Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee held 14.09.09.  Continued.
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APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillor P.A. Heath and Councillor 
Miss L. Barlow explained that she would need to leave the Meeting early.
35.
MINUTES




RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the 




Community Committee held 21st July 2009 be confirmed as 



a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
36.
INTERESTS
Councillor N. Coughlan declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute 41 – Grant Aid, as he is a member of the Templars’ Community Association.
Councillor S.J. Goodfellow declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute 45(b) – Grant Aid, Boys’ Brigade, as his son is a member of that organisation.
Councillor M.C.M. Lager declared a personal interest in Minutes 41 – Grant Aid, Templars’ Community Association, and 45(b) – Grant Aid, Boys’ Brigade, as he knows the applicants.

Councillor J.C. Goodman declared a personal interest in Minute 38 – Police Liaison, as he is employed by Essex Police.

Councillor Mrs P.M. Lee declared a personal interest in Minute 38 - Police Liaison, as she is affected by speeding vehicles in Gershwin Boulevard.  

Councillor Miss L. Barlow declared a personal interest in Minute 45(b) – Grant Aid, Boys Brigade, as she knows the applicant.

Councillor B.J. Fleet declared a personal interest in Minute 45(b) – Grant Aid, Boys Brigade, as he knows the applicant and the Boys’ Brigade is the recipient of the Town Mayor’s Charity for 2009/10.

Councillor S.J. Lambourne reminded Members that he is the Town Council representative on the CAB Trustee’s Board.
Later in the Meeting Councillor P.R. Barlow declared personal interests in Minutes 42 – A Future for our Town, as he is a Trustee of the Witham Community Partnership Board and the CAB, 46 – Health, as he is a non-executive Member of the East of England Ambulance Trust, and 47 - CAB, as he is a Trustee of its Board.
37.
QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

The Chairman asked for questions and statements from the members of press and 
public present.


Mr Paul Sheath, of Britten Crescent, raised the issue of speeding vehicles in 
Gershwin Boulevard and in particular young people racing.  He was concerned that 
children’s lives would be in danger when the new school is built and suggested 
speed bumps or other traffic calming measures.


Miss Valerie Ahern, Chair of the Templars Community Association, explained that 
this Christmas instead of a children’s party it had been decided, as there had been a 
number of problems on the estate, to hold an event to bring the community together.  
£1,000 had been raised but a further £800 was required to provide a hog roast, 
children’s entertainment for 2.5 hours with a lucky bag for each child and additional 
refreshments.  She hoped that the Town Council would look favourably on the grant 
aid application.

Councillor N. Coughlan spoke from the floor as a member of the Templars 
Community Association.  He referred to the problems on the estate and the 
reluctance of residents to report crimes to the police and the resulting low detection 
rate.  He said that the event would involve the police, Greenfields Community 
Housing and the District Council.  It was hoped that residents would gain 
confidence from this event to report crime.
38.
POLICE LIAISON

Councillor J.C. Goodman had declared a personal interest.


The Chairman welcomed Inspector Mick Pitcher and Police Community Support Officer, Jackie Bardsley, to the Meeting.


(a)
Parking on the Footway
Inspector Pitcher explained that he had responded to the Town Council’s concerns and that parking on the footway is not an offence unless the parking is restricted due to yellow lines etc or the vehicle is causing an obstruction.

(b)
Speeding Vehicles – Allectus Way and King Edward Way
Inspector Pitcher explained that speed traps had been undertaken at the above location but he had not yet received the results.  He said that motor cycle units travelling to and from the police station will deal with any incidents of speeding that they come across but he hoped to utilise the motor cycle unit for the area on a regular basis.

(c)
Penhaligon Court – Serious Incident

Copy emails relating to the serious incident that occurred outside Penhaligon Court on 31st August 2009 were received.
Inspector Pitcher said that he had responded to the emails personally.  He shared resident’s concerns regarding disorder and violence; and undertook to take all necessary steps to prevent such behaviour.  He had suggested to residents that they should attend the meeting of the Neighbourhood Action Panel to raise their concerns.  The local Police Community Support Officer had also been made aware of the problems.

