Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee held 30.3.2010.  Continued.
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Meeting of:
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Present:
Councillors:
Miss
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  (Vice Chairman in the Chair)



Mrs
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B.J.
Fleet






S.J.
Goodfellow





J.C.
Goodman






S.E.
Hicks



Mrs
P.M.
Lee



W.S.
Tearle


Also in attendance:

Cllrs
P.R.
Barlow





M.C.M.Lager


The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting.
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors N. Coughlan, P.A. Heath, 
S.J. Lambourne and Mrs J.M. Money.
80.
MINUTES




RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the 




Community Committee held 25th January 2010 be 





confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
81.
INTERESTS
Councillor J.C. Goodman declared a personal interest in Minute 83 – Police Liaison, as he is employed by Essex Police.
Councillor B.J. Fleet declared a personal interest in Minutes 86(b) - HomeStart Grant Aid, and 86(c) – Witham Carnival Association Grant Aid, as he has given donations to both organisations.  He also declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute 86(h) – Boys Brigade Grant Aid, as it will benefit from the Town Mayor’s Appeal and he is a referee on the grant aid application form.
Councillor M.C.M. Lager declared a personal interest in Minute 86(c) – Witham Carnival Association Grant Aid, as he is a friend of Sandra Howell, the treasurer.

Councillor P.R. Barlow declared a personal interest in Minute 86(e) – CAB Grant Aid, as he is a Trustee of the CAB.

Councillor S.J. Goodfellow declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minutes 86(h) – Boys Brigade Grant Aid, and 86(f) – Witham Brownies Grant Aid, as his children attend these organisations.

Councillor S.E. Hicks declared an interest in Minute 92 – Puppet Festival, as his company is involved in sponsorship of the event.

Councillor Miss L. Barlow declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute 86(h) – Boys Brigade Grant Aid, as she had assisted in the grant aid application to the Witham Local Committee.
82.
QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
The Chairman asked for questions or statements from the members of the press and public present.
Mr Paul Hart, District Manager of the CAB, talked about the two applications for grant aid that would be considered later in the Meeting.  
He said that the Money Advice Service had been supported by the Town Council for a number of years.  In the past, three members of staff were employed on a part time basis but at present this was reduced to two because of uncertainty in funding.  The service is also funded by Essex County Council which is subject to negotiation at the moment.  He spoke of successful outcomes of the service with clients avoiding homelessness, achieving debt relief orders and assistance through the mortgage rescue scheme.
Mr Hart spoke of the Telephone Advice Service project that had been set up at the instigation of the Town Council in November last year.  He explained that there was a difficulty with clients gaining access to the CAB and the new service had assisted greatly.  He understood the Town Council’s difficulty and its need to prioritise funding.
The Chairman thanked Mr Hart for his comments.

83.
POLICE LIAISON

Councillor J.C. Goodman had declared a personal interest.


The Chairman explained that apologies had been received from Inspector Pitcher and Sergeant Wilson who were on annual leave but welcomed PCSOs Jackie Bardsley and Michelle Eaton to the Meeting.

A response to the Town Council’s questions was tabled.


(a)
Matters raised by Members


(i)
Speeding Vehicles – Gershwin Boulevard

A letter was received from Essex County Council explaining that as roundabouts are installed along Gershwin Boulevard resulting speeds will be reduced.  Police had also undertaken to carry out further speed checks.  Members understood that legislation did not allow for 30 mph repeater signs being installed but considered that roundels on the road surface should be considered along with other appropriate signs such as ‘Kill your speed’, children at play or illuminated signs that advise drivers of their speed.





RESOLVED  That the letter be received and Essex County 



Council asked to install other signage that would reduce 




speeds on Gershwin Boulevard.

(ii)
Mill Lane

Councillor P.R. Barlow had raised the issue of noise nuisance and minor vandalism from late night/early morning revellers in Mill Lane, particularly at the weekends.  He said that residents had not reported incidents to police as no action had been taken in the past but he advised them to do so in the future.

Jackie Bardsley explained that PCSOs were unable to work beyond midnight but enquiries would be undertaken to ascertain the level of the problem and she would report back to the Town Council.


(iii)
Crime on Industrial Estates

Councillor M.C.M. Lager had asked the Police to comment on crime on the industrial estates and whether the Town Council can assist in combating it.  Members were pleased with the Police report and congratulated them on their success.

