Minutes of the Meeting of Environment Committee be held 19-07-10.  Continued 
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PRIVATE 

Town Hall, Newland Street,

Witham, Essex, CM8 2FE.

Telephone: 01376 520627

Fax:            01376 501358

Website   www.witham.gov.uk


Email:  townclerk@witham.gov.uk 





MINUTES
Meeting of:

Environment Committee

Date:

Monday, 19th July 2010



Present:

Councillors:

S.E.

Hicks

(Chairman)





Miss
L. 

Barlow






P.R. 

Barlow











B.J.

Fleet







M.C.M.
Lager










Mrs
P.M.

Lee






N.D.

Scales

Also in attendance:

Cllr.
S.E.

Goodfellow


APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors N. Coughlan, J.C. Goodman, 
Mrs K.E. Tearle and W.S. Tearle.
32.
MINUTES





RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meetings of the 




Environment Committee held 17th May and 1st June 2010 




be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
33.
INTERESTS


Councillor M.C.M. Lager declared a personal interest in Minutes 35 & 38 – District Council’s Core Strategy as he is a Member of the District Council’s Local Development Framework Panel, 43 - Green Heart of Essex Campaign, as a Member of the District Council and 46 - Witham Town Park, and 48 – Town Centre Economy, as a Member of the District Council’s Local Committee.

Councillor Miss L. Barlow declared a personal interest in Minutes 35 & 38 – District Council’s Core Strategy, and 43 - Green Heart of Essex Campaign, as a Member of the District Council and Minutes 46 – Witham Town Park, and 48 – Town Centre Economy, as a Member of the District Council’s Local Committee.

34.
QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC


The Chairman asked whether there was any comment from the members of the public present.

Mrs Green of Cressing Road, Witham explained that she wrote the letter of complaint regarding the District Council’s Core Strategy.  She was concerned that residents of Cressing Road and Conrad Road were not consulted with regard the Town Council’s preference for the Conrad Road site.


The Chairman thanked Mrs Green for her comments and it was agreed to take this item next.
35.
DISTRICT COUNCIL’S CORE STRATEGY


LETTER OF COMPLAINT


Councillors Miss L. Barlow and M.C.M. Lager had declared personal interests.


A letter of complaint was received from Mr and Mrs Green.


Members explained that it was considered necessary to object to the proposed development site in Forest Road and as a consequence an alternative site needed to be identified as part of the procedure.  It was considered that the site in Conrad Road, which had originally been identified by the Local Development Framework Panel, was preferable as there would be direct access onto the B1018.  Members were conscious that the District Council had failed, in their opinion, to investigate fully the site and further consultation with residents to ascertain whether the site is viable would be necessary.  It was recognised however that the proposed alternative site would attract objections.

Members understood Mr and Mrs Green’s concerns regarding not being consulted but to have increased the consultation further would have been prohibitively expensive.


It was explained that the Government no longer requires housing numbers based on the Regional Spatial Strategy and in future housing needs will be determined locally according to requirements and residents’ views.





RESOLVED  That the letter be received and a reply 




summarising the Town Council’s response be sent to Mr and 



Mrs Green.
36.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE


The Minutes of the Meetings of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 24th May, 7th and 21st June; and 5th July were received.





RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received.
37.
RIVER WALK AND WHETMEAD MANAGEMENT WORKING GROUP

(a) Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting of the River Walk and Whetmead Management Working Group held 1st June 2010 were received.  Members were asked to

· Approve expenditure of £430 for the grass cutting at Mill Lane Meadow

· Approve expenditure of £50 for flowers or another gift to the cartographer who writes entries into the Commemorative Trees Book.

· Note that the date of the next meeting will be 15th September 2010.






RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its powers under 




Section 10(b) of the Open Spaces Act 1906 agrees expenditure 




of £430 for the grass cutting at Mill Lane Meadow.




RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its power under 



Section 77 of the Local Government and Public Involvement in 



Health Act 2007, the Power of Well Being approves 




expenditure of £50 for flowers or another gift to the 





cartographer.





RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.
(b) Footbridge Inspection

The Footbridge Inspection Report for the River Walk was received.

Members were informed that the remedial work as identified in the report has already been completed.  The Town Clerk explained that the bridge from Pondholton Drive to River View had recently been repaired with the handrail being extended and a new better gripping surface laid.



RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
38.
TREE PLANTING – FLORA ROAD


A report giving an update regarding the proposed tree-planting scheme at Flora Road was received.


Members commented that it was hoped that the District Council would replace trees recently felled in Saxon Drive with dutch elm disease resistant trees.






RESOLVED  That the report be received and information 




noted.
39.
DISTRICT COUNCIL’S CORE STRATEGY (Continued)

REPRESENTATIONS


Councillors Miss L. Barlow and M.C.M. Lager had declared a personal interest.


Members were informed that the Town Council’s representations incorporating the Planning Consultant’s advice and Members’ comments have been submitted.






RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
40.
SECTION 106 AGREEMENTS – OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY STUDY


A report was received.

Councillor P.R. Barlow gave a report on the Overview and Scrutiny Study that he had attended.  He explained that whilst the District Council criticised the County Council for areas that it considered needed improvement, it was unhappy to receive criticism.  The District Council was likewise unwilling to devolve decisions on how to spend Section 106 Agreement funds, however the following was agreed –
· Tighten up review of reporting arrangements

· Devise a spreadsheet of active Section 106 Agreements and provide details of this on the District Council website 

· Care in the Community levy – look at community gain from large developments of which the County Council takes a majority share, and seek early consultation
· Where feasible and practical, early consultation on all Section 106 Agreements
· Training of Councillors

· Consider local requirements


Councillor P.R. Barlow said that it was a useful Meeting.  He stressed the importance of 
early consultation and added that local knowledge could prevent mistakes and cited the 
Rail Trail cycleway as an example.  






RESOLVED  That the report be received and information 




noted.
41.
CYCLING FRAMEWORK FOR ESSEX 2010 TO 2015


A report regarding secure cycle parking was received.

Members considered that the level of cycling did not warrant additional cycle parking at the two shopping centres but were concerned as to whether sufficient cycle parking would be available at the railway station once the proposed footbridge extension is completed.  Members were informed that at Chelmsford one section of cycle parking is locked between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.  Members recollected that the Town Council had asked the County Council to be consulted at an early stage with regard these improvements and agreed that information should be sought.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and Essex County 



Council be asked to provide detailed information regarding the 



proposed footbridge extension at the railway station.
42.
STREET LIGHTING – ST NICHOLAS CLOSE


A report was received regarding quotations for a street light to be installed on the footpath link between St Nicholas Road and St Nicholas Close which is a short cut to the main road.

The Town Clerk was concerned about the costs to install a LV mains supply but would seek a quotation from EDF Energy.






RESOLVED  That the report be received and a quotation for a 



mains supply obtained.
43.
WINTER WEATHER ARRANGEMENTS


Councillor S.J. Goodfellow had asked that the matter of winter weather arrangements be placed on the Agenda.  Essex County Council’s Winter Service Details were received.


Councillor S.J. Goodfellow explained that whilst in his opinion Essex County Council did a good job in the winter with regard to highways, footpaths and cycleways are not included in the precautionary salting.  He was concerned particularly about the pavements in the town centre and near the railway station and thought these should receive priority as given by some Councils reducing the number of broken bones and serious injuries.  He considered that it would be a relatively small amount of additional work to treat the pavements in the town centre and from the car parks to the railway station.

Members agreed with this suggestion and that Mr Jamieson, Essex County Council Highways should be invited to attend a future Meeting to discuss the matter.






RESOLVED  That Mr Jamieson, Essex County Council 




Highways should be invited to a future Meeting to discuss 




prioritising footpaths/pavements in the town centre and from 



car parks to the railway station.

Councillor S.J. Goodfellow then left the Meeting.
44.
GREEN HEART OF ESSEX CAMPAIGN


Councillors Miss L. Barlow and M.C.M. Lager had declared a personal interest.

