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MINUTES
Meeting:
Community Committee

Date:

Tuesday, 31st March 2009




Present:
Councillors:
Miss
L.
Barlow

(Vice Chairman in the Chair)



Mrs
P.A.
Brunton






B.J.
Fleet






S.J.
Goodfellow






J.C.
Goodman




P.A.
Heath

S.E.
Hicks


S.J.
Lambourne



W.S.
Tearle


Also in attendance:
Cllrs.
P.R.
Barlow





M.C.M.Lager

APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors N. Coughlan, Mrs P.M. 
Lee and Mrs J.M. Money.

91.
MINUTES




RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the 



Community Committee held 26th January 2009 be 




confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
92.
INTERESTS

Councillor P.R. Barlow declared a personal interest in Minute 95 (c) – Witham Twinning Association/Witham Town Ladies Football Club, as he is a member of the Twinning Association and a personal interest in Minute 95 (d) – CAB, as he is a Trustee.  He also reminded Members that he is the Town Council representative on the Town Luncheon Club.
Councillor P.A. Heath declared a personal interest in Minute 95 (e) – Witham Carnival Association, as he is a member of that organisation, a personal interest in Minute 96 – Town Luncheon Club, as he knows the cook and a personal interest in Minute 95 (c) – Witham Twinning Association/Witham Town Ladies Football Club, as he is a member of the Twinning Association.

Councillor J.C. Goodman declared a personal interest in Minute 94 – Police Liaison, as he is employed by Essex Police.

Councillor M.C.M. Lager declared a personal interest in Minute 95 (c) – Witham Twinning Association/Witham Town Ladies Football Club, as he is a member of the Twinning Association.

The Town Clerk declared a personal interest in Minute 95 (c) – Witham Twinning Association/Witham Town Ladies Football Club, as she is a member of the Twinning Association.

Councillor W.S. Tearle declared a personal interest in Minute 95 (e) – Witham Carnival Association, as he used to be a member of that organisation.

Councillor S.E. Hicks declared a personal interest in Minute 95 (e) – Witham Carnival Association, as he would be taking part.

Councillor Miss L. Barlow declared a personal interest in Minute 95 (c) – Witham Twinning Association/Witham Town Ladies Football Club, as she is a member of the Twinning Association and a personal interest in Minute 100 – Web Project, as she is a governor at the New Rickstones Academy involved in the project.

93.
QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

Mr George Ellis, Chairman of the Twinning Association explained that he had 
furnished the requested details and hoped Members would look favourably on the 
grant aid request, which would give the opportunity to reciprocate hospitality.  He 
added that forty five guests would be the maximum number to be invited to 
attend.


Mr William Behrens, 5 Dengie Close, Witham, spoke of the problems he and his 
neighbours suffered with regard to parking at school times.  He said that his drive 
was often obstructed and he had been unable to find anyone to assist him.

District Councillor G. Cohen explained that along with the two residents from 
Bramble Road that were present, he wished to hear details from the police 
regarding incidents that had occurred in the area. 
94.
POLICE LIAISON

Councillor J.C. Goodman had declared a personal interest.
The Chairman explained that Sergeant Mark Wilson was expected to attend the Meeting and as no apologies had been received she suspected that he had been delayed.  It was therefore agreed to defer the Bramble Road Play Area item until PS Wilson arrived.
OTHER ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS



The Town Clerk answered the questions raised by Councillor Wayne Tearle.

She said that police now have an on-board computer that will detail vehicles that 
are untaxed or have no insurance cover.  She said that police have the power to 
issue fines and penalty points, and can confiscate uninsured vehicles.


She said that whilst parking had been decriminalised if a vehicle caused 
obstruction the police can take action.  She said that Mr Behrens and his 
neighbours should telephone the police when a problem occurs but as he had been 
dissatisfied that no action had been taken in the past she would contact the police 
on his behalf and explain his difficulties.  
95.
GRANT AID

(a)
FUNDING REPORT


A report was received concerning Grant Aid Funding.

Members were conscious that if the Town Council accedes to all the current grant 
aid requests there would be no further funds available.  Members discussed 
ways to resolve the funding difficulties using different budgets and prioritising 
grants.  After much discussion it was agreed to receive the report and consider 
each item individually.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.

(b)
YOUTH PASTOR

The Chairman welcomed Viv Sollis, the Youth Pastor, to the Meeting to give a presentation on her work.

Mrs Sollis explained that she works from The Centre attached to the United Reformed Church.  Her work is divided between schools, outreach and church based.  She is involved in assemblies at primary schools, the Maltings Academy and Southview.  On Wednesdays she runs a Christian Youth Outreach session, formerly Christian Union, which is non-denominational, and involved in 6th Form Fun Days and R.E. lessons.  She is actively involved in Year 6/7 cross overs that can cause apprehension for students going to secondary schools.  Mrs Sollis said that by profession she is a secondary school teacher and gives lessons at both GCSE and A levels and will also give extra tuition.


