Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee held 26th January 2009.   Continued.
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MINUTES
Meeting:
Community Committee

Date:

Monday, 26th January 2009



Present:
Councillors:
Mrs  P.M.
Lee

(Chairman)



Mrs
P.A.
Brunton






B.J.
Fleet






J.C.
Goodman




P.A.
Heath

S.J.
Lambourne


Mrs
J.M.
Money

Also in attendance:
Cllr
P.R.
Barlow

APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Miss L. Barlow, N. 
Coughlan, S.J. Goodfellow and S.E. Hicks.
76.
MINUTES




RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the 



Community Committee held 17th November 2009 be 



confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

77.
INTERESTS

The Town Clerk, Councillors P.R. Barlow, P.A. Heath and Mrs J.M. Money all declared personal interests in Minute 82 – Grant Aid, Witham Twinning Association, as they are members of that organisation.
Councillor Mrs J.M. Money declared a personal interest in Minute 88 – Tourist Information Centre, as she runs a bed and breakfast business.

Councillor J.C. Goodman declared a personal interest in Minute 80 – Police Liaison, as he is employed by Essex Police.

78.
QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
The Chairman invited questions and statements from members of the press and public.
Mr George Ellis, Chairman of the Twinning Association spoke in regard to the joint Grant Aid request from the Twinning Association and the Women’s Football Club.  He explained that the first tournament had been held in Waldbről in 2006 and last year in Sweizobodice.  It was proposed that Witham should host the tournament in 2010 and funding from the Town Council was requested now so that it could be spread over two years.
A resident of Bramble Road, Witham complained about the youth and vehicle nuisance that had occurred since the new play equipment had been installed at Bramble Road.  She said that constant disturbance had been caused by groups of youths gathering, with screaming and swearing until the early hours of the morning.  She stated that groups of young people were intimidating and frightening.  In addition, there is the noise of vehicles being started, revving and speeding in the street.  She said that the quality of residents’ lives had been badly affected.  Both the Police and Braintree District Council are aware of the situation as the matter had been raised at the Neighbourhood Action Panel.
The Chairman thanked everyone for their comments and it was agreed to take the Item on Bramble Road Play Area next.

79.
BRAMBLE ROAD PLAY AREA


An email was received from Councillor J.C. Goodman who re-iterated residents’ concerns regarding anti-social behaviour at the Bramble Road Play Area and surrounding streets.  He considered that this to be a serious problem, inherent in Witham and several solutions had been mooted.

The Chairman welcomed Inspector Mark Wilson to the Meeting and asked that he comment on the problems.  Inspector Wilson explained that he had checked the records since November, but the situation had calmed down with the inclement weather, and only three incidents relating to that area had been reported.  He offered to speak to residents outside the Meeting and undertook to check earlier Police records.  


Members spoke of the importance of reporting all incidents of nuisance so that police are able to act and were concerned that the minority should not spoil opportunities for the majority.  Members were also mindful of the investment made in play areas.


RESOLVED  That Inspector Wilson undertakes further 
enquiries, the Community Warden be asked 
for any reports 
and the matter be an Agenda item for the next Meeting.
80.
POLICE LIAISON

Councillor J.C. Goodman had declared a personal interest.

The Chairman asked Inspector Wilson to comment on the points raised by Councillor S.E. Hicks.
Inspector Wilson explained that special operations had been carried out in December in Newland Street and Bridge Street.  Whilst there were no incidents of using mobile phones, two fixed penalty notices were issued for jumping red lights and three for not using seat belts.  He said that further operations would take place.


Members welcomed the information and asked that the results of these operations 
be reported to this Committee.  Members also thanked the police for their 
reassuring presence in Humber Road following a number of incidents.



The Chairman thanked Inspector Wilson for his attendance at the Meeting.


81.
ACADEMIES – COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
The Chairman welcomed Mr Dominic Fenton, Sports Development Manager at the Academies, to the Meeting.
Mr Fenton explained that he worked not only with the Maltings and New Rickstones Academies but with Greensward in Hockley.  He informed Members that his brief was to engage young people in sport and to involve the community.  He said that he hoped to work in partnership with clubs and organisations in the town and to that end had written to sports clubs to help them work together rather than individually.  
Members suggested possible involvement with the Women’s Football Club and even the German and Polish teams when they play the tournament next year.  The suggestion was also made concerning an approach to DC Leisure regarding young people using empty badminton and squash courts at reduced rates.  Mr Fenton said that he was willing to meet with the Football Club and had met with DC Leisure several times in an attempt to work together to increase its membership. He added that he was compiling a directory of Witham Clubs and facilities that would be available to every household hoping not only to increase young people’s involvement in sport but adults too.  In answer to a question, Mr Fenton explained that whilst he would like to see an Athletics’ Club and running track in Witham, this might not be feasible.  He said that he would be happy to return another time to give a presentation.



