Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee held 2nd August 2010.  Continued.
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Also in attendance:
Councillors

P.R. 
Barlow







M.C.M.Lager


APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors N. Coughlan, S.J. Goodfellow, 
P.A. Heath, S.J. Lambourne and Mrs J.M. Money.

21.
MINUTES




RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the 




Community Committee held 7th June 2010 be confirmed as a 



true record and signed by the Chairman.
The Town Clerk drew Members’ attention to the Community Support budget and wished to give an update regarding the £2,500 grant towards landscaping or garden furniture at Helen Court.  She explained that the Town Council had been asked to purchase a six seat, teak patio set at a cost of £2,562.13 and she had therefore suggested that the costs be reduced to within budget.
22.
INTERESTS
Councillor P.R. Barlow declared a personal interest in Minute 28(d) – North Essex NHS Partnership, as he is a manager of the North Essex Partnership Foundation Trust in association with the NHS Partnership.  Later in the Meeting, he declared a personal interest in Minute 24(h) – 8–20 Church Street – Illegal Vehicle Manoeuvres, as he is a member of the Witham and Countryside Society that is pursuing this problem.

Councillor J.C. Goodman declared a personal interest in Minute 24 – Police Liaison, as he is employed by Essex Police.

Councillor B.J. Fleet declared a personal interest in Minute 29(c) – Witham In Bloom, as he is a committee member of that organisation.

Councillor M.C.M. Lager declared personal interests in Minutes 25 - Mill Lane Bowls’ Club, and 27 – Community Warden Service, as a Member of Braintree District Council.  Later in the Meeting he declared a personal interest at Minute 28(a) – Health Care Facilities in Witham, as a Member of Braintree District Council.

Councillor S.E. Hicks declared personal interests in Minutes 25 – Mill Lane Bowls’ Club, as he is a friend of several members and 33 – Puppet Festival, as his company is a sponsor.
Councillor Miss L. Barlow declared a personal interest in Minute 26 – Town Clerk’s Report, as it refers to the Boys’ Brigade grant and she knows the applicant, Mr John Boon.

Later in the Meeting at Minute 24(g) – Gershwin Boulevard, Councillor Mrs P.M. Lee declared a personal interest as she is affected by the speeding vehicles.
23.
QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
There were no questions or statements from the members of the press present at the Meeting.
24.
POLICE LIAISON

Councillor J.C. Goodman had declared a personal interest.


Members were disappointed that a Police Officer had once again failed to attend the Meeting and considered this to be an important opportunity to work in partnership and discuss issues of concern.





RESOLVED  That a letter be sent to Inspector Pitcher 




explaining that the Town Council expects either a police 




or a community support officer to attend the Community 




Committee Meetings and that a copy of the letter be sent to the 



Divisional Commander.



From Meeting held 7th June 2010

(a) Mill Lane - Anti-social behaviour
Members noted that police usually focus on the town centre until licensed premises closing time and then patrol roads leading out of the town, eg Maldon Road, Guithavon Street etc.  There would appear to be few incidents reported to police.
(b) Templars Estate – Anti-social behaviour
Members noted that the police are currently working closely with other agencies and private landlords in focusing attention on the main protagonists.
(c) Motts Lane – Footpath 88 – Nuisance Motorcycles
It was noted that nuisance motorcycles, appear to be the work of a very small group of individuals not confined to this area.  One moped has been seized and crushed and a warning given to another cyclist.  Following complaints in June, four foot patrol officers, two mobile units and the police helicopter were involved in looking for two mopeds.  The police have given the assurance that work will continue until all vehicles and persons have been dealt with.
(d) Bramble Road - Youth Nuisance
Members noted that incidents of youth nuisance have diminished but patrolling of this area and Spa Road did continue after large amounts of alcohol were seized.
(e)
Powers Hall End and Church Street - Speeding 
It was noted that police have undertaken hand held speed traps in Bramble Road, Flora Road and Powers Hall End but there were no speeding vehicles.  Speed survey results are currently awaited for Bramble and Flora Roads.  Surveys are planned for Powers Hall End and Church Street. 

(f)
Ebenezer Close – Youths Congregating 
Members noted that police are addressing this issue.




RESOLVED  That the above information be received and 



noted.

(g)
Gershwin Boulevard

Councillor Mrs P.M. Lee declared a personal interest as a resident affected by speeding vehicles in Gershwin Boulevard.


A letter was received from the Cabinet Member, Essex County Council and Members informed that the MP is conscious of the road safety implications as she has seen the speeds of many drivers in Gershwin Boulevard.  A response was received from the Department of Transport regarding the Town Council’s complaint that current legislation does not allow for 30 mph repeater signs or roundels.

