Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Services Committee held 11th June 2007.  Cont’d.
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APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors N.Coughlan, P.A. Heath and S.J. Lambourne.

Councillor B. Rose, on behalf of the Town Council, asked that condolences be passed to the Bedfordshire Constabulary on the death of PC Jon Henry stabbed in Luton Town Centre.
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3.
MINUTES

RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Community Services Committee held 3rd April and 15th May 2007 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
4.
INTERESTS

Councillor B.J. Fleet declared a personal interest in Minute 9(d) – Witham in Bloom, as he is a member of that organisation.
Councillor W.S. Tearle declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute 7(b) – Witham Carnival Association, as he is a member of that organisation.

Councillor S.E. Hicks declared a personal interest in Minute 7(b) – Witham Carnival Association as he will be taking part in this year’s carnival and a personal interest in Minute 5(c) – Police Liaison, as the correspondent is a neighbour to his tenant.

Later in the Meeting at Minute 19 – Visitor Information, Councillor Mrs J.M. Money declared a personal interest as she runs a bed and breakfast business.

ADJOURNMENT

The Chairman here adjourned the Meeting for comment from the members of the public present.
Mrs Sandra Howell, Treasurer of the Witham Carnival Association, gave apologies that the Chairman, Tony Stote was unable to attend the Meeting.  She detailed unsuccessful approaches made to businesses in the town for sponsorship and the increasing costs of running the carnival which proved to be very popular.
Mr Paul Hart, District Manager, Citizens Advice Bureau, thanked Members for the invitation to attend the Meeting.  He explained that the money advice service had been running for over fifteen years in the town and was originally mainly funded by Essex County Council.  Unfortunately this funding had been reduced by half and redistributed to other bureaux.  The service has two part time debt advisors, one who is still receiving training, who work three days each with eight hours administrative support.  He explained that straightforward debt enquiries can be dealt with by the general advisors, cases of multiple debt and those needing to prioritise debts and in danger of eviction are passed to the debt advisors.  Mr Hart said that other areas of Essex had qualified for funding based on deprivation indices and that he had now applied to the Big Lottery for assistance.  He added that the Money Service costs £42,000 per annum to run, grants of £12,500 from Essex County Council and £2,000 from Fowler Smith & Jones Charitable Trusts had been received.    In answer to a question, Mr Hart explained that the Money Service deals with fifty people a month, 45% from Witham each with an average debt of £6,000.  The total debt runs at four million pounds.
The Chairman thanked Mrs Howell and Mr Hart for their comments and reconvened the Meeting.

5.
POLICE LIAISON


The Chairman welcomed Chief Inspector Mark Schofield and Inspector Neil Murray to the Meeting.

(a)
Parish Plus

Chief Inspector Schofield thanked Members for inviting him to attend the Meeting.
He commended the work of the Special Constables and Volunteers in Policing, who allow the police to continue their regular duties.  He spoke of the ‘Police Family’ that now includes Police Community Support Officers, the Community Wardens, Special Constables and the Volunteers.  He said that the Volunteers, who would not be in uniform, would spend a few hours a week behind the scenes supporting the Special Constables.  He said that at present there were fourteen volunteers across the District.
In answer to a question, Chief Inspector Schofield explained that the ‘take up’ rate of those interested in becoming Special Constables was 25%.

(b) Special Services Agreement

The Special Services Agreement for the joint funded Police Community Support Officer was received.
Chief Inspector Schofield congratulated the Town Council on taking the opportunity to joint fund a Police Community Support Officer post exclusively for Witham.

RESOLVED  That the Special Services Agreement be agreed and signed.

Councillors Mrs J.M. Money and B. Rose signed the Special Services Agreement.

Members were reminded that it had been suggested, that if the scheme is successful, consideration should be given for it to be expanded.
(c) Issues

Councillor S.E. Hicks had declared a personal interest in this matter.

The Police had been asked to consider problems in relation to Chipping Hill Bridge and police patrols on the River Walk.  In addition problems at the Rugby Club to include ‘drinking parties’ and vandalism, the theft of the safety surface at Spa Road play area and police patrols in the Town Centre and housing estates had been referred.
Chief Inspector Schofield explained the value of using the Community Safety Tasking Group Meetings and the new Neighbourhood Action Panels for reporting concerns and issues.  Inspector Murray added that the initial concerns had been discussed at the recent CSTG Meeting, issues prioritised and a ‘hot spot’ list drawn up.  This ensures that areas are targeted for additional patrols.  He said that positive action had resulted.
Chief Inspector Schofield explained that the police rely on Special Constables on Friday and Saturday evenings to patrol the Town Centre.  He said that Police Officers and PCSOs were currently concentrating on the Courts Estate where there is a problem with vandalism.  
Councillor B. Rose spoke about the many problems at the Rugby Club and had made a site visit with the District Council’s Area Manager and Community Warden who were taken aback with the damage.  CCTV was being considered along with reducing a hedge so a better view of the area could be achieved.  He detailed problems with underage drinking and complaints by residents of both physical and verbal abuse.  Chief Inspector Schofield undertook to ensure that the area is regularly patrolled.

