Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee held 6th August 2007.  Continued
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MINUTES
Meeting:
Community Committee
Date:

Monday, 6th August 2007



Present:

Councillors:
Mrs
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Money

(Chairman)
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P.A.

Brunton






B.J.

Fleet







P.A.

Heath

S.E.

Hicks

S.J.

Lambourne





B.

Rose

W.S.

Tearle


Also in attendance: 
Councillors

P.R. 

Barlow







M.C.M.
Lager

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Miss L. Barlow, N. Coughlan, S.J. Goodfellow and Mrs P.M. Lee.  Councillor W.S. Tearle apologised that he would need to leave the Meeting early.
23.
MINUTES

RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Services Committee held 11th June 2007 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
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24.
INTERESTS

Councillor B.J. Fleet declared a personal interest in Minute 31 - Witham in Bloom as he is a member of that organisation and Councillor S.E. Hicks declared a personal interest as his wife usually opens their garden in support of Witham in Bloom.
Councillor W.S. Tearle declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute 25(a)(vi) – Policing Witham Carnival as he is a member of the Witham Carnival Association.

Councillor P.R. Barlow declared an interest in the item relating to Mental Health Services in North Essex as he has been appointed a Hospital Manager under the Mental Health Act.  (This item was not discussed as Standing Order 4 was invoked).

Councillor Mrs J.M. Money declared a personal interest in Visitor Information, referred to Resources Committee under Standing Order 4, as she runs a bed and breakfast business.

25.
POLICE LIAISON


(a) The Chairman welcomed Inspector Murray to the Meeting.  He explained that he had been in post for six months.  Jackie Bardsley and Jen Adams, Police Community Support Officers introduced themselves.
(i)
Councillor P.R. Barlow asked whether any action could be taken with regard to cars parked or dumped on private ground that have no valid tax disc.
Inspector Murray said that if a vehicle was no longer on the road, the owner was required to inform the DVLA and complete a SORN.  He recognised that in all likelihood such vehicles would have been driven to the private land but it would be difficult to prove.  He said that the Environment Agency might object to a number of cars being parked or abandoned in such a way but there was little the Police could do.  

(ii)
Councillor Barlow explained that the vandalism and anti-social behaviour resulting from poor management during the construction of the Ebenezer Close cycle path had now been resolved however he was concerned that mini motos and motor scooters were using the new pathway.

Inspector Murray said that patrols had been stepped up and he would advise the Weekly Tasking Group accordingly.

(iii)
Councillor B. Rose related an incident that had occurred in Guithavon Street when an elderly gentleman had been verbally abused and asked Inspector Murray for his opinion on High Visibility Policing especially in the town centre at night.
Inspector Murray assured Members that there would normally be two police officers or PCSOs on duty in the town centre on Friday and Saturday nights.  He encouraged all such incidents to be reported.

(iv)
Councillor Rose then asked about the local strategy on preventing the sale of alcohol to people under the legal age of consumption.
Inspector Murray said that he would always be happy for Members to inform him of premises where the sale of alcohol to the underaged occurs and then ‘test purchasing operations’ are carried out and licences can be revoked.

(v)
Councillor Rose asked Inspector Murray how police address anti-social behaviour in the known “hotspots” in the town.
Inspector Murray said that they run two operations in the town, ‘Jollity’ and ‘Starlight’.  Jollity is run on the Courts Estate centring on the two licensed premises.  High visibility policing along with covert policing aims to combat and deter anti-social behaviour, criminal damage, etc. Starlight centres on licensed premises using both overt and covert policing.  He said that all PCSOs and Neighbourhood Police Officers meet weekly to discuss ‘hotspots’ and identify three priorities.  He said that in addition PCSOs carry out ‘door knocking’ exercises to identify residents’ concerns and the Neighbourhood Action Panels also decide on three priorities.  He said that in some circumstances agencies, other than the police, would take action.
(vi)
Councillor S.J. Lambourne spoke of the policing of the Witham Carnival and was concerned that because of the underage drinking that had occurred, next year it would be alcohol free. He asked if a purge on the sale of alcohol to the underaged could be carried out prior to the carnival.  It was pointed out that the Carnival itself is already alcohol free.  
Inspector Murray spoke of the difficulties of policing such events with Special Constables being deployed throughout the district.  He recognised that there are only a limited number of summer weekends to organise such events, so resources will be stretched.  He agreed to ensure that ‘test purchasing’ of alcohol could be carried out the week prior to the Carnival but was mindful that much of the alcohol consumed by the underaged, was bought for them by adults.

