Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment Committee held 1.6.2010.   Continued.
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Witham Town Council

Town Hall,

Newland Street,

Witham, 

CM8 2FE.

Tel:
01376 520627

Fax:
01376 501358

Email:
townclerk@witham.gov.uk
Web:
www.witham.gov.co.uk
MINUTES
Special Meeting of:
Environment Committee
Date:
Tuesday, 1st June 2010



Present:  

Councillors: 
S.E.
Hicks

(Chairman)





Miss
L.
Barlow

(arrived 7.02 p.m.)




P.R.
Barlow




N. 
Coughlan




J.C.
Goodman





N.D.
Scales

Also in attendance:
Cllrs.
S.J.
Goodfellow





J.
Abbott 
(Rivenhall Parish Council)





R.
Wright

(Rivenhall Parish Council)

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting to discuss the Town Council’s objections and the joint submission with Rivenhall Parish Council that will be made to the District Council’s Core Strategy Submission Draft in regard to land off Forest Road and the consultation with local residents.

APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors B.J. Fleet, M.C.M. Lager, Mrs P.M. Lee, Mrs K.E. Tearle and W.S. Tearle.
27.
INTERESTS

Councillor J. Abbott declared a personal interest as the Chairman of Rivenhall 
Parish Council making representations regarding the Local Development 
Framework process.

Councillor Miss L. Barlow arrived at the Meeting.

28.
QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

The Chairman asked the member of the public present if he had any statements or 
questions.


Mr T. Sheehan, a resident of Poplar Close, Witham expressed his concern about 
the Core Strategy and enquired about the Town Council’s proposals.
29.
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION OF BRAINTREE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
CORE STRATEGY SUBMISSION DRAFT

A letter was received from Braintree District Council concerning the consultation 
process.





RESOLVED  That the letter be received and noted.
30.
PLANNING CONSULTANT’S REPORT
The Planning Consultant’s Report was received.


A detailed suggested representation from Councillor J. Abbott was tabled.


Members considered that it is extremely important to ensure that strong 
objections are in place, as a back up, should the Core Strategy not be withdrawn 
in light of the new Government’s commitments.  It was reported that there had 
been an article in the national press that letters had been sent to all Planning 
Authorities that the Regional Spatial Strategy would be discarded.
  However,  
Members agreed that it was unlikely that Planning Authorities would be asked to 
start the process from the beginning and waste years of work.

Braintree District Council is of the opinion that it is essential that proposed 
alternative sites are clear and viable.  The Conrad Road site would offer 150 units, 
a deficiency of 150 from the Forest Road site, but it was pointed out that 135 
surplus units had been included in the strategy.  Only 250 units have been 
allocated to the 51 small villages in the District which amounted to less than 0.3 
units per village per year therefore even an increase to 300 would have little 
impact whilst ensuring growth and housing for villagers.

Members considered that the District Council had over scored the Forest Road 
site whist Conrad Road had been under scored.  It had been proved that both sites 
were equi-distant from the Town Centre and the railway station.  The District 
Council’s premise that there would be loss of open space at Conrad Road is 
erroneous as the community orchard would not be affected whilst at Forest Road 
the golf course is immediately adjacent to the proposed growth location.  
Boundary issues and 
encroachment into the countryside could not be 
maintained.  It was considered that the site at Conrad Road would be sustainable 
and give the local schools an opportunity to grow.

Members agreed that there should be a twin track approach using both the 
consultant’s report with the more detailed representations from Councillor J. 
Abbott.  
Members were reminded that developers propose that the site in Forest Road would eventually increase from three hundred to between five and seven hundred units.

Members were informed that the next Local Development Framework Meeting at Braintree District Council was scheduled for Tuesday, 15th June 2010.  

The Town Clerk advised that there would be a meeting with the Planning Consultant on Thursday, 10th June at 3 p.m. to discuss the submission.





RESOLVED  That the Consultant’s Report be received 




and amalgamated with Councillor J. Abbott’s 





representations. 
31.
CONSULTATION WITH RESIDENTS

A suggested letter to residents was tabled.


The Town Clerk advised that it is proposed to write to the 1,400 households in the 
streets off Forest Road explaining the Town Council’s proposals and to enclose a 
copy of the District Council’s booklet – Future Planning Proposals up to 2026. 
Members were asked to agree the expenditure for postage in the region of 
£350.00 plus stationery and administration costs. She explained that this would be 
a mammoth task for the office but she hoped that the letters would be posted by 
the end of the week.

The Town Clerk advised that residents would be tempted to object to the strategy on the basis that they did not want the development and the traffic chaos that would ensue.  It was important to ensure that residents understood the procedure and the legitimate objections that they could make.  Members recognised that it would not be possible for residents just to copy the Councils’ representations but they would need to say that the strategy was not justified, effective or legally compliant.  
Members discussed ways of ensuring that residents’ responses would be legitimate in the eyes of the Planning Inspector.  It was agreed that residents would be invited to choose from each category the one issue that they consider to be the most important and that the corresponding paragraph be detailed for ease of reference in the letter.  It was also suggested that the ways to respond to the consultation should be listed.

Members were concerned about the complexities of the representations and suggested that a public meeting be organised.
  Members undertook to email the Town Clerk any amendments they would wish made to the letter by 10.30 a.m. on Wednesday, 2nd June 2010 and their availability to attend the public meeting.
It was suggested that any email or telephone enquiries regarding the letter and representations should be referred to the Town Hall in the first instance and then referred to a North Ward Member for a response.




RESOLVED  That a letter with the agreed amendments be 



sent to residents and a Public Meeting to be held at Forest 



Road Community Centre be organised.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 7.45 p.m.

Councillor S.E. Hicks

Chairman
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� Please see letter from Secretary of State (attached).


� The Town Clerk authorised expenditure of £112.34 to have the last 330 letters and attachments printed when the office photocopier broke down.


� The Public Meeting will be held at the Forest Road Community centre at 7.30 p.m. on Monday, 14th June 2010.


� The letter sent to residents is attached for Members’ information.





