Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Services Committee held on 06-02-07.  Continued …
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Also in attendance


Councillor 
Dr
R.L. 

Evans


APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillor C.F. Coughlan.

67. MINUTES

RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Services Committee held 27th November 2006 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
68. INTERESTS

Councillor B.J. Fleet declared a personal interest in Minute 79(a) – Grant Aid, Witham in Bloom, as he is the Chairman of that organisation.
Later in the Meeting at Minute 70 – Police Attendance, Councillor W.S. Tearle declared a personal interest in the Pub Watch Scheme and underage drinking, as he is an employee at a Public House in the town.


ADJOURNMENT

As no member of the press or public were present, an adjournment was unnecessary.
69. POLICE COMMUNITY SUPPORT OFFICERS
The Chairman welcomed Inspector Glenn Mayes to the Meeting to discuss matched funding for Police Community Support Officers.  A letter was also received from Chief Inspector Mark Schofield, Essex Police.
Inspector Mayes explained that he had been involved with PCSOs since the pilot scheme in Epping in 2003.  There are now 401 PCSOs in the County, over 80 being matched funding.
He explained how the role of police officers, who are expensive to train, has moved away from the traditional neighbourhood officer, which residents would prefer.  The PCSOs are ideally suited for this role as they are mainly patrolling on foot, enforcing minor offences and gaining information to pass on to their police colleagues.
He said that the cost to the Council would be £13,500 per annum for each Support Officer.  This figure has been fixed until September 2008, in addition, there is a one off payment of just over £1,000 for the officer’s equipment, etc.  The Council would be invoiced quarterly, in arrears.  A contract would be signed, with a commitment of three years, but either side can give four months’ notice to withdraw.  He said that in such an event the PCSO would be absorbed into the Essex Police establishment.

The matched funded PCSO would be under the control of the Chief Constable, but the Town Council would receive regular updates.  It was usual for the Parish/Town Clerk to liaise with the officer and for information to be shared.  In the unlikely event that the officer needed to be abstracted for a major incident, charging would cease of the duration of incident.  Inspector Mayes emphasised that the matched funded PCSO would be an additional resource to supplement existing PCSOs serving in Witham.

Members explained that funding had been set aside for a PCSO and questioned the level of investment and influence that the Town Council would have on the particular PCSO’s duties.  Inspector Mayes explained that the Town Council would know the PCSO by name and be able to communicate and liaise with the officer, identifying problems as they arose.  Members asked about the sharing of information and Inspector Mayes said that there should be freely exchanged information and trust.

A suggestion was made that one PCSO was not enough and maybe a Public Meeting should be called to discuss the matter.  Members considered that this was unnecessary as the Town Plan Questionnaire had identified the public’s support for a PCSO and if the scheme proved successful then it could be expanded at a later date.
In answer to a question, Inspector Mayes said that the PCSOs usually patrol on foot but on busy occasions would travel by vehicle from one incident to another.  The PCSO would usually work alone but if circumstances dictated then they would patrol in pairs.  He gave the assurance that the matched funded PCSO would truly be an additional post and Members would be in a position clearly to see if numbers of PCSOs were reduced.  He added that the number of PCSOs employed in Witham would be specified in the contract.

Members agreed to support the proposal for a matched funded PCSO and Inspector Mayes said that the next training course would begin on 9th April 2007.


RESOLVED That the letter be received and noted.
RESOLVED That the Town Council using its powers under Section 31 of the Local Government and Rating Act 1997 should part fund a PCSO at a cost of £13,500 per annum from 9th April 2007 together with a one off payment £1,088 as a start up cost.
The Chairman thanked Inspector Glenn Mayes for attending the Meeting.

70.
POLICE ATTENDANCE

The Chairman welcomed Police Sergeant Alyson Meacock to the Meeting and a letter concerning Inspector Couldridge leaving Witham Police Station was tabled.

Councillor B.J. Fleet had asked for information regarding vehicles in Witham that have no excise licence and are un-insured.  Sergeant Meacock had no specific information but Inspector Mayes reported that an operation in Thurrock had resulted in 650 un-insured vehicles being destroyed and this would be the sort of operation in which a  PCSO could be involved.


Councillor P.R. Barlow asked whether there was pro-active policing of Newland Street in the evening and when the Pub Watch Scheme would be launched.  PS Meacock explained that foot patrols on Friday and Saturday nights, up to 2am, had deterred anti-social behaviour and that the launch of the Pub Watch Scheme would take place on 5th March 2007.


Councillor Tearle declared a personal interest as an employee at a Public House. He asked for enforcement of underage drinking.


Members then turned their attention to the tabled letter.  Concern was expressed about the short turn round of Inspectors at Witham Police Station.  Inspector Couldridge had commenced initiatives that he had not had time to see come to fruition.  It was agreed that a letter should be sent to the Chief Constable expressing Members’ concerns.


RESOLVED That the letter be received and a letter sent to the Chief Constable expressing Members’ concerns relating to the quick succession of Inspectors at Witham Police Station.


The Chairman thanked PS Meacock for attending the Meeting.

71.
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
A letter was received from Essex County Council concerning permission to erect Neighbourhood Watch signs.

