Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee held 29th September 2008.   Continued
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MINUTES
Meeting:
Community Committee

Date:

Monday, 29th September 2008



Present:
Councillors:
Mrs   P.M.
Lee

(Vice Chairman in the Chair)




Miss
L.
Barlow






N. 
Coughlan





B.J.
Fleet






S.J.
Goodfellow




P.A.
Heath

S.J.
Lambourne


Mrs
J.M.
Money

Also in attendance:
Cllr.
P.R. 
Barlow


APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs P.A. Brunton, S.E. 
Hicks and W.S. Tearle.
37.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

The Vice Chairman called for nominations to serve as Chairman of the Community Committee for the Civic Year 2008/2009.




RESOLVED  That Councillor Mrs P.M. Lee be elected to 



serve as Chairman of the Community Committee for the 



ensuing Civic Year.

38.
VICE CHAIRMAN
The Chairman then called for nominations to serve as Vice Chairman of the Community Committee for the Civic Year 2008/2009.




RESOLVED  That Councillor Miss L.Barlow be elected to 


serve as Vice Chairman of the Community Committee for 



the ensuing Civic Year.
39.
MINUTES




RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the 



Community Committee held 14th July 2008 be confirmed 



as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
40.
INTERESTS


Councillor Mrs J.M. Money declared personal interests in Minutes 45 - Puppet 
Festival and 47 - Tourist Information Centre, as she runs a bed and breakfast 
business.

Councillor P.R. Barlow declared personal interests in Minutes 50(b) – CAB Grant 
Aid Request, as he is a member of its Trustee Board, and 52 – Health Services in 
Witham as he is a hospital manager.


Later in the Meeting at Minute 46(b) – Playground Working Party, Councillor 
Miss L. Barlow declared a personal interest as she is a District Councillor seeking 
sponsorship for the skate park scheme from the Witham Local Committee.

41.
QUESTION TIME
Members of the press and public present had no questions.
The Town Clerk advised that she had been given some conflicting advice as to the nature of the Adjournment and that in future it would be included as an item.  She said that she would seek clarification from the Monitoring Officer at Braintree District Council and advise accordingly.

42.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT


The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
43.
ABANDONED SHOPPING TROLLEYS

The Notes of the Meeting held 13th August 2008 were received and Members informed that the radlock system was installed on Wednesday, 17th September 2008.
Members were pleased that at long last a system had been introduced to prevent Tesco trolleys littering the town, however it was noted that taxi passengers are being charged an additional 50 pence to be picked up from the car park rather than Mayland Road.



RESOLVED  That the Notes be received and information 



noted.

44.
COMMUNITY WARDEN’S REPORT

The Community Warden’s Report for June 2008 was received and the report for July 2008 tabled.

Members praised Les Davies, the Witham Community Warden, for his public spirit and sensible approach.



RESOLVED  That the Report be received and noted.
45.
PUPPET FESTIVAL 


Councillor Mrs J.M. Money had declared a personal interest.


Notes of a Meeting held 23rd September 2008 were tabled.


The Town Clerk spoke of the success of the Puppet Festival and explained that it was for Members of the Community Committee to decide the future of the Festival.  She added that the funding from the lottery had finished last year and that Braintree District Council had given £8,000 and promised similar funding for the next two years.  

Members considered the Puppet Festival a resounding success that greatly benefited the community and businesses alike.  The organisation had been superb and the Festival had been a delightful occasion that could be enjoyed by all despite the present difficult economic climate.  It was noted with regret that Newlands Precinct had not given the promised £1,000 sponsorship despite benefiting from a full share of acts
.  Members agreed that the Puppet Festival should be enhanced and the Town Council build on its success.

The Town Mayor congratulated the Town Clerk and her staff on the success of the Puppet Festival and spoke of Members’ appreciation of their hard work.



RESOLVED  That the Puppet Festival should be enhanced and the Town Council build on its success.