Mrs Sollis then spoke of her outreach work.  On a Wednesday after school, the increasingly popular ‘Milk Shake’ sessions are held where young people can hang out, play basket ball or hockey, chat or do homework.  She said that these sessions are very popular and between 30 or 40 children attend each week.  On a Thursday evening she runs ‘Fuse’ aimed at secondary school children, which used to be run under the Crusader banner.  This session is mainly craft and chat but its popularity has declined whilst ‘Milk Shake’ has increased.

Mrs Sollis explained that on a Monday afternoon she also runs a young mums’ group, originally working with the Health Service, which has since withdrawn.  This group offers support to teenage mothers and gives them a chance to socialise.


Mrs Sollis said that on a Sunday evening she runs a church group named ‘Ignite’ aimed at Christian Youth.  


In answer to a question regarding why the requested grant had been considerably increased this year, Mrs Sollis explained that three years’ ago this was a newly created post which has since developed.


The suggestion was made that as the after-school club was proving successful whilst the evening sessions had declined, the Youth Café might not be appropriate after all.  Mrs Sollis considered that the idea of a Youth Café should not be dismissed but expanded and if the right building is chosen, there would be scope to use during the day for other purposes, after-school and during the evening.  Members recognised the need to engage with young people but that the Town Council would be unable to run a Youth Café.  

Mrs Sollis considered the role of computer technology important and would like such facilities with guarded internet access.

Consideration was given to the grant aid request for £12,000 spread over three years.  It was suggested that a grant of £4,000, half of which would come from the Youth Engagement budget, be agreed subject to Mrs Sollis, in conjunction with the academies, investigating the viability of a Youth Café and that funding for the second and third year of the grant be considered by the Estimates Sub-Committee.  An amendment was made to the proposal that the total sum of £4,000 should come from the Youth Engagement budget.

Mrs Sollis agreed to the request to investigate the viability of the proposed Youth Café and the Town Clerk advised that she would send her the results of a recent survey which would be referred to the Town Council on 28th April 2009.





RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its powers 



under Section 19(1)(a) of the Local Government  




(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, grants the sum of 



£4,000 towards the work of the Youth Pastor subject to her 



investigating the viability of the provision of a Youth Café 



in conjunction with the academies.

Councillor S.E. Hicks left the Council Chamber.

(c)
WITHAM TWINNING ASSOCIATION/WITHAM TOWN LADIES FOOTBALL CLUB

Councillors Miss L. Barlow, P.R. Barlow, P.A. Heath, M.C.M. Lager and the 
Town Clerk had all declared interests.

Additional information was received regarding the request for assistance in funding the hosting of the Women’s Football Tournament in 2010.
Members were reminded that the grant was agreed in principle subject to satisfactory accounts.  It was suggested that the grant could be spread over three financial years which would ease the burden on the budget.  It was pointed out that the Twinning Association had a healthy bank balance but it was understood that this was for the 25th anniversary that would be held in 2011.
It was proposed that the total sum of £2,950, divided across three financial years, be agreed and that if the maximum number of 45 guests is reduced a proportion of the grant will be returned.  A further proposal was also considered to underwrite a maximum amount of £2,950 and a small sub-committee be set up with representatives from the Twinning Association, the Ladies Football Club and two Councillors to consider ways to raise this money.  Councillors Miss L. Barlow and P.A. Heath agreed to be part of this sub-committee.



RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its powers 



under Section 144 of the Local Government Act 1972, 



agrees to underwrite the maximum sum of £2,950, that a 



sub-committee be set up to consider ways to raise this sum 



and with the proviso that, if less than 45 guests attend, a 



proportionate amount would be returned. 
Whilst this matter was being discussed Councillor S.E. Hicks returned to the Council Chamber.


(d)
CAB

Councillor P.R. Barlow had declared a personal interest.


A grant aid request was received from the CAB.

Members agreed the importance of supporting the CAB at this time.





RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its powers 



under Section 144(2)(a) of the Local Government Act 



1972, agrees a grant of £10,000 for the CAB Money 



Advice Service.

(e)
WITHAM CARNIVAL ASSOCIATION


Councillors P.A. Heath, S.E. Hicks and W.S. Tearle had declared a personal interest.


A grant aid request from the Witham Carnival Association was received.

Members agreed that this grant could be paid from the Entertainment, Arts and Tourism budget.





RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its powers 



under Section 145 of the Local Government Act 1972, 



agrees to pay the sum of £3,500 for the Witham Carnival 



Association.
96.
TOWN LUNCHEON CLUB

Councillor P.A. Heath had declared a personal interest.


