTERESTS


No interests were declared.
18.
QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

No member of the press or public was present.
19.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.

Minute 7 – A12 Hatfield Peverel to Witham Improvements

Members were dismayed that no response had yet been received from the Highways Agency regarding a ‘Quirk’ transfer of the public convenience site.  It was agreed that a copy of the correspondence should be forwarded to Mr Newmark, MP, asking that he intercedes on the Town Council’s behalf for an early reply.


RESOLVED  That a copy of the correspondence be forwarded to 
Mr Newmark asking that he intercedes for an early reply.


Minute 10 – Pedestrian Footbridge at Railway Station

Members were likewise dismayed that no response had yet been received from Essex County Council and suggested that the responsible Cabinet Member be informed accordingly.  Members also suggested that both Essex County Councillors should be pressing for an early reply.



RESOLVED  That a letter be sent to the responsible Cabinet 
Member of Essex County Council asking for an early reply to the 
Town Council’s enquiries.


RESOLVED  That the Town Clerk’s Report be received and 
noted.
20.
BLACKWATER RAIL TRAIL


A report was received concerning the Blackwater Rail Trail.

Members were informed that it was agreed at the Witham Local Committee to arrange a site meeting to see whether the proposed route is viable.  


RESOLVED  That the report be received and developments from 
Braintree District Council awaited.
21.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE
(a) MINUTES


The Minutes of the Meetings of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 12th and 26th May; and 9th and 23rd June 2009 were received.



RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.

(b)
SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING FOR SHOP FRONTS


A report was received concerning supplementary planning for shop fronts.

It was agreed that Members needed to read the Shop Front Pattern Book in order to ensure best practice and to contribute to the Local Development Framework.  Members considered that it would be useful to have guidelines with regard to shops in the Conservation Area.   


RESOLVED  That further copies of the Shop Front Pattern Book 
be purchased and circulated to Members in time for feed-back at 
the next Environment Committee Meeting.
22.
RIVER WALK AND WHETMEAD MANAGEMENT WORKING GROUP

(a)
MINUTES


The Minutes of the Meeting of the River Walk and Whetmead Management Working Group held 17th June 2009 were received.



RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.

(b)
PROPOSED BRIDGE BETWEEN CHIPPING HILL AND BRAMBLE ROAD

The Town Clerk explained that members of the public had made an unofficial path close to the river bank which was dangerous in wet weather as walkers could slip into the river.  She had sought advice from Zurich Risk Management and was advised that the path should be fit for purpose and a proper bridge installed over the culvert.  The Town Clerk warned Members that if they did not heed her advice the Town Council and they as Councillors would be jointly and severally liable for any damages under the law.  She reminded them that there is now a new law of corporate manslaughter.  She suggested that a woodchip path be installed and in place of a bridge over the culvert a pipe be installed and covered with earth.  She was concerned that the Management Working Group had once again gone against her advice and asked for the pathway to be mown. 


Members agreed that to take no action was not an option in the circumstances as it was known that walkers use the path.  



RESOLVED  That the information be received, a new woodchip 
pathway constructed, and a pipe be installed and covered with 
earth rather than a bridge over the culvert.
23.
PROPOSED PUFFIN CROSSING – B1018 MALDON ROAD, WITHAM

The Public Notice in regard to the proposed Puffin Crossing in Maldon Road was received.

Members welcomed the installation of the new crossing which they understood would eventually be adapted as a Toucan Crossing once the cycleway is extended.


RESOLVED  That the Public Notice be received and noted.
24.
MALTING LANE FORUM

The Notes from the Maltings Lane Forum held 20th May 2009 were received.

Members were pleased that the Maltings Lane Forum had once again met.  Members’ concerns that the land, surplus to requirements at the school, should be retained as public open space or for parking were highlighted.  It was therefore agreed that Essex County Councillor Derek Louis should be briefed on the situation and the Town Council supports the recommendation that the land be retained.


RESOLVED  That the Town Council supports the view that the 
surplus land should be retained as public open space or for car 
parking and Councillor Derek Louis be advised of the situation.


RESOLVED  That the Notes of the meeting be received.
25.
WITHAM ALLOTMENT AND LEISURE GARDENERS ASSOCIATION (WALGA)

A report was received concerning the Allotments.

Members spoke of the success and commitment of the allotment holders and their frustration at the lack of interest originally displayed by Braintree District Council.  Members recognised that WALGA would prefer working with the Town Council as opposed to the District Council but concerns were raised regarding funding and staffing such a project.  After much discussion it was agreed that due to the unknown cost implications, it would be preferable for the District Council to continue to operate the allotments but that the Town Council assists whenever necessary.


RESOLVED  That the Town Council continues to support 
WALGA but that it has neither the funds nor staff to take on 
responsibility for allotments.


RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
26.
CAR PARKING – TOWN COUNCIL CAR PARKS


A report was received concerning the Town Council car parks being included in the new Braintree Off-street Parking Legislation.  

The Town Clerk advised that new parking permits would be issued once the regulations are in force but she considered it unlikely that parking would be enforced outside office hours.


RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
27.
A FUTURE FOR OUR TOWN


Members were reminded that the review of the survey ‘A Future for our Town’ had been discussed by the Town Council and it was agreed that the relevant sections would be considered by the Environment Committee.  


Members recognised that work would be necessary to identify areas requiring action and that budget bids would be required in due course.


Members discussed the problems of badly maintained and missing street signs; and problems with footpaths often caused by parking on the pavement.  It was agreed to raise the matter of parking on the pavements with the new Police Inspector, Mick Pitcher when he attends the Meeting of the Community.



RESOLVED  That priorities be identified and considered at the 
next Environment Committee Meeting.


RESOLVED  That vehicles parking on pavements be raised with 
Inspector Pitcher at the Community Committee Meeting.
28.
WITHAM AND COUNTRYSIDE SOCIETY – PROPOSALS TO OBTAIN LISTED BUILDING STATUS


A report was received concerning English Heritage’s decision not to list Witham Railway Station.

Members were mindful that English Heritage had also been asked to consider listing Chipping Hill School.


RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to 
Meeting) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the 
Meeting for the following items of Business on the grounds that 
publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest.

29.
CCTV


A report was received.


RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.

30.
RIVER WALK DUCK POND


Quotations for the restoration of the pathway adjacent to the Duck Pond were received.

Members agreed that the quotation from Wrights Farm Contracts Ltd, for £2,250 to restore the pathway, should be accepted.



RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its powers under 
Section 10 of  the Open Spaces Act 1906 should accept the 
quotation from Wrights Farm Contracts Ltd to restore the pathway 
at a cost of £2,250.
31.
PUBLIC DOMAIN

It was agreed that Minute 30 – River Walk Duck Pond, discussed in Private Session, should be moved into the Public Domain.





RESOLVED  That Minute 30 – River Walk Duck Pond, 




discussed in Private Session, should be moved into the Public 



Domain.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.02 p.m.

Councillor S.E. Hicks


Chairman 


AH/GK/9.7.2009
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