Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Services Committee held on 21st November 2005.  Continued 
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MINUTES

Meeting of:  
Community Services Committee

Date:

Monday, 21st November 2005 



Present:
Councillors

D.W.

Ezra
(Vice Chairman in the Chair)




D.B.

Darney

B.J.

Fleet







M.C.M.
Lager
(arrived at 7.52pm)

Mrs 
K.E.

Tearle







W.S

Tearle


Also in attendance



Councillors

P.R.

Barlow





Dr
R.L.

Evans
(arrived at 8.04pm)


APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors K.D. Boylan, S.J.Bennison, S.J. Goodfellow and R.A. Horrell; and Councillor M.C.M. Lager who would be late.

61. MINUTES

RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Services Committee held 26th September 2005 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

62. INTERESTS

Councillor P.R. Barlow declared a personal interest in Minutes 69 – Minor Treatment Centre, as he is a non-executive member of the Primary Care Trust.

Councillor B.J. Fleet declared a personal interest in Minute 76(b) – Witham in Bloom Conservation Group, as he is a member of that organisation.


ADJOURNMENT

The Chairman here adjourned the meeting for comment by the members of press present but as none was made reconvened immediately.

63. POLICE LIAISON

No member of the police was in attendance.

A letter from Essex Police concerning Police Force Restructuring was tabled.

Members were informed that a response was required by 2nd December 2005 and it was suggested that Members make individual comments to the office and a collective response will be made with the Chairman’s approval.

RESOLVED That the letter be received and Members make individual comments to the Town Clerk who will make a collective response with the Chairman’s approval.

64.
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH


The Chairman welcomed Clive Steward, Neighbourhood Watch Co-Ordinator, to the Meeting.


Mr Steward thanked the Town Council for inviting him to give a presentation and asked for Members’ support and help to raise the profile of the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.  Mr Steward explained that he worked for Essex Police.  The Scheme was set up twenty-three years ago, with over ten million people in the United Kingdom registered as participants.


He said that he had just ten co-ordinators in Witham and wished to encourage a revival of the Scheme in the town.  He detailed the aims of Neighbourhood Watch as being 

· To reduce local opportunity for theft and vandalism.

· To promote community spirit to protect the neighbourhood.

· To inform police of suspicious behaviour.

· To encourage security consciousness.

He said that the Scheme was about people in the community helping each other.  He then referred to the “Message in a Bottle” Scheme and “Nominated Neighbour” card, which would hopefully reduce bogus callers.


He urged the Town Council to set aside £100 in the budget towards personal alarms and street signs.  He asked if a regular item could appear on the Community Services Agenda and spoke about publicity for the Scheme.


Members thanked Mr Steward for his presentation and agreed to support and promote the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.

65.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.

Members referred to the long-standing item concerning the state of disrepair of the paths in Maldon Road Park.  Members believed that the paths were hazardous and would deteriorate further during the winter months.  It was considered that the District Council has a duty under the Health and Safety Act to repair these paths before an accident was caused.  Members believed that the park is neglected and were mindful that the Town Council is willing, with the appropriate finances, to take over responsibility.

It was agreed to invite Nick Day, officer at Braintree District Council responsible for this matter, to a site visit.

RESOLVED That a letter be sent to Nick Day inviting him to a site visit at Maldon Road Park.


RESOLVED That the Town Clerk’s Report be received and noted.

Whilst the above matter was being discussed, Councillor Lager arrived at the meeting.

66. PROVISION OF SEATS – MULBERRY GARDENS

The Town Clerk explained that sixteen letters had been sent to local residents seeking their views but only one had replied in the affirmative.

Members agreed that it would be appropriate for Councillor Dr Evans, who had forwarded the initial request, to investigate his neighbours’ feelings.

RESOLVED That the matter be deferred to the Town Council Meeting to allow Councillor Dr Evans to investigate neighbours’ wishes.

67. PLAYGROUND WORKING PARTY

The Minutes, held in Open Session, of the Playground Working Party Meeting held 7th October 2005 were received.


RESOLVED That the Minutes be received and noted.

68. CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS GROUP

(a)
Members were informed that the Group proposed to raise funds to augment the number of lights in future years and were seeking external funding and possible independence.  Members were concerned about the suggestion of setting up a separate bank account and considered that as the Town Council is the majority funder, it would be better practice to bank through the Town Council.

Members were informed that the recent coffee morning had been a success with £70 raised.

RESOLVED That the report be received and the Christmas Decorations Group informed that as the Town Council is the majority funder, it would be better practice to continue banking with the Town Council and all funds earmarked for Christmas Decorations.

(b) Members were asked to consider the disposal of the 38no strings of clear lights used in previous years.

The Town Clerk explained that defective bulbs were replaced last year but the lights have not been PAT tested.  The suggestion was made that Newlands Precinct should be asked if they could make use of the lights and a donation given to the Town Mayor’s Appeal.

RESOLVED That the Manager of Newlands Precinct be asked if he would like to use the redundant Christmas Lights.

69. MINOR TREATMENT CENTRE

Councillor P.R. Barlow had declared a personal interest in this matter.

The Town Mayor explained that she had recently opened the centre and detailed the clinics currently held.  Councillor Barlow understood the Town’s disappointment that because of the difficulties with the treatment of children that require paediatric specialists, a minor treatment centre had not materialised, however, on a business case basis, it might still be possible to provide a treatment centre for adults.


RESOLVED That the information be received and noted.

70. VISITOR INFORMATION 

(a)
Statistics for October 2005 were received.