(iv)
CCTV

Members were very concerned that the Police considered the pictures they were receiving through the new CCTV system were of poor quality.  Enquiries had been undertaken and it was realised that the Police had not installed the necessary equipment to receive the good quality pictures that were being monitored 24/7 and recorded at Chelmsford.



(v)
Templars Estate

Councillor N.D. Scales had asked that the problems on Templars Estate be raised and police asked to comment on the steps they are taking to reassure residents and whether temporary CCTV cameras would assist the situation.  It was agreed that PC White should be contacted as suggested.  Members considered that residents were not encouraged to attend the Witham North Neighbourhood Action Panel to discuss their concerns.


It was reported that following the article in the local press, Braintree District Council in conjunction with Greenfields Community Housing, will carry out a complete litter sweep of the whole estate and that Essex County Council will be resurfacing the public pathways which will improve the amenity of Templars Estate.





RESOLVED  That a letter be written to Inspector Pitcher 




asking that steps be taken to make the NAP Meetings for 




Witham North more welcoming.

(vi)
Dangerous Dogs

Members had asked whether police will take a zero tolerance stance towards dangerous dogs.  Both the police and the PCSOs present did not consider dangerous dogs to be an issue in the town and it was agreed that the incident in question would be discussed outside of the Meeting.

(vii)
Motorcycle Prevention on Footpath 88


The police had approached Essex County Council asking that some form of motorcycle prevention be installed on footpath 88, suggesting that this be installed near the bridge at Moat Farm Chase.  Members of the Environment Committee had expressed their concern that any form of prevention would also stop mobility scooters being used on the River Walk and that the suggested location is on the edge of the Conservation Area.  Residents are concerned about the misuse of motorcycles in this area.  The Town Clerk advised that a bye law is in place and asked that police patrols be increased and that necessary action taken to confiscate and destroy these machines.

(viii)
Youth Nuisance in Bramble Road

Councillor J.C. Goodman had asked that this matter be raised again as there is a repeat of the youth nuisance in the Bramble Road area.  PCSO Bardsley advised that special patrols would be stepped up for the Easter holidays.

(ix)
Speeding in Powers Hall End and Church Street

Councillor J.C. Goodman had asked if speed checks could be carried out in both Powers Hall End and Church Street.  It was noted that speed checks would be undertaken.

(b)
Funding of Police Community Support Officer Town Centre Post

A report on funding of the Police Community Support Officer in the Town Centre was received.

Members were in praise of the incumbent and the reassurance her presence gave to the public.  It was agreed that the Town Council should part fund this post for a further three years.


RESOLVED  That the report be received and the Town 
Council using its power under Section 77 of the Local 
Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007, 
the Power of Well Being, approves the part funding of the 
PCSO post in the Town Centre for a further three years.

The Chairman thanked PCSOs Bardsley and Eaton for their input into the Meeting.
84.
MILL RACE I.T.

The Chairman welcomed Mrs Jane Rigler to the Meeting.  

The Town Mayor explained that he had been unaware of the work of Mill Race I.T. and suggested that a presentation be given to the Town Council.


Mrs Rigler thanked the Town Council for the opportunity to explain the work undertaken at Mill Race.  She said that the company was set up as a Social Enterprise recycling IT equipment for the community.  It is an integrated workplace where people can gain skills including repairing of equipment and social skills as well as offering affordable goods to the community.  

The project was set up in Chelmsford in 2000, in conjunction with the charity InterAct, to provide recycled computer equipment for Africa.  She explained that 50% of the income comes through trade and 25% of the employees are disadvantaged or long term unemployed.  Mrs Rigler explained that the equipment is subject to WEEE guidelines – Reuse of Waste Electrical, Electronic Equipment, with zero landfill.  She said that equipment is no longer exported to Africa.  

Mrs Rigler spoke of the community benefits of recycling, reuse in the community, work and training opportunities and recently digital inclusion skills.  She said that work placements were set up along with IT Training for the homeless and those in sheltered housing.  She said that in the initial year six schemes giving older people computer access were undertaken and this rose to 23 the following year.  A lottery grant had been obtained and it was hoped that 8,000 older people would benefit.  She explained that community road shows are held giving the public an opportunity to try a taster session.  

Mrs Rigler then spoke of the success of both her staff at turning round their lives and also the company.  She said that Mill Race works in partnership with RDC who are able to assist the community through them.  She said that 14 of the 19 staff employed at present were disadvantaged, 260 trainees had been assisted in finding employment and they had diverted 860 tonnes of equipment that would have gone to landfill.

Computer equipment was being installed at both Podsbrook and Noel Pelly House and it was understood that the elderly residents were enthusiastic and keen to learn.