Members spoke positively of Clive Stewart’s efforts in recruiting co-ordinators for the resurrected Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.  Members were informed that additional signs were available.

RESOLVED That the letter be received and information noted.
72. ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR SUB-COMMITTEE
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Anti-Social Behaviour Sub-Committee held 4th January 2007 were received.

Councillor Dr R.L. Evans, Chairman of the Sub-Committee reported that he had attended three Neighbourhood Action Panels set up in Colchester and he understood the concerns of  Members that the next Meeting of the Sub-Committee would be held in the morning and as a result Members who work are unable to attend.  He explained that the District Council Officers, who were required to give a report, would not attend an evening Meeting.

RESOLVED That the Minutes be received and noted.
73. COMMUNITY WARDENS

A letter and Warden Report were received from Braintree District Council.  Members asked for clarification of the results and discussed problems in the town that were appropriate to be dealt with by the Community Warden.
It was reported that the Community Warden had dealt quickly and efficiently with a problem that a Member had raised.  It was agreed that the contact details for the Community Warden would be re-issued and it was noted that he would be attending the next Anti-Social Behaviour Sub-Committee Meeting.

RESOLVED That the letter be received and clarification sought.

RESOLVED That the Community Warden’s contact details be re-issued to Members.
74.
PLAYGROUND WORKING PARTY


The Minutes of the Playground Working Party Meeting held 28th November 2006 were received.


RESOLVED That the Minutes be received and noted.


Councillor Dr R.L. Evans left the Meeting at this point.

75.
COMMUNITY SPORTS COACH SCHEME


An email was received from Braintree District Council concerning the County Sports Coach Scheme.


RESOLVED That the email be received and noted.

76.
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS GROUP


The Minutes of the Meetings of the Christmas Decorations Group held 21st November and 18th December 2006; and 8th January 2007 were received along with a Report from the Group.

It was agreed that the Town Clerk in conjunction with members would produce Terms of Reference for the Group.


RESOLVED That the Minutes be received and Terms of Reference produced for the Group.
77.
PUPPET FESTIVAL


(a)
2006/2007


A letter, details of expenditure, 2006 Review and Feedback Form for Sponsors were received from Braintree District Council.

Members were encouraged that it would appear Braintree District Council will continue to organise the Puppet Festival.  The Town Clerk said that a meeting had been arranged with Alison Dando, Braintree District Council to begin organising this year’s festival.

It was agreed that the Town Council would sponsor the Puppet Festival in the sum of £4,200.



RESOLVED That the letter be received and information noted.


RESOLVED That under Section 145 of the Local Government Act 1972 the sum of £4,200 be given in sponsorship of the Puppet Festival.


(b)
Funding


A letter was received from Braintree District Council concerning the “Invest to Save” funding bid.

Members were mystified with the response, as at an earlier meeting it had been intimated that funding might be available through this channel.


RESOLVED That the letter be received and the Town Clerk speak to Alison Dando, Braintree District Council, concerning funding.
78.
VISITOR INFORMATION


Statistics for Visitor Information for November and December 2006 were received.


RESOLVED That the statistics be received and noted.

79.
GRANT AID


(a)
Witham in Bloom Conservation Group


Councillor B.J. Fleet had declared a personal interest.

A Grant Aid Form was received from Witham in Bloom.


Members recognised that Witham in Bloom wished to expand its activities but could not justify an increase in the grant of £3,000.


RESOLVED That under the powers of Section 144 of the Local Government Act 1972, Witham in Bloom be a given a grant of £9,000 for the year 2007/2008.

(b)
HomeStart



A Grant Aid Form from HomeStart was received.

Members agreed that HomeStart should be supported for their work in Witham.
RESOLVED That the Town Council, in accordance with its powers under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following item of expenditure, which in the opinion of the Town Council, is in the interests of the area and its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with expenditure.

RESOLVED That the sum of £4,000 be given to HomeStart on the clear understand that the money benefits only Witham Residents.

(c)
Light at the Crossroads


A Grant Aid Form was received from Light at the Crossroads. 

Members were supportive but recognised that in addition to audited accounts being required, references should be sought from Fern House and the application contained incorrect figures. 

The Town Clerk voiced her concern with this application in that the Town Council could be open to criticism for funding aromatherapy.  She suggested that a grant for capital funding could be available though Awards For All.

RESOLVED That the Grant Aid Form be received and the applicant be advised to provide the Council with, references from Fern House Surgery and audited accounts.
80.
MID ESSEX NHS


A letter was received from the Mid Essex Primary Care Trust regarding the “Turnaround Plan”.
Members were concerned that a reply had still not been received from the Chief Executive concerning the lack of outpatient clinics in the town.  Members considered that it made economic sense to transfer clinics from Broomfield Hospital.
Members were generally critical of Primary Health Care and considered that patients were not the first priority.
RESOLVED That the letter be received and if no response is received regarding members’ concerns over the lack of outpatient clinics in the town, within the next two weeks, a letter be sent to the Health Authority.
There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.22pm.
Councillor Mrs J.S.M. Martin
Chairman 

AH/GK/DC/09-02-07
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