(vii)
Councillor N.D. Scales had asked whether the extended opening hours and revised licensing laws have made policing in the town centre on a Saturday night easier or more problematic.

Inspector Murray explained that he had only been deployed in Witham for the last six months so was unable to comment.  He did however detail problems that now occur with drinkers outside public houses because of the smoking ban.  It was pointed out that there is a ban of no drinking in the high street and Inspector Murray said that he would undertake the necessary steps to have this enforced.
(viii)
Councillor S.E. Hicks asked what steps could be taken to penalise drivers who park their vehicles on the footpaths, double yellow lines etc.

Inspector Murray explained the difficulties now that such parking had been decriminalised and was an issue for parking attendants.  He said that wilful obstruction could however, still be dealt with by police.  Members also complained about parking across dropped kerbs.

(ix)
Councillor S.E. Hicks spoke of young drivers, in particular, who customise their vehicles and asked whether police check to ensure the legalities of their insurance, etc.

Inspector Murray said that the computer system now shows whether a vehicle is taxed and has a valid MOT and insurance.  Insurance companies need to be aware of modifications as any claim might not be met.  He said that traffic division officers have to inspect such vehicles to see whether they are roadworthy and conform to regulations.  Councillor B. Rose reported that young drivers apparently use the road between the White Hart and the Library as a speed track.
Members then questioned Inspector Murray on problems of policing that occur when officers are taken off their duties.  Inspector Murray suggested that the Council might wish to consider joint funding another PCSO and using CCTV in problem areas.  The work of the Community Warden was also raised along with the use of civilians for administrative duties.  Inspector Murray spoke of the burden now placed on Police Officers.

Members were mindful that the town is safe and work needed to be carried out on residents’ perceptions.

The Town Clerk reported the number of incidents of vandalism that had recently occurred both at Whetmead, which is being systematically targeted, and the River Walk.  She complained that until there is a successful prosecution, crimes will continue.
The Chairman thanked Inspector Murray for his comments.

(b) The Chairman then invited Jackie Bardsley, the joint funded Police Community Support Officer, to detail her work.
Ms Bardsley explained that she had been in-post for three months and had introduced herself to shopkeepers and ‘door knocked’ in Guithavon Street to ascertain residents’ concerns.

The Chairman thanked Ms Bardsley for attending the Meeting to be introduced to Members.

Councillor W.S. Tearle left the Meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT

The Chairman here adjourned the Meeting for comment from the member of press present but as none was made reconvened immediately.

26.
COMMUNITY WARDEN’S REPORT
The Community Warden’s Reports for May and June 2007 were received.
Members were interested to note that the Community Warden had felt able to deal with the majority of incidents without recourse to the police.
RESOLVED  That the Community Warden’s Reports be received and noted.