Members were disappointed with the response from the Department of Transport as it was understood that the new government wished to be informed of obstructive legislation however it was agreed that the suggestion that a safety camera warning symbol sign incorporating a 30 mph speed limit should be recommended for use.





RESOLVED  That the letters be received and Essex County 



Council asked to erect safety camera warning symbol signs 




that incorporate a 30 mph limit, in Gershwin Boulevard.
New Issues
(h) 
8-20 Church Street – “Illegal Vehicle Manoeuvres” 
Councillor P.R. Barlow declared a personal interest as he is a member of the Witham and Countryside Society that is pursuing this problem.

Councillor P.R. Barlow had asked that the issue of vehicles parking on the former flowerbed in front of the shops at 8-20 Church Street be raised.  He informed Members that the Planning Officer had advised that this was not an enforcement issue but an illegal vehicle manoeuvre.  
Members could not understand how it could be considered an illegal manoeuvre but it was agreed that full details would be passed to the Town Clerk and a letter sent to the police.






RESOLVED  That a letter be sent to the police seeking 





clarification as to whether an offence has been committed and 




asked to take appropriate action.
(i)
Police Sirens

Councillor B.J. Fleet had asked a question regarding guidelines on the use of sirens, approved hours of use and multiple police vehicles simultaneously using their sirens.  He complained that police vehicles drive along in convoy all using their sirens but with no other vehicle in sight.  He was informed that when responding to an emergency, the blue light is used throughout but the sirens should only be used to let other road users and pedestrians know of the vehicle’s presence.  At night, blue lights would normally be sufficient.  
It was agreed to write to all the emergency services seeking their policy on the use of sirens.





RESOLVED  That a letter be sent to Police, Fire and 




Ambulance services requesting details of their policies with 



regard to the use of sirens.
(j) Highfields Road – Speeding

Members noted that the concerns of a member of the public with regard to vehicles speeding in Highfields Road have been raised with Inspector Pitcher and a response had been requested for this Meeting.

(k)
Community Speed Watch


An email was received concerning Community Speed Watch along with details from the website.

25.
MILL LANE BOWLS’ CLUB


Councillors S.E. Hicks and M.C.M. Lager had declared personal interests.


A report was received and photographs of the bowling green were circulated.  

Members were disappointed with the response from the District Council and the condition of the bowling green.  The Town Clerk commented that four moss treatments are specified each year in the contract but she questioned how this could have been carried out, as stated, as in February the ground was frozen.  Efficient management was called into doubt when the ground is owned by Braintree District Council, leased to DC Leisure and then the District Council contracted to undertake the green maintenance.  It was suggested that in the future the Bowling Club might wish to manage the green themselves. After much discussion it was agreed to await the result of the meeting on 9th August 2010 and to refer the matter to the Town Council Meeting to be held 6th September 2010.






RESOLVED  That the report be received, the outcome 




of the meeting be awaited and a report made to Town Council.
26.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

Councillor Miss L. Barlow had declared a personal interest.

The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.






RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
27.
COMMUNITY WARDEN SERVICE

Councillor M.C.M. Lager had declared a personal interest.


A report was received concerning the District Council’s response with regard to the increase in anti-social behaviour, litter and fly tipping being experienced in the town.

Members welcomed the information that the new Street Wardens could be used at the Puppet Festival.






RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
28.
HEALTH CARE


(a)
Health Care Facilities in Witham


Councillor M.C.M. Lager declared a personal interest as a Member of Braintree District Council.

A report was received concerning the District Council’s support for additional health care facilities in Witham.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.

(b)
GP Choice Consultation


A report was received from Councillor P.R. Barlow who attended the consultation on 25th June 2010.

Councillor P.R. Barlow referred to the possibilities that commuters might find it more convenient to register with a GP close to their place of work.  His main concern though was that with the demise of the Primary Care and Strategic Health Trusts there would be a period of inactivity during the changeover to commissioning by GP consortia.

It was agreed that the MP should be kept informed of the Town Council’s aspirations for improved health care facilities in the town.






RESOLVED  That the report be received and the MP 




informed of the Town Council’s aspirations for improved 




health care facilities in the town.

(c)
Mid Area Forum – Health Inequality across Mid Essex – Scrutiny Task and Finish Group


Members were informed that the Agenda for this Meeting held on 14th July 2010 is available in the Town Hall Office but the Minutes are still not available.





RESOLVED  That the Minutes be awaited.

(d)
North Essex NHS Partnership


Councillor P.R. Barlow had declared a personal interest.


The Annual Plan 2010/11 was received and Members informed that the Annual Public Meeting will be held on 8th September 2010.