A letter was received from the Luncheon Club requesting free use of the Function Room and kitchen one day a week.

Members were reminded that the Luncheon Club had been in dire financial straits last summer and the Town Council had agreed free use of the Function Room and kitchen for the second day until the end of this financial year.  The Treasurer had worked very hard and had secured grant aid which will give the Club stability over the next two years, membership had increased along with the cost of the meal.  The Club was also considering opening on a third day.


The Town Clerk had prepared a report detailing additional costs that are incurred by the Town Council for the extra cleaning that is required following the Luncheon Club.  Much debate followed including the suggestion that the proposed Helen House on the former River View site might be a more appropriate venue for a lunch club in due course.  The Town Clerk advised that increases in the Hall Hire costs from 1st April 2009 would be referred to the Town Council for confirmation.





RESOLVED  That the letter be received and the Town 



Council using its powers under Section 19(1)(f) of the 



Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 



grants the Luncheon Club continuing free use of the 



Function Room and kitchen, one day a week for the 




forthcoming year, subject to the submission of satisfactory 



accounts.
97.
PLAYGROUND WORKING PARTY
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Playground Working Party held 18th February 2009 were received.



RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.

98.
TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE

Tourist Information figures for January and February 2009 were received.




RESOLVED  That the figures be received and noted.
99.
COMMUNITY WARDEN’S REPORT


The Community Warden’s Reports for October, November and December 2008 were received.





RESOLVED  That the Community Warden’s reports be 




received and noted.
100.
WEB PROJECT

Councillor Miss L. Barlow had declared a personal interest.


A report and emails were received from Councillor S.J. Lambourne.

Councillor S.J. Lambourne explained that Dominic Fenton of the academies was leading this project whereby local groups and organisations would be approached to offer facilities for young people.






RESOLVED  That the report be received and a letter sent 




to Mr Fenton requesting that the Town Council be kept 




informed of this and other projects affecting the 





community.
101.
PUBLIC CONVENIENCES 

A copy letter was received from Mr Sweeting regarding the District Council’s proposal to close the public conveniences.

Members discussed the apparent change of mind at the District Council in deciding to retain the public conveniences and the need to provide such facilities for the community.  Members were informed that the District Council would be considering other ways in which to provide these facilities but it was pointed out that it was not always appropriate to use toilet facilities in pubs or restaurants.

Members hoped that the proposed redevelopment of Newlands would include public conveniences otherwise the market would no longer be viable.





RESOLVED  That the letter be received and a reply sent to 


Mr Sweeting supporting the retention of the public 




conveniences.




RESOLVED  That a letter be sent to Braintree District 



Council urging that the provision of public conveniences 



should not be lost when Newlands is redeveloped.
102.
TAXI PROVISION


A letter was received from HALCROW regarding a consultation on taxi provision in the Braintree District.

Members agreed that it would be appropriate to make their views direct to HALCROW.





RESOLVED  That the letter be received and Members 



respond direct to HALCROW.

103.
BRAMBLE ROAD PLAY AREA
The Chairman apologised to the members of the public who had waited patiently for PS Wilson to arrive.

It was agreed that the requested information should be sought so that the Police could be questioned at the Annual Town Meeting on 21st April 2009.  

Councillor S.J. Goodfellow raised problems of anti-social behaviour at the new Rickstones’ play area.  He said that within a week a litter bin had been burnt and a swing damaged.  In addition there had been confrontations with older teenagers and parents.  Councillor S.E. Hicks added his concerns that young people on motorcycles were causing problems particularly in the town centre.

The Chairman urged that police be made aware of these issues.




RESOLVED  That the information be received and PS 



Wilson asked to supply the requested information prior to 



the Annual Town Meeting.

Members were also concerned that police apparently did not attend to deal with cases of obstruction.  The Town Clerk reminded Members that there was no need to wait until a Community Committee Meeting as the matter could be raised with police at any time.

Councillor W.S. Tearle undertook to forward correspondence he had received from his constituents regarding their drives being obstructed, to the Town Clerk.


Councillor W.S. Tearle left the Meeting.

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED  That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meeting) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of Business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest.

104.
TOURIST INFORMATION IN WITHAM

A report was received.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
105.
PUBLIC DOMAIN

Members agreed that Item 104 – Tourist Information in Witham, discussed in private session, should not be moved into the Public Domain.




RESOLVED  That Item 104 – Tourist Information in 



Witham, discussed in private session, should not be moved 



into the Public Domain.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.27p.m.

Councillor Miss L. Barlow


Chairman


AH/GK2.4.2009
�








� There will be an average increase of 2.86% with an additional charge of £1 per hour if the cooking facilities are used to reflect the increased energy costs and cleaning.
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