Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee held 7th June 2010.  Continued.
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APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs P.A. Brunton, N. Coughlan, 
P.A. Heath and W.S. Tearle.
3.
MINUTES




RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meetings of the 




Community Committee held 30th March and 4th May 2010 be 



confirmed as a true copy and signed by the Chairman.
4.
INTERESTS

Councillor P.R. Barlow declared a personal interest in Minute 12 – Health Care 
Provision in Witham as he is a non-executive member of the East of England 
Ambulance Trust.  Later in the Meeting at Minute 18 – CAB, he declared a personal 
interest as a Trustee of the Braintree, Halstead and Witham CAB.

Councillor S.J. Goodfellow declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute 6(a) – 
Grant Aid – Boys’ Brigade, as his son is a member who would benefit from any grant.


Councillor J.C. Goodman declared a personal interest in Minute 7 – Police Liaison as 
he is employed by Essex Police.


Councillor S.E. Hicks declared a personal interest in Minute 9(d) – Grant Aid – 
Witham 
Carnival Association, as he will be taking part in the parade and later in the 
Meeting at Minute 20 – Puppet Festival, he declared a personal interest as his company 
is a sponsor.

Councillor Miss L. Barlow declared a personal interest in Minute 6(a) – Grant Aid – 
Boys’ Brigade, as she knows the applicant, Mr J. Boon.


Councillor B. J. Fleet reminded Members that in the last Civic Year he would have 
declared a personal interest in Minute 6(a) – Grant Aid – Boys’ Brigade, as that 
organisation was a beneficiary of the Town Mayor’s Charity.

5.
QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

Mr John Boon, Boys’ Brigade, explained the difficulties of making ends meet 
financially.  He stressed the importance of the community development worker and 
apprenticeship scheme in the future development of the Boys’ Brigade.  He appreciated 
the support that the Town Council had given in the past and understood its financial 
constraints.

In answer to a question regarding a possible deferral of the decision regarding funding, 
Mr Boon explained that whilst the situation is difficult it would not be impossible to 
proceed without 
immediate funding.


Members agreed to take the item on Boys’ Brigade Funding, next.
6.
GRANT AID

(a)
BOYS’ BRIGADE

Councillor S.J. Goodfellow had declared a personal and prejudicial interest and left the Council Chamber.

Councillor Ms L. Barlow had declared a personal interest.

A report was received.

Members considered in depth the options open to them should they decide to grant further funding.  It was explained that there would be a refund of part of the grant to the Twinning Association/Ladies Football Club following the recent tournament, but at present the amount is unknown.  Members also considered using the Youth Engagement budget as the Youth Café project had apparently stalled but, on balance, it was agreed to defer the matter to seek clarification of the situation.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and the matter 




deferred to the Meeting of the Town Council on 12th July 2010.
Councillor S.J. Goodfellow returned to the Council Chamber.

7.
POLICE LIAISON

Councillor J.C. Goodman had declared a personal interest.


Members were disappointed that no police officer was at the Meeting and the Town Clerk suggested that an email be sent to Inspector Pitcher seeking an update on all the issues listed on the Agenda.



From Meeting held 30th March 2010

(a) Speeding Vehicles – Gershwin Boulevard

A response was received from Essex County Council regarding the Town Council’s request that other signage be installed on Gershwin Boulevard in an attempt to reduce the speed of vehicles.  Members were concerned that no action has been taken by the County Council to remedy the situation.  It was agreed that if legislation prevented repeater speed limit signs or roundels on the road, then a letter should be sent to the Secretary of State complaining about this unnecessary and obstructive legislation.  Members considered that speed activated signage could be installed.





RESOLVED  That a letter be received and that speed activated 



signage be requested for Gershwin Boulevard, with letters 




being sent to both the Cabinet Member and the MP.





RESOLVED That a letter be sent to the Secretary of State 




complaining that current legislation apparently does not allow 



for 30 mph repeater signs or roundels on the road surface to be 



installed when the street lighting indicates a 30 mph limit.
(b) Mill Lane
Anti-social behaviour.
(c) Templars Estate

Anti-social behaviour.
(d) Footpath 88 – Motts Lane

Misuse of motorcycles on the River Walk.
(e) Youth Nuisance in Bramble Road
Youth nuisance.
(f)
Speeding – Powers Hall End and Church Street

Results of speed checks.
(g)
Witham North Neighbourhood Action Panel
A letter was received from Inspector Pitcher refuting the suggestion that Witham North Neighbourhood Action Panel meetings are unwelcoming.  Members considered that at one stage local Councillors were discouraged to attend these meetings.  It was also pointed out that it is not just the Templars Estate that is covered by this panel and that there should be a more effective way of advertising the dates of meetings rather than by a leaflet drop.