RESOLVED  That the Plan be received and information 




noted.
29.
GRANT AID


(a)
HomeStart

A letter was received from HomeStart and Members noted that the Annual Accounts for the period ended 31st March 2010 have been received.  Members were asked to confirm that the grant for £3,757 resolved by this Committee on 30th March 2010 could proceed.





RESOLVED  That the letter be received and the sum of 




£3,757 be given to HomeStart as it had complied with the 




conditions of the grant.

(b)
Templars Community Association


Members were informed that a letter and Statements of Accounts have been received from the Templars Community Association.





RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.

(c)
Witham in Bloom

Councillor B.J. Fleet had declared a personal interest.


Members were informed that a letter and Independent Examiner’s Account for 2009 have been received from Witham in Bloom.





RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.

(d)
Power of Well Being

A report was received explaining that the Power of Well Being cannot be used for an individual if the money will be spent overseas as it will not be benefiting the community.





RESOLVED  That the report and information be received and 



noted.
30.
RICKSTONES PAVILION

Members were reminded that the Public Consultation regarding the proposed redevelopment of the Rickstones Pavilion area was held on 15th July 2010 and informed that any comments were required by 30th July 2010.





RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
31.
VISITOR INFORMATION

Visitor information statistics for May and June 2010 were received.





RESOLVED  That the visitor information be received and 



noted.
32.
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS


Minutes of the Christmas Lights Meeting held 24th June 2010 were received.


Members congratulated the Christmas Lights Group on their commitment and creative ideas to generate funds.






RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.
33.
PUPPET FESTIVAL


Councillor S.E. Hicks had declared a personal interest.


(a)
Notes of Meeting

The Notes of the Meeting held 8th June 2010 were received and Members informed that sandwiches are now being obtained from Mama Dells.




RESOLVED  That the Notes be received.




(b)
Future Funding

Members were reminded that this is the last year of the three annual grants of £8,000 towards the Puppet Festival from Braintree District Council.  

Councillor M.C.M. Lager advised that the District Council would be unlikely to continue the current level of funding for all its previous commitments.  It was agreed that future funding of the Puppet Festival should be considered by the Financial Sub-Group set up to consider expenditure and possible additional responsibilities.
The Town Clerk advised that she and the Projects Officer would meet with the East of England Arts Director on 2nd September 2010 to discuss a possible grant.





RESOLVED  That the matter of future funding of the Puppet 



Festival be considered by the Financial Sub-Group.
(c)
Expenditure

Details of expenditure were received.





RESOLVED  That the details be received and noted.
34.
CHANGES IN RESPONSIBILITY TO CONCESSIONARY TRAVEL PASSES AND THE PUBLIC CONSULTATION


A report was received regarding the Essex County Council consultation and the transfer of responsibility of the Bus Pass Scheme from District to County Councils from 1st April 2011.


Members considered that the consultation was not well advertised or reaching actual bus pass users.  Advertising on the buses or contacting groups such as the Lunch Club or U3A would be more appropriate.







RESOLVED  That the report be received and a suggestion 





made that advertising the consultation on the buses or by 





targeting groups used by the over 60’s would be more 





productive.
35.
TOUR OF BRITAIN BIKE RACE


An email was received from Braintree District Council concerning the Tour of Britain Bike Race which passes through Witham on 17th September 2010 and then on to Tiptree via Heybridge before finishing the stage in Colchester.


Members recognised the importance of this event particularly as it is the day before the Puppet Festival and advantage should be taken to advertise the festival.






RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
36.
MALTINGS ACADEMY – COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTION FROM STUDENTS
An email was received from the Maltings Academy regarding a school based project to enhance local areas.

The Town Clerk advised that owl boxes could be made for the River Walk and it was suggested that a meeting be set up with the Maltings Academy and Witham in Bloom, to discuss the project.






RESOLVED  That the email be received and a meeting set up 




with the Maltings Academy and Witham in Bloom to discuss 




the proposed project.
There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 8.40 p.m.

Councillor Miss L. Barlow


Chairman
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� A letter was received from PS Wilson on Tuesday, 3rd August 2010 explaining that he only knew of the Meeting a few hours before it was to be held.  Emails detailing the Police Liaison items were sent to both him and Inspector Pitcher on Tuesday, 27th July 2010.  The paper copy of the Agenda was also sent to Inspector Pitcher on that date.  Inspector Pitcher has been in contact and he will be attending the next Community Committee Meeting.


� Police have undertaken speed gun checks on this road but have found no drivers to be driving excessively fast, but police presence is a calming measure.  A speed survey will be carried out in due course.