Councillor W.S. Tearle said that the elderly and vulnerable were frightened to be out at night and asked if police patrols could be concentrated on the Town Centre and South Ward.  Inspector Murray explained that the Town Centre is regularly patrolled particularly on Friday and Saturday nights.  He stressed the importance of police being informed of incidents and concerns otherwise they do not have the knowledge to act.  Chief Inspector Schofield spoke of the perception of crime and that young men were at most risk.
The suggestion was made that it would be useful for Members to meet the new Police Community Support Officer and that she should be invited to the next Town Council Meeting on Tuesday, 10th July 2007.  

Chief Inspector Schofield admitted that the police phone network was still 
not as effective as they would wish.



RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.

It was agreed that the item on Bus Shelters should be brought forward for the Police to comment.
6.
BUS SHELTERS


A request was received that the Town Council owned bus shelter in Laurence Avenue be removed as it is apparently little used by passengers but attracting anti-social behaviour by youths.


Members wished to be informed as to how little it is used by passengers and how many incidents of anti-social behaviour have been reported.

The Town Clerk replied that this was an unsubstantiated request and no further information was available.


Councillor W.S. Tearle said that the bus does not stop at that location and he proposed that the shelter be removed.

RESOLVED  That the bus shelter in Laurence Avenue be removed.


The Chairman thanked Chief Inspector Schofield and Inspector Murray for attending the Meeting.


Councillor W.S. Tearle left the Meeting at this point.
It was agreed to take the items on Grant Aid for the Citizens Advice Bureau and Carnival Association next.

7.
GRANT AID


(a)
Citizens Advice Bureau

The Grant Aid Application was received.
The Town Clerk explained that the CAB had requested a grant of £12,000, in the past a sum of £8,000 had been awarded by the Town Council.  She said that audited accounts were still awaited.

In answer to a question, Mr Hart explained that the Bureau is open between 10 am and 1 pm on Monday, Tuesday and Friday; and 10 am to 4 pm on Thursday.

Members recognised the value to the community of volunteer organisations but were concerned about the huge rise in the sum of grant requested.  It was agreed that a written explanation would be requested along with the audited accounts before a decision is taken regarding the level of the grant.
RESOLVED  That the Grant Aid Application be received and written clarification be requested along with the audited accounts.
(b) Carnival Association

Councillor S.E. Hicks had declared a personal interest in this matter.

The Grant Aid Application from the Witham Carnival Association was received.
Members agreed the value of supporting the Carnival Association and that a grant of £3,900 should be made.

RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its powers under Section 144 of the Local Government Act 1972, make a grant of £3,900 to the Witham Carnival Association.

8.
COMMUNITY WARDEN

A letter from Braintree District Council and the Community Warden’s report for April 2007 were received.
The Town Clerk advised that she had met with the District Council’s Area Manager and Community Warden.  It had been agreed that a pigeon hole would be provided for the Community Warden so that he could be kept up-to-date with information.  She understood that Councillor Goodfellow’s concerns would be addressed separately.
RESOLVED  That the letter and report be received and information noted.
9.  
GRANT AID  (Continued)

(c) Youth Pastor Project

The audited accounts for the Youth Pastor Project were received.
RESOLVED  That the audited accounts be received and noted.
(d) Witham in Bloom Conservation Group

Councillor B.J. Fleet had declared a personal interest in this item.

The audited accounts from Witham in Bloom were received.
RESOLVED  That the audited accounts be received and noted.
10.
SUB-COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS
(a) Anti-Social Behaviour Sub-Committee

The Chairman called for nominations for Members to serve on the Anti-Social Behaviour Sub-Committee for the Civic Year 2007/2008.

RESOLVED  That Councillors P.R. Barlow, Mrs P.A. Brunton, N. Coughlan, P.A. Heath, Mrs P.M. Lee and Mrs J.M. Money be elected to serve on the Anti-Social Behaviour Working Party for the ensuing Civic Year.
(4 + 2 ex officio).

(b) Playground Working Party

The Chairman called for nominations for Members to serve on the Playground Working Party for the Civic Year 2007/2008.

The Town Clerk advised that this Working Party normally meets during the day.