The Town Clerk explained that a CCTV camera has now been installed in Guithavon Street which will be an integral tool for police as they will be able to gain access to images at closing time for pubs and clubs.  Final adjustments are currently being made.
Inspector Pitcher welcomed the news and was pleased that the images will be monitored live at Chelmsford by professional staff.

(d)
Stevens Road

Councillor P.A. Heath had asked that the anti-social behaviour and incidents of vehicles causing obstruction in Stevens Road be raised.  It was agreed in Councillor Heath’s absence that the issues would be raised outside of the Meeting.

(e)
Gershwin Boulevard

Councillor Mrs P.M. Lee had declared a personal interest.

Councillor Mrs P.M. Lee had asked that action be taken with regard to speeding vehicles in Gershwin Boulevard.  Inspector Pitcher said that details would be passed to the mobile support vehicles and the speed gun would also be used.  It was agreed later in the Meeting to ask for this matter to be referred to the Joint Traffic Management Liaison Meeting with a view to 30 mph repeater signs being erected and information strips being installed to ascertain the speed of vehicles using the road.
(f)
Braintree Road/Albert Road
Councillor P.R. Barlow had asked for clarification concerning the start of the one way system in Braintree Road as there have been a number of incidents since the de-restriction of the lay-by when vehicles turning from Albert Road come into conflict with vehicles reversing from the lay-by to drive towards the railway bridge.
Inspector Pitcher suggested that this was a Highways issue and it was agreed to write to Essex County Council asking that it be raised at the next Joint Traffic Management Liaison Meeting to be held 6th October 2009.

Finally the Chairman asked whether Inspector Pitcher had any comments relating to the skateboard park.  Inspector Pitcher was unaware of any issues but would check with the appropriate Neighbourhood Policing team.
Members asked that their thanks be passed on to Police Constable Jerry White for his hard work in North Ward following anti-social behaviour and the subsequent apprehension of several young people.  The Chairman thanked Inspector Pitcher for attending the Meeting.
39.
SKATEBOARD PARK


A report was received concerning the Skateboard Park.

Members discussed the proposals by the District Council to edge the new skateboard bowl with tarmac and fence the area for safety reasons.  On balance it was considered that the Town Council should make a contribution to the costs and agreed to pay for the tarmac to be installed although a further quotation should first be sought.  Members agreed that the police should be asked to comment with regard to the proposed CCTV and costings obtained.  It was considered that street lighting would be more appropriate than floodlighting but the Town Clerk pointed out that installing the power supply to the column could prove expensive.





RESOLVED  That the report be received.





RESOLVED  That the District Council be asked to seek a 




further quotation to tarmac the edge of the skateboard bowl 




and that the Town Council using its powers under Section 




19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) 




Act 1976, agrees to pay a maximum sum of up to £9,850 to 



tarmac the edge of the skateboard park and to link with 




other equipment.





RESOLVED  That enquiries be made of the police 





regarding the use of CCTV at the skateboard park and 




costings sought.





RESOLVED  That quotations be sought to install street 




lighting, on a timer, at the skateboard park.
40.
LUNCHEON CLUB


A report was received about the possible relocation of the Luncheon Club.


Councillor M.C.M. Lager explained the reasoning as to why this item was on the Agenda as it was considered that the new, purpose built Helen House would be the natural centre for the Luncheon Club.

Members were concerned that this had been raised without first consulting the Luncheon Club.  Members disputed that the Town Hall was not purpose built as there were kitchen facilities, the building was disable friendly and in the Town Centre. It was suggested that if the Luncheon Club wished to relocate the Town Council would support the proposal.  

After much discussion it was agreed that the Luncheon Club would be asked to consult its clients and if they opposed the scheme, no further action would be taken.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and the 





Luncheon Club asked to consult its clients with regard to a 




proposal to possibly relocate to the new Helen House at 




River View and if there is any opposition to the scheme, no 



further action will be taken.

Before leaving the Meeting, Councillor Miss L. Barlow asked it be noted that the Cabinet 2012 Group might be able to give assistance for funding of the Puppet Festival from 2011 and she wished to give her support for the grant aid application from the Boys’ Brigade as she considered that they do sterling work.