RESOLVED  That the letter be received and a response made 



to Inspector Pitcher containing the above points.

NEW ISSUES


(h)
Parking – Laurence Avenue junction with Howbridge Road

The Town Clerk advised that Community Support Officers had been allocated the task to police the parking in Laurence Avenue.

(i) Ebenezer Close


Councillor P.R. Barlow had raised the problem of youths congregating around the garages between 19 and 21 Ebenezer Close.





RESOLVED  That the above outstanding issues be referred to 



Inspector Pitcher for a response.
8.
POLICE COMMUNITY SUPPORT OFFICER

Members agreed to sign the Special Services Agreement for the part-funded Town Centre Police Community Support Officer. 






RESOLVED  That the Special Services Agreement be signed 



by the Town Mayor and her Deputy.

9.
GRANT AID (Continued)

(b)
YOUTH PASTOR – UNITED REFORMED CHURCH


A report and grant aid request were received.
Members discussed the application for the Youth Pastor at the United Reformed Church.  Discussion followed regarding the conditions set out for the allocation of funding in 2009/10.  Members were disappointed that the youth café project has failed to progress.  It was noted that the Church has financed reserves available in the Youth Pastor budget held by the Church.

Members were informed that the academies hoped to make an early site visit to the former Crown Public House in Guithavon Street to see whether it would make appropriate premises for a youth café.  

Members wished for the Youth Engagement budget to be used and considered it unlikely, with exams currently midway, new principals starting in the Autumn and the summer break, that anything could be realistically achieved in this financial year.  

After much discussion it was agreed that the whole basis of Youth Engagement would be discussed at Town Council on 12th July and that the academies would be asked to provide a business plan, or if not an indication of when one will be available, so that Members would obtain a clear view on how to proceed.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and the matter be 



deferred to Town Council on 12th July 2010.




RESOLVED  That the academies be asked to produce a 




business plan for the proposed youth café by 12th July 2010 



or an indication of the date when one will be available.
(c)
HUMBER ROAD ESTATE COMMUNITY INITIATIVE


A report and grant aid request for funding towards a Summer Fun Day were received.

Members agreed to support this event.





RESOLVED  That the Town Council, using its power 




under Section 77 of the Local Government and Public 




Involvement in Health Act 2007, the Power of Well Being, 




approves a grant of £500 to the Humber Road Estate 




Community Initiative for its Summer Fun Day.
(d)
WITHAM CARNIVAL ASSOCIATION
Councillor S.E. Hicks had declared a personal interest.

The Carnival Association’s Annual Accounts for 1st April 2009 to 31st March 2010 were received.



RESOLVED  That the Annual Accounts be received and 



noted.
(e) WITHAM BROWNIES
Members were informed that a letter of thanks has been received from the Witham Brownies for the Town Council’s donation of £250.




RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
(f) LUNCHEON CLUB
A report and letter from the Luncheon Club, requesting continued free use of the Function Room and Kitchen one day a week, were received.
Members agreed to give the Luncheon Club continued free use of the Function Room and Kitchen one day a week and discussion took place as to whether this should remain on a Monday or change to a Thursday as requested.




RESOLVED  That the Luncheon Club be granted continued 


free use of the Function Room and Kitchen on a Monday.
10.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT
The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.

11.
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

The Notes of the Meeting held 26th May 2010 and a report, regarding this Committee’s request to the Christmas Lights’ Group to further investigate the possibility of a crossover this year, were received.

The Town Clerk explained that Chelmsford Borough Council was disposing of some Christmas lights and four crossovers were obtained by the Group.  An agreement with the Borough Council that the lights would become the responsibility of the Town Council was approved.
The Town Clerk advised that there are still difficulties with the original crossover.  Permission for structural surveys from the property owners were still awaited.  





RESOLVED That the Notes be received and information 




noted.
12.
HEALTH CARE PROVISION IN WITHAM

Councillor P.R. Barlow had declared a personal interest. 