RESOLVED  That the information be received and Mr 



Fenton invited to report back anything of significance.

82.
GRANT AID - WITHAM TWINNING ASSOCIATION/WITHAM TOWN 
LADIES FOOTBALL CLUB

Councillors P.R. Barlow, P.A. Heath and Mrs J.M. Money, and the Town Clerk had declared personal interests in this application.

A report and a grant application form were received.

Members congratulated the Women’s Football team on winning the second tournament and considered Witham hosting the next tournament in 2010 would promote tourism and be an excellent opportunity for the town.  It was understood that the Twinning Association would be celebrating its 25th anniversary in 2011 so would be saving its funds for this event rather than financially assisting in the tournament.
It was proposed that subject to receiving properly audited accounts and a demonstration that the club could raise £750 itself, a grant of £2,950 should be approved.

The Town Clerk advised that it would not be sensible to prejudge the situation and along with audited accounts she would ask for justification of some figures, namely the number of visitors, days involved and whether there could be any cost cutting.  She said that in the present economic climate it was particularly important to be prudent with tax payers’ money.
After further discussion it was agreed to support the grant in principle.




RESOLVED  That the report be received, the grant agreed 


in principle, subject to satisfactory accounts, and the matter 

referred to the next Meeting.
83.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.


The Town Clerk explained that she had met with Robert Rose, Museum Services Manager, who advised that with the credit crunch unless funding became available, the District Council would be unable to pursue its idea of a Cultural Olympiad.

The Town Clerk advised that she had also met with Mr Massey-Ryan, Mr Palombi and Mrs Gyford to discuss the digital display, along with the contractor who will supply screens and storage, to ensure everyone works in concert.  She said that a further meeting will be organised and the date will be circulated to Members in case they would wish to attend.


RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
84.
PLAYGROUND WORKING PARTY


The Minutes of the Meeting of the Playground Working Party held 19th November 2008 were received.


The Town Clerk advised that work would shortly commence on the new play area at Rickstones and asked if Members would prefer her to pay the Town Council’s contribution to the new equipment in this Financial Year. 



RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and the Town Council’s contribution be paid now to Braintree District Council.
85.
COMMUNITY WARDEN’S REPORT


The Community Warden’s Report for September 2008 was received.  Members noted that the Reports are getting progressively later in arriving and queried to whom he reported the fifteen incidents.



RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
86.
TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE
The Tourist Information figures for November and December 2008 were received.
Whilst Members noted that the sales figures were down for November, they recognised that the Information Centre is a valuable asset and its success is due to the Tourist Officer.




RESOLVED  That the figures be received and noted.
87.
GRANT AID - YOUTH PASTOR


A report and a grant application form from the Witham United Reformed Church were received.

Members spoke of the support given to the United Reformed Church over the years and acknowledged the work it did for the community.  Members were concerned that the proposed grant had risen from £2,200 per annum to £4,000.

The Town Clerk advised that there is just £16,000 in the Community Support budget plus £5,000 for Youth Engagement.  She said that this later sum could possible be utilised if the Youth Pastor’s duties included running the proposed Youth Café.  She reminded Members that the CAB had received a £10,000 grant this year and if a similar sum is given next, little would remain for other community grants.  


It was agreed to ask the Youth Pastor to the next Community Committee Meeting to give a presentation on her work and the Town Clerk would work out how funding could be achieved.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and the Youth 


Pastor invited to attend the next Meeting.

The item on Grant Aid for the Witham Twinning Association/Witham Town 
Ladies Football Club had been dealt with at Minute 82.

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meeting) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of Business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest.
88.
TOURIST INFORMATION IN WITHAM

Councillor Mrs J.M. Money had declared a personal interest.


A report was received.

During part of the discussion Councillor P.R. Barlow was absent from the Council Chamber.






RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
89.
PUBLIC CONVENIENCES


A report was received.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.


Whilst the above matter was being discussed, Councillor P.R. Barlow left the Meetintg.
90.
PUBLIC DOMAIN


It was agreed that no item discussed in Private Session should be moved into the Public Domain.





RESOLVED  That not item be moved into the Public 



Domain.


There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.05 p.m.

Councillor Mrs P.M. Lee

Chairman

AH/GK28.1.2009
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