The Chairman thanked Mrs Rigler for her informative presentation.  

85.
GRANT AID POLICY

A report on Grant Aid Policy was received.

Members discussed the options open to them and after much deliberation and on advice from the Town Clerk, it was agreed that the 50% rule regarding grant aid should be rigorously applied but that Members could have the discretion to waive the rule in exceptional circumstances.  It was agreed that the CAB was a special case and in future it would have a separate budget head.  All annual grants must be submitted by September so they may be considered during the budget Meetings and sufficient funds allocated by the Estimates Sub-Committee.  These grants will be limited to £10,000 and there will be a small grant aid allocation for one-off grants.  It was decided that the grant aid policy should be reviewed annually





RECOMMENDED  That the CAB be treated as a special 




case and in future a separate budget head be agreed. 





RECOMMENDED  That all annual grants must be 




applied for by 30th September so they may be considered 




during the budget Meetings and a grant limit of £10,000 be 




set.






RECOMMENDED  That the rule that a grant of no more 




than 50% of the total costs be rigorously applied.






RECOMMENDED  That a budget be set up for small 




grants, the level and normal limit of which to be agreed at 




budget Meetings.





RECOMMENDED  That the Grant Aid Policy be 





reviewed annually.

86.
GRANT AID REQUESTS

(a)
St. John Ambulance

Members were asked to re-consider the grant aid request from St. John Ambulance.

Members were informed that the Witham Local Committee was also looking at the grant and had asked for further information concerning the exact requirements of the new legislation and trolley.  It was agreed that the matter be deferred whilst further information is sought.  Members also agreed that St John Ambulance may have a collection for donations at the Puppet Festival.






RESOLVED  That the report be received and further 




information sought.

(b)
HomeStart

Councillor B.J. Fleet had declared a personal interest.


A report and grant aid application from HomeStart was received.

Members agreed that a grant of £3,757 should be given to HomeStart.


RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its power 
under Section 77 of the Local Government and Public 
Involvement in Health Act 2007, the 
Power of Well Being, 
approves a grant of £3,757 for HomeStart for the year 
2010/11.

(c)
Witham Carnival Association


Councillors B.J. Fleet and M.C.M. Lager had declared a personal interest.


A report and grant aid request from the Witham Carnival Association was received.


Members agreed that the Carnival Association should be supported.


RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its power 
under Section 77 of the Local Government and Public 
Involvement in Health Act 2007, the Power of Well Being, 

approves a grant of £3,500 for the Witham Carnival 
Association.

(d)
Crittall Bridge Bowls Club


A report and grant aid request was received.

Members agreed that the Crittal Bridge Bowls Club should be supported.


RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its power 
under Section 77 of the Local Government and Public 
Involvement in Health Act 2007, the 
Power of Well Being, 
approves a grant of £1,000 to the Crittall Bridge Bowls 
Club towards the repairs on its Club House roof.

(e)
Citizens Advice Bureau


Councillor P.R. Barlow had declared a personal interest.

A report was received and Members asked to reconsider the grant aid request from the Citizens Advice Bureau.


Members were informed that the Witham Local Committee had approved a grant of £5,250 to fund the Telephone Advice Service for the second half of the year.  It was agreed to give the Citizens Advice Bureau £10,000 towards the Debt Advice Service and £5,000 to fund the Telephone Advice Service for the first half of the year, £15,000 in total.

RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its power 
under Section 142(2A) of the Local Government Act 1972,

approves a grant of £15,000 to the Citizens Advice 
Bureau 
for the year 2010/11.


(f)
Witham Brownies

Councillor S.J. Goodfellow had declared a personal and prejudicial interest and left the Council Chamber.


A report was received and Members asked to reconsider the grant aid request.


Members agreed to give the Witham Brownies £250 towards their travel costs to attend their Centenary Celebrations.


RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its power 
under 
Section 77 of the Local Government and Public 
Involvement in Health Act 2007, the Power of Well Being, 

approves a grant £250 to the Witham Brownies towards 
their travel costs to their Centenary Celebrations.

Councillor S.J. Goodfellow returned to the Council Chamber.

(g)
Witham United Reformed Church

The 2009 accounts for the Youth Pastor Project were received.

The Town Clerk explained that the Witham United Reformed Church had been given £4,000 last year for the Youth Pastor Project on the understanding that the viability of a Youth Café would also be investigated.  She said that a full report demonstrating good value for money had been requested.





RESOLVED  That the accounts be received.