Comment was made that it had been proposed by Braintree District Council with the advent of the closure of the Area Office that the Visitor Information Centre would be used for the collection of money.  Members were concerned that the Town Council, as Landlords, had not been consulted.  The Town Clerk advised that this matter had been addressed by the Staffing and Accommodation Sub-Committee and a letter sent to the Chief Executive of Braintree District Council.



RESOLVED That the statistics be received and noted.

(b)
The statistics for the month of October in previous years were received.


Members considered it was useful to compare statistics from previous years without seasonal variance.



RESOLVED That the statistics be received and noted.

71. PHARMACEUTICAL SERVICES

A letter was received from NHS Family Health Services concerning the refusal to allow a new chemist shop in Maltings Lane.

Whilst some Members were disappointed with the refusal as it was considered that a chemist was needed at that location, it was pointed out that any approval might prejudice the creation of a Doctors’ Surgery, which would only survive with a pharmacy attached.


RESOLVED That the letter be received and information noted.

72. OPEN MINDED MUSIC

A letter was received from Dan Rankin concerning his proposals and a suggestion to meet the Youth Council.  Members considered that it would be appropriate to meet Mr Rankin in the first instance.

RESOLVED That the letter be received and a meeting arranged with Mr Rankin.

73. CLEAN NEIGHBOURHOODS AND ENVIRONMENT ACT 2005

A draft guidance was received from NALC and the Town Clerk advised that issuing Fixed Penalty Notices might initially appear lucrative but in reality would be costly to implement.

Members considered that it would be useful to explore the matter with Braintree District Council and that the Town Clerk would report further, if appropriate, on completion of reading the full document.

RESOLVED That the draft guidance be received and Councillor Barlow explore the matter with Braintree District Council and, if appropriate the Town Clerk make a further report.

74. STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

A letter was received from Braintree District Council concerning the Public Consultation and Members were advised that comments are required by 1st December 2005.

Members welcomed the principle of involving the community but wondered how this could be achieved.  It was agreed after some discussion that individual responses would be better than a Council response.


RESOLVED That the letter be received and noted.

75.
PUPPET FESTIVAL 2005

A letter and Evaluation Report were received from Alison Dando, Braintree District Council, and the press cuttings were circulated.

Members spoke in praise of the Puppet Festival and the hope to build on this success each year.


RESOLVED That the letter and report be received and noted.

76.
GRANT AID

(a) WITHAM, BRAINTREE AND HALSTEAD HOMESTART

The Annual Report and Audited Accounts for the year 2004/2005 were received.


RESOLVED That the report and accounts be received and noted.

(b)
WITHAM IN BLOOM CONSERVATION GROUP


Councillor B.J. Fleet had declared a personal interest in this matter.


A grant aid application form was received from Witham in Bloom.

Members suggested that as the Town Council no longer provides the majority of funds for the Group it would be appropriate to guarantee a grant of £8,000 at this stage and the remaining £3,000 requested would be considered against other organisations seeking funding and commensurate benefit.

RESOLVED That under the powers of Section 144 of the Local Government Act 1972, Witham in Bloom be given a grant of £8,000 for the year 2006/2007, and any additional funding could be applied for in competition with other organisation and balanced against commensurate benefit.

(c)
WITHAM DROP IN PROJECT


A grant application form from Nest was received.

Members questioned whether the modest sum of £200 requested would be used for the stated “pump priming” or additional funding would be requested.  It was agreed that the Town Clerk would seek clarification.

RESOLVED That the application for grant aid be received and clarification sought.

(d)
LIGHT AT THE CROSSROADS


A grant aid application was received.

Members considered that further information should be sought on this application.

RESOLVED That the grant aid application be received and further information sought.

77.
BUS SHELTERS


A report was received concerning the provision of a bus shelter outside Mama Dell’s in Newland Street.


Members considered that whilst they would support the erection of a bus shelter, they would prefer one without advertisements.  Comment was also made that the shelter should be erected between the Solicitors and Mama Dell’s.


RESOLVED That the report be received and approval given for the erection of  a bus shelter preferably without advertisements.

78. BUDGET 2006/2007

Members were asked to consider the Community Services Committee budget bid for 2006/2007.  Members discussed the proposed figures and agreed to submit to the estimates Sub-Committee.

RESOLVED That the following budget bids should be presented to the Estimates Sub-Committee for consideration


Wages (Litter Control)



£64,500


Pensions





£13,000


Equipment – Manual




£22,000


Town Clock





  £1,000


Bus Shelters/Seats




  £3,000


Parks and Open Spaces



£30,000


Litter Bins





  £2,000


Entertainment, Art and Tourism


£32,000


Christmas Decorations



  £8,000


Heritage/memorabilia




  £2,000


Public rooms tourism/heritage


£33,000


Community Support




£20,000






Total
          £230,500

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED   That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings)

Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest.

79. STREET SWEEPING

A report was received.


RESOLVED That the report be received and noted.

80. PLAYGROUND WORKING PARTY 

(a)
The Minutes, held in Private Session of the Meeting held 7th October 2005 were received.



RESOLVED That the Minutes be received and noted.

(b)
The Notes of an Informal meeting held 20th October 2005 and a note from the Project Officer were received.



RESOLVED That the Notes be received.


81. PUBLIC DOMAIN

Members considered that no item should be moved into the Public Domain.


RESOLVED That no item be moved into the Public Domain.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.58pm.

Councillor D.W. Ezra

Chairman 

AH/GK/DC/25-11-05
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