RESOLVED  That the Notes of the Meeting be received.
46.
PLAYGROUND WORKING PARTY

(a) MINUTES


The Minutes of the Meeting of the Playground Working Party held 4th August 2008 were received.




RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.

(b) SKATEPARK

Councillor Miss L.Barlow declared a personal interest.

(i)
Members were asked to approve the recommendations of the Resources Committee.
The Town Clerk advised that the Town Council is justified in spending this money on a project that is well supported by local residents.  Members agreed to accept the Resources Committee’s recommendation

RESOLVED  That the sum of £25,500 be earmarked for 
new equipment at the Skateboard Park subject to sufficient 
additional funding being sought, District Council support, 
satisfactory evidence of usage and consultation of residents.
(ii)
A report was received detailing the results of the consultation and a survey of usage.  An additional report on usage, from Councillor S.E. Hicks, was tabled.



RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
(iii)
Councillor Miss L. Barlow explained that she had been advised to await the outcome of the grant application to the Youth Initiatives Fund before making an application, possibly in the new Financial Year, for the remainder of the required funding from the Local Committee.
It was agreed that the additional information on community support and usage of the current equipment should be sent in support of the application for funding.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.

(c)
RICKSTONES ROAD

Members agreed to approve the recommendation from the Resources Committee.


RESOLVED  That the sum of £20,000 be earmarked 


towards the cost of providing new play equipment at 


Rickstones.
(d) MEMBERSHIP

It was noted that another Member would be required to serve on the Playground Working Party and it was agreed to refer the matter to the Town Council.




RESOLVED  That this matter be referred to the Meeting 




of the Town Council Meeting to be held 21st October 2008.
47.
TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE


Councillor Mrs J.M. Money had declared a personal interest.


Tourist Information figures for July and August 2008 were received.





RESOLVED  That the figures be received and noted.
48.
DISABLED ACCESS


Replies were received from Braintree District and Essex County Councils concerning disabled access to buildings in Newland Street.

The suggestion was made that the document ‘Easy Access to Historic Buildings’, quoted in the Essex County Council letter, should be referred to the Chamber of Commerce and Strategy Group for their members’ information.  The Town Clerk said that this document could also be put on the Town Council Web Site.





RESOLVED  That the letters be received and the 




document ‘Easy Access to Historic Buildings’ be referred 



to the Chamber of Commerce and the Strategy Group for 



information.
49.
BUS SERVICES – DISABILITY DISCRIMINATION ACT


A reply was received from Essex County Council and it was noted that it would appear that no PSVAR compliancy transition has been accelerated through its partnerships with bus operators.


Members considered this to be the expected response from Essex County Council.





RESOLVED  That the letter be received and noted.
50.
GRANT AID

(a) HOME-START

A grant aid acknowledgement and information were received.

Members spoke of the need for organisations such as Home-Start particularly in the current economic climate and the foresight of the Town Council to be a constant supporter.



RESOLVED  That the letter be received and noted.
(b) CAB

Councillor P.R. Barlow had declared a personal interest.

A report and Annual Accounts were received.

Members considered the Debt Service to be much needed at this time and suggested that a grant of £10,000 should be made.




RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its powers 


under Section 144(2)(a) of the Local Government Act 


1972, makes a grant of £10,000 to the Citizens Advice 


Bureau for the Debt Service.
(c)
FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP


A report and a grant application requesting funding towards entertainment at the Friday Fellowship were received.
Members fully supported the application.
RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its powers under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 should incur the following item of expenditure which in the opinion of the Town Council is in the interests of the area and its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with expenditure.

RESOLVED  That a grant of £300 be made to the Friday Fellowship towards entertainment for the elderly.
(d)
VITALISE
A report and a grant application requesting funding towards breaks provided for three disabled people and their carers from Witham were received.
Members were aware of the need to demonstrate commensurate benefit and after discussion it was agreed that a grant of £150, £50 per person assisted, should be made.

It was also pointed out that Vitalise should approach Greenfields, who might also be able to assist with funding.

RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its powers under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 should incur the following item of expenditure which in the opinion of the Town Council is in the interests of the area and its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with expenditure.

RESOLVED  That a grant of £150 be made to Vitalise and that they be advised that they should approach Greenfields to seek further funding.
51.
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE – WHO CARES


A report was received concerning the partnership conference to be held on 20th November 2008 at Towerlands.

It was agreed that if Members wished to attend they should inform the Town Clerk by Thursday, 13th November 2008.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and it be noted 


that if Members wish to attend the conference they should 


inform the Town Clerk accordingly by Thursday, 13th 


November 2008.
52.
HEALTH SERVICES IN WITHAM


Councillor P.R. Barlow had declared a personal interest.


A report of the Mid Essex Primary Care Trust AGM held 25th September 2008 was received.


It was noted that following the District Council’s motion to support fully the Town Council’s efforts to secure substantial improvements in the health services in Witham, the matter will be further discussed at the Liaison Meeting to be held on Monday, 27th October 2008.


Members welcomed the information that the turn round in the PCT finances could result in improved medical services for Witham but were disappointed to note that despite representations, the 24/7 health facilities would still be sited in North Chelmsford.  The PCT is currently conducting a strategic review of new services which should be completed by November, costings prepared by January ready for implementation in the next Financial Year.  It is understood that Witham is a top priority but concern was voiced that as no firm details of possible provision had been provided, information should be sought from the Primary Care Trust. 




RESOLVED  That the report be received and forwarded to 


Braintree District Council for inclusion on the Liaison 



Meeting Agenda.




RESOLVED  That a letter be sent to the Primary Care 



Trust seeking information concerning the additional 



medical facilities being considered for Witham.

53.
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS WORKING GROUP


(a)
A report and Terms of Reference for the Working Group were received.

The Town Clerk advised that the new Terms of Reference addressed the issues concerning interests and commercial confidentiality.






RESOLVED  That the report be received and Terms of 



Reference for the Christmas Decorations Working Group 



be adopted.
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC




RESOLVED  That under the Public Bodies (Admissions 


to Meeting) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded 


from the Meeting for the following items of Business on 


the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public 

interest.

Councillor P.R. Barlow left the Council Chamber.

(b)
A report was received and a breakdown of figures was tabled.
The Town Clerk was pleased to report that the Local Committee had given a grant of £2,040 towards the purchase of Christmas Decorations for the Town Hall.  She explained that there is a shortfall in this year’s budget of £2,753 with energy costs still yet unknown.  It was agreed to recommend to the Resources Committee that £3,010 be vired to cover these costs.  



RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.



RECOMMENDED  to the Resources Committee – That a 


sum of £3010 be vired to cover the shortfall in the 



Christmas Decorations’ budget.
Councillor P.R. Barlow returned to the Council Chamber.

54.
HERITAGE CENTRE



A report was received and Notes of a Meeting held 22nd September 2008 were tabled.

The Town Clerk explained that agreement had been received from both the History Society and Witham and Countryside Society to remove the display boards in the Heritage Centre.  Members agreed that the boards should be removed.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and authority 


given to remove the display boards in the Heritage Centre.
55.
PAINTING OF LITTER BINS


A report was received.

Members agreed that tenders for the painting of litter bins should be sought.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and tenders for 


the painting of litter bins be sought.
56.
PUBLIC DOMAIN


Members considered that Items 53(b) – Christmas Decorations, 54 – Heritage Centre and the Resolution at Item 55 – Painting of Litter Bins, discussed in Private Session, should be moved into the Public Domain.





RESOLVED  That Items 53(b) – Christmas Decorations, 



54 – Heritage Centre and the Resolution at Item 55 – 



Painting of Litter Bins, should be moved into the Public 



Domain.


There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 8.45 p.m.


Councillor Mrs P.M. Lee

Chairman

AH/GK/2.10.2008
�








� A cheque was received on 3rd October in the sum of £750.00.
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