41.
GRANT AID – TEMPLARS’ COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION


Councillor N. Coughlan had declared a personal and prejudicial interest and left the Council Chamber.  Councillor M.C.M. Lager had declared a personal interest.

A report and a grant aid request from Templars’ Community Association were received.


Members were impressed with the presentation and agreed to support the application but were mindful that there were insufficient funds in the budget.  Members were informed that Councillor N. Coughlan had agreed to oversee the planning of the event.


The Town Clerk suggested that money be vired from the Parks and Open Spaces budget.





RESOLVED  That £500 be vired from the Parks and Open 



Spaces budget to the Donations Budget.
RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its powers under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 should incur the following item of expenditure which in the opinion of the Town Council is in the interests of the area and its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with expenditure.





RESOLVED  That a grant of £500 be given to the 





Templars’ Community Association for the Community 




Event and that Councillor N. Coughlan oversees the 




planning.

Councillor P.R. Barlow was absent from the Council Chamber during part of the discussion of the above item.


Councillor N. Coughlan returned to the Council Chamber.


Councillor B.J. Fleet left the Meeting at this point.

42.
A FUTURE FOR OUR TOWN


During this item, Councillor P.R. Barlow declared personal interests in the Witham Community Partnership Trust and the Citizens Advice Bureau.


The following reports were received:-
· Report for Community Committee

· Supplementary Report

· Budget Implications.


Members were informed that the reports deal with the unfinished business arising from the Town Survey, set out the aspirations of the Community Committee and form the basis of the budget bid.


It was agreed that a letter should be sent to the Newlands Shopping Centre concerning the closed play area.






RESOLVED  That a letter be sent to the Newlands 





Shopping Centre asking that urgent action be taken with 




regard the closed play area for children.

Members discussed the Community Hall survey undertaken by the District Council and the attempts by the Witham Community Partnership to take over the running of the Public Hall saving £11,000 in business rates.  The Public Hall costs £45,000 per annum to run and even with the reduction in business rates, this sum would be difficult to recoup, however a business plan is proposed in conjunction with another organisation and a decision can then be made on the basis of informed research.  It was understood that the community halls in the main were underused but the feeling of the Meeting was that they were too expensive to hire and a number of community groups would be willing to run them.

Members were supportive of the value given by volunteer organisations such as the Citizens Advice Bureau and spoke of the importance of all tiers of local government continuing to support financially.


The comment was made that there needed to be sufficient litter bins of the correct size to ensure that the town remained tidy.





RESOLVED  That the reports be received and accepted as 




the basis of the budget bid.
43.
PUPPET FESTIVAL

Budget figures for the Puppet Festival were received.

The Town Clerk explained that preparations for the Puppet Festival were on course and that media interest had been received.





RESOLVED  That budget figures be received and 





information noted.

Whilst the above matter was being discussed Councillor Mrs P.M. Lee was absent from the Council Chamber.
44.
TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE


Tourist Information figures for July and August 2009 were received and Members noted that visitor numbers increased in July due to the number of box offices operated and the Colchester Military Festival was very popular; and in August income from First Bus tickets was up due to annual tickets being purchased for students and Ticketmaster sales up due to V2010 pre-sales.






RESOLVED  That the figures be received and noted.

45.
GRANT AID

(a) WITHAM CARNIVAL ASSOCIATION
Members were informed that a letter of thanks had been received from the Carnival Association for the grant of £3,500.  The Town Clerk confirmed that the accounts for 2008/2009 are in order.




RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.

(b)
THE BOYS’ BRIGADE

Councillor S.J. Goodfellow had declared a personal and prejudicial interest and left the Council Chamber.  Councillors Miss L. Barlow, B.J. Fleet and M.C.M. Lager had declared personal interests.
A report and grant aid application from the 2nd Witham Company of the Boys’ Brigade were received.
Members agreed to support this application and the Town Clerk advised that the money could be vired from the Parks and Open Spaces budget.





RESOLVED  That £1,750 be vired from the Parks and 



Open Spaces budget to the Donations budget.




RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its powers 



under Section 19(e) of the Local Government 




(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 gives a grant of 



£1,750 to the 2nd Witham Company of the Boys’ Brigade 



towards subsistence and accommodation costs for the Gap 



Year volunteer.

Councillor S.J. Goodfellow returned to the Council Chamber.


(c)
HOMESTART

Members were informed that the audited accounts from HomeStart for 2008/2009 have been received and the Town Clerk has confirmed that they are in order.





RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.

(d)
TEMPLARS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

This matter had been dealt with at Minute 41. 
46.
HEALTH PROVISION


Councillor P.R. Barlow had declared a personal interest.


The Minutes of the Meeting of the Witham Local Committee held 13th August 2009 at which the Primary Care Trust advised of plans to invest in NHS buildings and develop services in Witham; and a letter from Mid Essex NHS relating to the Health Service Review Workshop held on 26th February 2009 were received.

Members were disappointed as it was considered that the Primary Care Trust was giving an optimistic view when mostly it was planning services that may be introduced rather than firm decisions or completed installations.  Members cited examples of oncology clinics and physiotherapy that would benefit from being held locally.  


After some discussion it was agreed that enquiries should be made seeking the number of patients living in the CM8 postcode that are required to attend oncology clinics and other services.





RESOLVED  That the Minutes and letter be received and 




noted.






RESOLVED  That enquiries be made seeking the 





following information –

· The number of patients living in the CM8 postcode area that attend oncology clinics and other local clinics held in Maldon

· What consultant led services are held in Witham at present

· What local medical facilities are in Maldon and why  they are not available in Witham.
47.
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU


Councillor P.R. Barlow had declared a personal interest.


(a)
Reports from the Town Clerk and Mr Paul Hart, CAB Manager were received.

Members were reminded that the Town Council already funds the CAB Debt Line advice service but in the current economic climate these services were over stretched.  Mr Hart had calculated that only 5% of phone calls are answered.  The Town Council therefore explored options with Mr Hart as to how to assist further and he proposed that the gateway assessment approach, similar to medical triage, be applied to the telephone system.

Members discussed whether they would be able to finance a system that could be used by anyone not just Witham residents.





RESOLVED  That the reports be received and noted.

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meeting) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of Business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest.


(b)
Costings for the proposed post were received.

The Town Clerk explained that money could be available through viring of funds for the remaining six months of the financial year and a budget bid could be made for the next financial year.  Although the Power of Well Being could be used in this case it would be unnecessary as the money would be given to the CAB in Witham.  Members agreed to fund the proposed post and to ask the Resources Committee to fund the project.





RESOLVED  That the Community Committee agrees to 




support the funding, for a year, of the post of a 





telephone advisor to offer gateway assessments at a cost of 




£10,357 per annum and that the Resources Committee 




should be asked to find the most appropriate budget head 




from which virement of funds could take place.
48.
TOURIST INFORMATION

A report was received.

(i)
Tourist Information Officer





RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.


(ii)
Computer Equipment

A quotation was received for replacement computer equipment in the Tourist Information Centre.  The Town Clerk explained that the company being used would transfer all the data and programmes required.





RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its powers 




under Section 11 of the Local Government 1972 Act should 



spend £748.60 on computer equipment and services 





provided by Granite Computer Solutions.

(iii)
Uniform

Members agreed that it was unnecessary for staff working in the Tourist Information Centre to wear uniform.






RESOLVED  That staff in the Tourist Information Centre 




will no longer be required to wear a uniform but be 





identified by a badge.
49.
PUBLIC DOMAIN

It was agreed that Minutes 47(b) – Citizens Advice Bureau, 48(ii) – Tourist Information, Computer Equipment and 48(iii) – Tourist Information, Uniform, discussed in Private Session, should be moved into the Public Domain.






RESOLVED  That Minutes 47(b) – Citizens Advice 




Bureau, 48(ii) – Tourist Information, Computer Equipment 




and 48(iii) – Tourist Information, Uniform, discussed in 




Private Session, should be moved into the Public Domain.


There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.46 p.m.

Councillor Mrs J.M. Money


Chairman

AH/GK/18.9.2009
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