27.
TERMS OF REFERENCE

A report concerning the Terms of Reference for the Community Committee was received.
Councillor M.C.M. Lager spoke of the three main areas covered by the Community Committee, the need to identify priorities and to agree what the Town Council wanted to achieve.  He was concerned of the duplication of services that are provided by organisations and other authorities.  He stressed the need to lobby the Care Trust to make full use of the new building in Spinks Lane for outpatient clinics.  He urged Members to become involved in the community to find out what is needed and to form partnerships.  He suggested that outstanding citizens should be recognised.  He was keen to produce a business plan, to review the Town Council web site, and agree a ‘shopping list’ with the District and County Councils.
Members recognised that some organisations would not be keen to work together as funding could be cut.  It was considered that the list of priorities was broadly similar to those in previous administrations and it was pointed out that Kerin Boylan had vigorously campaigned for a ‘walk-in’ health centre for years.  Members were particularly concerned that the new Adult Education Centre was being underused because of the high course fees for those in employment.  
Concern was expressed by the statement that ‘it needs to be clearly understood that we will not provide grants beyond an initial period so that the body concerned then no longer depends on public funds.’  Members considered that organisations such as the CAB would not be able to function to the level now enjoyed, HomeStart would not exist and it was pointed out that the Carnival Association use 50% of the Town Council grant to fund liability insurance and to provide portable toilets in the Park.  It was considered that since Witham in Bloom was set up outside the Town Council control, they have been able to obtain sponsorship.  The importance of organisations like Holdfast Credit Union that focused on the Community and assisted those in dire need was stressed.




RESOLVED  That the Terms of Reference be received.
28.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT ON MATTERS ARISING

The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.
The Town Clerk offered to contact the Grove Centre to urge that the radlok system to prevent shopping trolleys being removed, be installed as a matter of urgency.  The Town Clerk reminded Members that the Town Council no longer has the manpower to take physical measures to confiscate trolleys.  Members were keen to be pro-active and it was agreed that Councillors M.C.M. Lager, S.J. Lambourne and Mrs J.M. Money would meet to discuss what pressure could be put on Tesco to resolve the situation as a matter of urgency.
Members were disappointed that Sally Wallis, the Patient and Public Involvement Officer for Mid-Essex Primary Care Trust had declined to attend Witham.  It was agreed that Lady Newton, Non-Executive Director of the Care Trust, who is well acquainted with the deficiencies in the medical facilities in Witham, would be asked to become personally involved in this matter.

RESOLVED That the Town Clerk’s Report be received and noted.

RESOLVED
That a meeting be arranged between Councillors Lager, Lambourne and Mrs. Money to discuss the issue of abandoned trolleys.

RESOLVED
That Lady Newton be asked to act as an advocate for Witham in seeking to improve medical facilities in the town.

29.
PLAYGROUND WORKING PARTY


(a)
Minutes


(i)
The Minutes of the Playground Working Party Meeting held 18th July 2007 were received.





RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.


(ii)
The Recommendation that the Community Committee agrees to make contributions from the £49,500 currently in its budget was received.


Members understood that the District Council had a large budget for play grounds and were anxious that residents of Witham would subsidise play areas in other parts of the District if such a contribution was made.  Members would however like to see a better play area for Witham in order that families do not travel to Maldon.  The suggestion was also made that whilst the District Council installs the play area, the Town Council might provide extra facilities, including additional seats and bins.

RESOLVED  That a letter be sent to Braintree District Council ascertaining costs and the District Council’s contribution before a decision is taken.

(iii)
A report regarding the basket ball hoops was received.
The Town Clerk detailed the situation and explained that the District Council had made the assurance that the equipment, which had been used for only a matter of weeks, had been safely stored.
Members agreed that the District Council should reimburse the Town Council for this loss.

RESOLVED  That the report be received and a letter sent to Braintree District Council seeking compensation for the loss of equipment.
(b)
Ebenezer Close
Members agreed to refer the issue of Ebenezer Close play area to the Playground Working party.