(h)
The Boys’ Brigade

Councillors Miss L. Barlow, B.J. Fleet and S.J. Goodfellow had declared personal and prejudicial interests and left the Council Chamber.


Councillor Mrs P.M. Lee assumed the Chair.


A report and grant aid request were received.

Members were informed that recommendations had been made to the Witham Local Committee for £3,000 towards the Apprenticeship Scheme, £10,000 towards the purchase of the industrial unit, £2,410 towards the Community Development Project and £1,000 towards the Wood Turning project.  

Members suggested that a donation of £1,000 be made to the Boys’ Brigade but if the expected funding from the Witham Local Committee is not forthcoming, it may reapply to the Town Council.





RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its power 




under Section 77 of the Local Government and Public 




Involvement in Health Act 2007, the Power of Well Being, 




approves a grant £1,000 to the Boy’s Brigade for its 




Wood Turning Project for the year 2010/11.

Councillors Miss L. Barlow, B.J. Fleet and S.J. Goodfellow returned to the Council Chamber.


Councillor Miss L. Barlow resumed the Chair.
87.
HERITAGE CENTRE

A report concerning the new kiosk in the Heritage Centre was received.  

It was agreed that the Town Clerk should be delegated to arrange a small reception to mark the official opening of the new facilities in the Heritage Centre.






RESOLVED  That the information be received and a small 



reception organised to mark the official opening of the new 




facilities in the Heritage Centre.
88.
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

A report and the Minutes of the Christmas Lights Meeting were received.

Members were disappointed that it was proposed not to use the crossover this coming year.  The Town Clerk explained that the appropriate fixings for the crossover were not acceptable to the Listed Buildings Officer.  Members asked that the Christmas Lights Group be asked to reconsider its decision and make enquiries to ascertain whether it would be possible to have the crossover erected this coming Christmas.






RESOLVED  That the report be received and the 





Christmas Lights Group asked to investigate further the 




possibility of a crossover this year.
89.
HEALTH CARE PROVISION IN WITHAM

The Minutes of the Meeting with representatives from local GP Surgeries held on 28th January 2010 were received.


Whilst Members considered it useful to be informed of the facilities that GPs aspired to, it was pointed out that the District Council had resolved 18 months ago to press for additional medical facilities for Witham.  The suggestion was made that when Southview School moves, the current building will be surplus to requirements and could be used as a purpose built outpatients clinic.





RESOLVED  That Braintree District Council be asked to 




support the resolution to improve further the GP service in 




Witham and to press the Primary Care Trust to bring more 




services into the community of the town, as those provided 




elsewhere in the district.






RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received.
90.
VISITOR INFORMATION

Visitor information figures for January and February 2010 were received.





RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
91.
COMMUNITY WARDEN’S REPORT

The Community Warden’s Report for December 2009 and January 2010 was received.






RESOLVED  That the Report be received and noted.

92.
PUPPET FESTIVAL

Councillor S.E. Hicks had declared a personal interest.


A new budget was tabled.


The Town Clerk advised that reduced fees were being charged by some puppeteers and that if space permitted another appropriate catering stall would be booked.






RESOLVED  That the budget be received and information 



noted.
93.
CONTINENTAL MARKET

Members were informed that the Markets’ Manager and the newly appointed Town Centre Manager were considering organising a Continental Market on 10th September 2010, a week before the Puppet Festival.


Members agreed that this was not a sensible decision and that the Managers be asked to organise another date as both events would suffer.






RESOLVED  That the Markets’ Manager and newly 




appointed Town Centre Manager be made aware of the 




Town Council’s strong opposition to the proposed 





Continental Market being held the week before the Puppet 




Festival.

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED  That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of Business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest.

Councillor P.R. Barlow left the Council Chamber.
94.
PIGEON MANAGEMENT



A report was received.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
95.
PUBLIC DOMAIN

It was agreed that the item discussed in Private Session should not be moved into the Public Domain.






RESOLVED  That the item discussed in Private Session 




should not be moved into the Public Domain.


There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.57 p.m.

Miss L. Barlow

Chairman


AH/GK8.4.2010
�




















� The Town Clerk has been in contact with Essex Police regarding the quality of pictures being received at the Police Station and a meeting is arranged between the Town Clerk, the Police and representatives from Chelmsford Borough Council monitoring team and the company that installed the system.  This meeting was held on 8th April and a report will be made to the Chairman of the Environment Committee.


� The Boys’ Brigade has asked that the Town Council considers funding the remainder of the Apprenticeship Scheme.


� The Market is being arranged for later in the year.