A report and letter from Braintree District Council were received.

Members were surprised to receive such a letter from the Leader of the District Council as it was considered that Witham’s case had been made on many occasions both by this Council and the Witham Local Committee and additional health care facilities listed.  It was suggested that as this matter would be considered at the Full Council Meeting to be held on 28th June 2010, Councillor Butland and every District Councillor representing Witham should be informed of all the additional medical facilities that should be provided.





RESOLVED  That the letter be received and letters sent to 



both Councillor G. Butland and all the District Councillors 



representing Witham, listing the following required additional 


medical facilities –
· greater GP provision

· local access to minor injuries clinics

· offer a diversity of medical testing locally

· out of hours walk in clinic

· oncology and other outpatient clinics held locally.
13.
VISITOR INFORMATION


Visitor Information figures for March and April 2010 were received.





RESOLVED  That the figures be received and noted.
14.
LEAD, MOTIVATE AND SUCCEED


A report of a course attended by the Tourism Officer on 29th April 2010 was received.

The Town Clerk advised that she and the Tourism Officer are continuing to evaluate and enhance the services available.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
15.
COMMUNITY WARDEN


The Community Warden’s Report for February, March and April 2010 was received.

Members expressed concern about the increase in anti-social behaviour, litter, fly tipping etc. particularly as the Community Warden Service is being re-organised.  It was agreed to ask the District Council how it proposed to combat these issues.






RESOLVED  That the Community Warden’s report be 




received and a letter sent to Braintree District Council asking 



how it proposes to combat these issues with regard to the 




revised Warden Service.
16.
RICKSTONES ROAD BUS STOP

A report concerning Essex County Council’s proposals to install a formal bus stop in Rickstones Road was received.

Members agreed with Councillor S.J. Goodfellow’s recommendation that the proposed stop at 49 Rickstones Road was acceptable but not the one in the lay-by adjacent to 89/91 Rickstones Road.  Members considered that the parking problems in the area would be exacerbated by making part of the lay-by a bus stop and accordingly suggested that it be installed either before or after the lay-by.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and the location of 



the bus stop at 49 Rickstones Road be approved but not the one 



in the lay-by adjacent to 89/91 Rickstones Road; and the 




suggestion made that it be installed either before or after the 



lay-by.
17.
LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE?

Details of an initiative being run by Essex County Council during 7th – 14th June 2010 were received.

Members were sceptical about the value of such initiatives as litter picking as the area concerned soon returned to being littered.






RESOLVED  That the details be received and noted.
18.
CAB – COMPARISON OF THE ISSUES BROUGHT TO THE CAB  IN 
JANUARY, FEBRUARY AND MARCH 2010

Councillor P.R. Barlow declared a personal interest as a Trustee of the Braintree, Halstead and Witham CAB.
Details from the CAB of the issues they have dealt with in the first quarter of the year were received.  Members considered that the figures vindicated the Town Council’s financial support for the CAB.




RESOLVED  That the details be received and noted.
19.
SATURDAY PARKING

Details of proposed changes to Saturday parking to allow the market to be held in Newland Street were received.

Members welcomed the idea of the market being held in Newland Street but were concerned that permit holders could still use the ‘free’ shoppers’ car park on Saturdays and also the suggestion that consideration should be given in the future to the closure of part of Newland Street.  Members considered that all parking should be free at the weekends to encourage people into the town.





RESOLVED  That the details be received and the proposal to 



relocate the Saturday Market to Newland Street be supported.





RESOLVED  That the District Council be asked to consider 



free car parking in Witham at the weekends to encourage 




people into the town.
20.
PUPPET FESTIVAL


Councillor S.E. Hicks declared a personal interest as his company is a sponsor of the Puppet Festival.


A report on the proposed expenditure for the Puppet Festival was received.

The suggestion was again made that another catering stall be booked but the Town Clerk advised that for health and safety reasons there was no appropriate site for an additional catering van.






RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.


There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.28 p.m.

Councillor Mrs J.M. Money


Chairman
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�




















� Inspector Pitcher is on leave and failed to pass on the Agenda, Acting Inspector Wilson will provide an update.


� The Highways Officer has said that a speed indication sign could be installed at a cost to the Town Council of £6,000.  There is £10,000 in the Highways Budget.