RESOLVED  That the Playground Working Party be asked to consider the future of the Ebenezer Close Playground.
30.
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS GROUP

The Minutes of the Meetings held 28th June and 25th July 2007 were received.
The Town Clerk explained the difficulties being encountered this year as risk assessments, structural surveys, etc. were required before a licence is granted.  She explained that it is necessary to order the Christmas Lights but the supplier, LITE, has agreed that if Essex County Council does not issue a licence this year, LITE will store the decorations for use next year and only charge for the structural survey and bracket costs this year.
RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and the Town Clerk’s actions be endorsed.
31.
GRANT AID

(a)
Citizens Advice Bureau

A written explanation regarding the significant increase in the grant requested and the audited accounts for 2006/2007 were received.  A report of the AGM from Councillor Barlow and details of grants totalling £55,500 were tabled.
Members recognised the value of the work of the CAB and in particular the Debt Advice Service but advocated the need to be sensible with the Town Council’s limited grant’s budget.  It was pointed out that the CAB could not rely on ever increasing grants from the Town Council but it was agreed that a grant of £9,000 be made to the CAB on this occasion.  However, the CAB should be informed that the Town Council could not continue to make such grants and advised that alternative funding should be sought.
RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its powers under Section 142 (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 1972, make a grant of £9,000 to the Citizens Advice Bureau and a letter be sent to the CAB advising of the Council’s position in this matter.
Councillor P.R. Barlow left the Meeting.
(b)
2nd Witham Boys Brigade

A grant aid request from The Boys’ Brigade was received.

Members supported this initiative which would make a positive impact.

RESOLVED  That the Town Council, in accordance with its powers under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following item of expenditure, which in the opinion of the Town Council, is in the interests of the area and its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with expenditure.
RESOLVED  That a grant of £2,803 be made to The Boys’ Brigade.
(c)
HOPE


A grant aid request from HOPE and a short report were received.
Members agreed that the Town Clerk should make enquiries of the Primary Care Trust with regard to this relatively new venture.
RESOLVED  That the grant aid request be received and the Town Clerk undertake enquiries of the Primary Care Trust.

(d)
HOLDFAST CREDIT UNION

A grant aid request from Holdfast Credit Union and details of past grants were received.
Whilst recognising the value of providing hardship grants, Members were mindful of the small number of people that would benefit and therefore could not justify commensurate benefit.

RESOLVED  That the grant aid request be refused on the basis that commensurate benefit could not be demonstrated.
(e) WITHAM IN BLOOM

Councillors B.J. Fleet and S.E. Hicks had declared interests in this matter.

An invoice was received from Hanging Gardens Nurseries Ltd.

The Town Clerk explained that the Town Council gives Witham in Bloom a grant of £9,000. The value of this grant is enhanced by the Town Council purchasing various items or services net of VAT.  She explained that if the attached invoice was paid there would be an over spend of £270.
Members agreed that another invoice should be sought so that the grant was not exceeded.

RESOLVED  That Witham in Bloom be asked to obtain a new invoice for only sufficient items so as not to exceed the agreed grant.
32.
YOUTH FACILITIES
An email from Councillor B. Rose concerning facilities at Parkside Youth Club and a report concerning a proposed cinema club were received.
Councillor Rose was concerned that facilities for young people in the town were poor.  A Youth Forum had been held at Parkside and the young people had listed their aspirations for the town including better shops, more sports facilities, new youth centre, karting track, cinema and disco.  They believed that Braintree gets better services than Witham and they are reluctant to travel to Freeport as they had been subject to attack.
Members were anxious to improve facilities for the young people.

In view of the time, the Town Clerk reminded Members of Standing Order 4.

RESOLVED  That the email and report be received and noted.

RESOLVED  That those items outstanding, namely –

Item 11 – Post Office Network Change Programme,

Item 12 –Visitor Information,

Item 13 – Research into the Well Being of Children and Young People,

Item 14 – Mental Health Services in North Essex and

Item 15 – Overview and Scrutiny Committee – Enforcement – Study – Module 3 – Investigation into Licensing Enforcement,

be referred to the Resources Committee.


The Chairman then closed the Meeting at 10.01 p.m.

Councillor Mrs J.M. Money


Chairman
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