A letter was received from Braintree District Council detailing the two year campaign – Green Heart of Essex.

Members considered that the basic concept is good but it should be broader ranging including tree planting and climate change rather than just litter control.  It was also suggested that there should be a proactive approach regarding such issues as general grounds maintenance.  Members were informed that it was proposed for Local Committees to make awards available to schools and local groups but the opinion was given it would be better to spend the money on actual projects.





RESOLVED  That the letter be received and noted.
45.
HIGHWAYS COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE FUND (HCIF)


A letter was received from Essex County Council concerning the closure of the HCIF Scheme.






RESOLVED  That the letter be received and noted.
46.
MORE TREES, MORE GOOD CAMPAIGN


Details of the Woodland Trust More Trees, More Good Campaign were received.

Members were informed that the Woodland Trust is the largest charity planting trees and it was wished that the Trust would buy land on the outskirts of Witham.





RESOLVED  That the details be received and noted.
47.
WITHAM TOWN PARK


Councillors Miss L. Barlow and M.C.M. Lager had declared a personal interest.


Emails were received from Braintree District Council concerning funding for Witham Town Park.


Whilst appreciating that the Section 106 Agreement money from the Butchers’ Grill development required spending by January 2011 Members considered spending in such an ad hoc way was not the best option.






RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.


Councillor N.D. Scales left the Meeting at this point.
48.
CYCLE/FOOTBRIDGE OVER THE RIVER BRAIN


An email was received from the Planning Policy Officer at Braintree District Council concerning proposals to utilise Section 106 Agreement money for the provision of a cycle/footbridge over the River Brain linking the Blackwater Rail Trail to Whetmead.

Members discussed whether £70,000 was an appropriate amount for the footbridge and if it would be more cost effective to ask the developer to build the structure.  The comment was made that one of the recommendations of the Scrutiny Study, referred to earlier in the Meeting, was for early consultation.  The Town Clerk urged caution as the footbridge might well cost more than £70,000 to build and the Town Council had already put £8,000 in the budget as a contribution to the scheme.





RESOLVED  That the Planning Officer be asked to explore 



different ways to achieve a cost effective footbridge over the 



River Brain.
49.
TOWN CENTRE ECONOMY

Councillors Miss L. Barlow and M.C.M. Lager had declared a personal interest.

The report presented to the Witham Local Committee by the District Council’s Town Centre Development Manager and a letter he sent to all retailers and businesses in Witham, were received.
Members considered that moving the Saturday Market into Newland Street could be the initial step to making the town centre vibrant.  Members also commented on the need to ensure that empty shop premises are not left in a desolate state and for flexible pricing policies for car parks.  It was mentioned that on the Industrial Estates there is a surcharge on business rates that funds improvements and a similar BIDS scheme could be implemented for shops and businesses if there was agreement amongst the traders.

Members noted that comment was made that this was the last year of the agreement that Braintree District Council would give an £8,000 per annum contribution to the Puppet Festival.  The importance of receiving future funding was acknowledged and Councillor M.C.M. Lager agreed to bear this in mind when wearing his District Council hat.
The traffic flow in the town centre was commented upon and the suggestion made that Mr Jamieson, Essex County Council Highways, should be invited to comment on HGV traffic routing when he attends a future Meeting.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and Members invited 



individually to complete the form and that Mr Jamieson, Essex 



County Council Highways be asked to comment on HGV 




traffic routing when he attends a future Meeting.
50.
CONSULTATION MEETING


Notes of a Consultation Meeting with Redrow Homes on 21st June 2010 on the Local Development Framework site at Lodge Farm were received.

Members considered this to be a useful Meeting and an opportunity to raise a number of issues, although the comment was made that a reduction in housing numbers and a delayed start to building would be welcomed.  






RESOLVED  That the Notes be received.


There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.10 p.m.


Councillor S.E. Hicks

Chairman


AH/GK/22.7.2010
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