RESOLVED  That Councillors P.A. Heath, S.E. Hicks, Mrs P.M. Lee, Mrs J.M. Money and B.Rose be elected to serve on the Playground Working Party for the ensuing Civic Year and that two other nominations can be made.





(5 + 2 ex officio).

11.
HOMESTART
The Chairman called for nominations for a representative to serve on the Executive Committee of HomeStart for the Civic Year 2007/2008.

RESOLVED  That Councillor Mrs K.E. Tearle be elected to serve as the HomeStart representative for the ensuing Civic Year.
12.
CULTURAL PARTNERSHIP BOARD

The Minutes of the Cultural Partnership Board Meeting held 28th March 2007 were received and Members’ particular attention was drawn to Minutes 5, 6 and 9.
Members were reminded that it is the last year of the Arts Council Grant towards the Puppet Festival.  The Town Clerk advised that the Projects Officer is currently investigating avenues of Grant Aid.

It was suggested that consideration should be given as to how the Puppet Festival could be developed and financed.




RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.

13.
PUPPET FESTIVAL
A letter was received from Braintree District Council concerning the funding of the 2007 Puppet Festival.
Members recognised the benefits to the town of the Puppet Festival and suggested that details of the shortfall be forwarded to the Strategy Group in the hopes that businesses will sponsor acts.  Members agreed to underwrite the Puppet Festival by £2,000.

RESOLVED  That the letter be received and the Strategy Group asked to encourage sponsorship.

RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its powers under Section 144 of the Local Government Act 1972, should grant the sum of £2,000 to underwrite the Puppet Festival.
14.
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS GROUP

The Minutes of the Meetings held 12th March and 17th May 2007 were received and Members noted that quotations will be received for Christmas Tree Lights later in the Meeting.
The Town Clerk advised Members that the Sales Manager from LITE would attend the next Christmas Decorations Group to present two different designs for the lights.




RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.
15.
BUS SERVICE TO BROOMFIELD
Statistics for patients attending Broomfield Hospital who live in Witham were received.
Members were reminded that Group Taxi Bus Ltd had enquired about providing a service to Broomfield Hospital and the Town Council had undertaken to make enquiries with regard to numbers of patients attending the hospital from Witham.
RESOLVED  That the statistics be received and forwarded to Group Taxi Bus Ltd.

16.
PRIMARY CARE TRUST


Members were informed that Sally Wallis the Patient and Public Involvement Officer for Mid-Essex Primary Care Trust is anxious to attend either a Town Council Meeting or to meet with individual Members.

Members agreed that a special meeting should be organised with Sally Wallis.

RESOLVED  That a meeting be arranged with Sally Wallis of the Mid-Essex Care Trust.
17.
DOROTHY SAYERS STATUE

A letter was received from John Doubleday asking that remedial work be carried out to the statue and for the overhanging tree to be cut back.

Members agreed that the Dorothy Sayers Society should be asked to make a contribution to the costs of the suggested work.

RESOLVED  That the letter be received, the Landscape Officer at Braintree District Council be asked whether the tree could be pruned slightly, quotations be obtained with regard to the plinth and the Dorothy Sayers Society asked to make a contribution to the costs.

Councillor P.R. Barlow left the Meeting at this point.

18.
TOWN HALL CHARGES

Members were asked to endorse the increases from 1st April 2007 for the Town Hall Hire charges.
RESOLVED  That the increases in Hall Hire charges be approved.
19.
VISITOR INFORMATION

Councillor Mrs J.M. Money declared a personal interest as she runs a bed and breakfast business.


Details of Visitor Information for March and April 2007 were received.




RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meeting) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of Business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest.

20.
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

Quotations for lights for the Christmas Tree were received.

Members agreed that LITE would be better value.

The Town Clerk advised that following the incident with Christmas lights in Colchester last year, all the lamp columns would need to have a structural survey.  It is hoped that the survey will cover both the hanging baskets and the Christmas lights and it is thought that this year the costs will be covered by Essex County Council.

RESOLVED  That the quotations be received and the Town Council using its powers under Section 144 of the Local Government Act 1972, purchase lights for the Christmas Tree at a cost of £1,774 from LITE.
21.
INDUSTRIAL WATCH
The Minutes of the Industrial Watch Meeting held 13th April 2007 and the Update for 22nd March to 24th April 2007 were received.



RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.
22.
PUBLIC DOMAIN
Members agreed that Minute 20 – Christmas Lights, should be moved into the Public Domain.

RESOLVED  That Minute 20 – Christmas Lights, be moved into the Public Domain.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.36 p.m.

Councillor Mrs J.M. Money

Chairman
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