Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee held 17th November 2008.   Continued
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MINUTES
Meeting:
Community Committee

Date:

Monday, 17th November 2008



Present:
Councillors:
Mrs  J.M.
Money

(Town Mayor in the Chair)



Mrs
P.A.
Brunton






B.J.
Fleet






S.J.
Goodfellow






J.C.
Goodman
Also in attendance Councillor
:
M.C.M. Lager

APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Miss L. Barlow, N. 
Coughlan, P.A. Heath and Mrs P.M. Lee.

57.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

In the absence of both the Chairman and Vice Chairman, the Town Mayor called 
for nominations for Chairman for the Meeting.





RESOLVED  That Councillor Mrs J.M. Money be 





appointed as Chairman for the Meeting.
58.
MINUTES




RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Meeting of the 



Community Committee held 29th September 2008 be 



confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
59.
INTERESTS

Councillor J.C. Goodman declared a personal interest in Minute 61 – Police Liaison, as he is employed by Essex Police.
Councillor B.J. Fleet declared a personal interest in Minute 70 – Grant Aid - Witham in Bloom Conservation Group, as he is the Chairman of that organisation.

Later in the Meeting, Councillor Mrs J.M. Money declared a personal interest in Minute 69 – Cultural Olympiad, as she is a Member of the District Council Working Group.
60.
QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
There were no questions or statements from the member of the public present.
61.
POLICE LIAISON

Councillor J.C. Goodman had declared a personal interest.

The Chairman welcomed Inspector Neil Murray to the Meeting and referred him to the matter raised relating to the use of mobile phones whilst driving.
Inspector Murray said that this problem was not specific to Witham and the incidences had not been reduced by the penalty of three points on the driving licence and £80 fine.  He explained that high visibility patrols, targeting the use of mobile phones whilst driving, had reduced the incidences but covert patrols would now be employed in the lead up to Christmas.  He said that whilst Police Community Support Officers are unable to stop motorists they can be used as ‘spotters’.  Inspector Murray added that with the advent of better pictures, the CCTV system would be used proactively.  Members welcomed Inspector Murray’s comments.

Councillor S.J. Goodfellow referred to the 20 mph speed restrictions recommended recently by the House of Commons Road Safety Panel and he asked whether Essex Police would support these restrictions.  Inspector Murray assured Members that police would do everything possible to reduce deaths on the road and a 20 mph speed restriction would make a positive contribution in certain areas and would be appropriate outside schools and in town centres.
The Chairman thanked Inspector Murray for attending the Meeting.

62.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT


The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.




RESOLVED  That the Report be received and noted.

63.
PLAYGROUND WORKING PARTY
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Playground Working Party held 1st October 2008 was received.



RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.
64.
COMMUNITY WARDEN’S REPORT

The Community Warden’s Report for August 2008 was received.


RESOLVED  That the Report be received and noted.
65.
TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE
The Tourist Information figures for September and October 2008 were received.



RESOLVED  That the figures be received and noted.
66. 
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS WORKING GROUP
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Christmas Lights Working Group held 22nd October 2008 were received.
The Town Clerk advised Members that the Christmas Lights would be erected on Sunday, 23rd November 2008 and would be lit from 3 pm to midnight.  She added that in future years it was hoped to have an official switch on.  As the District Council had funded half the costs of the lights for the Town Hall, it was hoped to arrange for the Chairman of the District Council to have her photograph taken with the Town Mayor.



RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and 




information noted.
67.
BUS SERVICES IN WITHAM
A report was received regarding the introduction of a bus service on the Maltings Lane Estate.
Members welcomed the news that at long last a bus service would be provided for the Maltings Lane Estate but questioned whether other passengers would be disadvantaged by these proposals.  The Town Clerk explained that concerns had been raised with the Tourist Information Officer and she would seek information along with clarification that the new service would be wheelchair accessible.  




RESOLVED  That the report be received and the news 



welcomed.
68.
24/7 HEALTH CENTRE


A news release regarding the proposal to introduce a new health centre in the Sainsbury’s Superstore at Springfield was received.




RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
69. 
CULTURAL OLYMPIAD

Councillor Mrs J.M. Money declared a personal interest.


A report was received concerning the District Council’s proposals to hold cultural 
events prior to the Olympic Games.

Members agreed the importance of involving as many organisations as possible to 
participate in such events and to ascertain from Braintree District Council 
what it 
envisaged and how it would be funded.






RESOLVED  That the report be received, Braintree 




District Council contacted about possible projects and 




funding, and organisations contacted about involvement.
70.
GRANT AID – WITHAM IN BLOOM CONSERVATION GROUP

Councillor B.J. Fleet had declared a personal interest.


A report and grant aid request from Witham in Bloom was received.

The Town Clerk advised that the Town Council buys both the plants and planting 
services so that the VAT element could be reclaimed.  

Members agreed that the grant should remain at £10,000 and suggested that 
the Group should contact the Witham Local Committee with regard funding.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and the Town 




Council using its powers under Section 144 of the Local 




Government Act 1972 should incur the expenditure of 




£10,000 to purchase floral displays in connection with 




Witham in Bloom for 2009.
71.
COMMUNITY REPORT


A progress report from the Chairman of the Community Committee was received.

Members were pleased that the good work of the Community Committee continues.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.

72.
BUDGET 2009/2010
Councillor M.C.M. Lager proposed a budget for the Community Committee for 2009/2010.





RESOLVED  That the following budget bids should be 




presented to the Estimates Sub-Committee for 





consideration – 





Town Clock



-
      £300




Bus shelters/seats


-
      £200





Parks and Open Spaces

-
 £15,000





Litter bins



-
   £2,000





Entertainment, Arts and Tourism
-
 £24,000





Christmas Decorations

-
   £9,000





Heritage Sales



-
            0





Heritage/halls



-
 £53,000





Community Support


-
 £16,000




Youth Engagement


-
   £5,000





Police Community Support

-
 £30,500





Puppet Festival


-
 £14,000





Central Services


-
 £71,020





Total




-
£240,020
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meeting) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of Business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest.
73.
REFURBISHMENT OF LITTER BINS

A report and quotations were received.

It was agreed to accept the quotation from Wrights Farm Contract and that Members should inform the Town Clerk of which bins they would wish to be refurbished.






RESOLVED  That the quotation from Wrights Farm 




Contract for £27.50 to refurbish each bin, be accepted.
74.
WITHAM HERITAGE


(a)
DIGITAL DISPLAY


A report and costings was received.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and the Town 




Clerk authorised to take appropriate action.

(b)
LIGHTING


A report and an estimate for new lighting in the Heritage Centre were received.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and the Town 




Clerk authorised to take appropriate action.
75.
PUBLIC DOMAIN


Members considered that Minute 73 – Refurbishment of Litter Bins, discussed in Private Session, should be moved into the Public Domain.





RESOLVED  That Minute 73 – Refurbishment of Litter 



Bins, should be moved into the Public Domain.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 8.45 p.m.

Councillor Mrs J.M. Money


Chairman

AH/GK20.11.2008
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