Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee held 25-01-2010.  Continued.
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MINUTES
Meeting of:
Community Committee
Date:
Monday, 25th January 2010


Present:
Councillors:
Mrs
J.M.
Money

(Chairman)






N. 
Coughlan
(arrived 7.32 p.m.)





B.J.
Fleet







J.C.
Goodman







P.A.
Heath





S.E.
Hicks

APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Miss L. Barlow, Mrs P.A. 
Brunton, S.J. Goodfellow and Mrs P.M. Lee.

66.
MINUTES




RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the 




Community Committee held 23rd November 2009 be 




confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
67.
INTERESTS

Councillor J.C. Goodman declared a personal interest in Minute 69 – Police 
Liaison, as he is employed by Essex Police.


Councillor N. Coughlan arrived at the Meeting.

68.
QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

There was no member of the press or public present.
69.
POLICE LIAISON

Councillor J.C. Goodman had declared an interest.


The Chairman welcomed Police Constable Jerry White to the Meeting.

Councillor J.C. Goodman explained that the two issues he had raised originated from the Witham South Neighbourhood Action Panel.  

(a) Mini Motos
PC White said that there had been a large number of complaints from residents of the Stevens Road area.  Section 59 notices had been issued to those using mini motos and if caught again their machines would be confiscated.  45 man hours had been spent this month and the issue seems to have been resolved however a quad bike is being used and if caught the driver will likewise be issued with a notice.
(b) Community Warden Van
PC White explained that whilst the local PCSOs are fully trained to use the Community Warden van, it is understood that because of the District Council review of the warden service, the van is no longer being used at present by PCSOs.
(c) Speeding Vehicles
PC White said that cameras had been installed in Gershwin Boulevard for a period 
of five days to monitor the speed of vehicles.  11,576 vehicles had been logged with 
50% travelling at speeds of between 35 and 45 mph, most typically at 35 mph.  The 
data had been sent to Essex County Council on 27th November 2009 but there had 
been no response.  It was agreed that the matter should be referred to the Joint 
Traffic Management Liaison Meeting.




RESOLVED  That the issue of speeding vehicles in 





Gershwin Boulevard be referred to the Joint Traffic 






Management Liaison Meeting.
(d)

Police Community Support Officers

The Town Clerk explained that she had just received a letter from Essex Police regarding the original joint funded PCSO post for the town centre. She said that the three year contract for one PCSO will come to an end on 30th June 2010 and Members will need to decide whether to renew the contract.  The annual charge for a PCSO post is £15,257, reviewed annually.

It was agreed to write to Chief Inspector Lee inviting comments with regard to the value of the PCSO joint funded post for the town centre and the matter reviewed at the next Meeting.






RESOLVED  That a letter be sent to Chief Inspector Lee 




seeking comments on the PCSO post and the matter 




considered at the next Meeting.





RESOLVED  That the report be received.

The Chairman thanked PC White for attending the Meeting.
70.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT


The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.

The Town Clerk explained that some of the original boards in the Heritage Centre were being refurbished so that they could be mounted either on the wall or to cover the concertina display boards when they are stored against the wall.  The work in the Heritage Centre was within budget.




RESOLVED  That the Report be received and noted.
71.
YOUTH CAFÉ


A progress report on the proposed Youth Café was received.

Members noted that meetings had been held with pupils at the Academies who were enthusiastic about the project.  Comment was made that those difficult to reach teenagers, who really needed something to do, should have their needs addressed first.  It was agreed that the location of the proposed café was paramount to its success.  

The Town Clerk said that a visit had been arranged to the Harlow Youth Café and money from the budget would be used to hire a minibus.  


It was agreed to await a further report from Dr Sollis before considering setting up a Working Party.





RESOLVED  That the progress report be received and a 


further report awaited.
72.
COMMUNITY WARDEN
(a) Report

The Community Warden’s report for October 2009 was received and the November 2009 report tabled.

Members noted that the substantial increase in graffiti and anti-social behaviour.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.

(b)
Service

A report on the future of the Community Warden Service was received.

Members agreed to await the outcome of the District Council Cabinet Meeting.






RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
73.
TOURIST INFORMATION

(a) Figures


Tourist Information figures for November and December 2009 were received.

The Town Clerk advised that with the increase in income from agencies, the presentation of figures would need to be reviewed in the new Financial Year.






RESOLVED  That the figures be received and noted.
(b) Box Office Operation

A report was received on Box Office operations.
Members agreed with Option 2 but asked that the Town Clerk have discretion to waive the £10 standard charge when there were only limited sales, citing as an example, the scouts who sold just £58 of postage stamps at Christmas.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and a standard 




charge of £10, to cover administrative costs, be made to 




operate charity box offices, with the Town Clerk to have 




discretion to waive this fee, and all other box offices be 




operated on a 10% commission charge on ticket sales to 




cover the costs of cheque and card payments.
74.
WITHAM LEISURE CENTRE


A report was received regarding the Witham Leisure Centre consultation.

Members were concerned that ultimately the town would have reduced facilities but recognised that it was necessary now to await the outcome of the consultation.






RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
75.
TEMPLARS’ COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION


Councillor N. Coughlan gave a report of the Christmas Community Event held by the Templars’ Community Association.

He explained that despite the bitterly cold weather, over 200 people attended the event.  Both the Police and Greenfields Community Housing were in attendance to encourage residents to report crime.   He said that the event was a success and he paid tribute to Miss Valerie Ahern and PCSO Danny Spence who were the organisers.  It was agreed to write and congratulate them both.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and letters of 




congratulations are sent to Miss Valerie Ahern, Chair of the 



Templars Community Association and PCSO Danny 




Spence.
76.
GRANT AID
(a) Citizens Advice Bureau
A report and grant aid requests for the Money Advice Service and the new Telephone Advice Service were received.

Members were mindful that the CAB had asked for a total of £20,250, over two 
thirds of next year’s Community Support budget.  It was agreed that the matter 
should be deferred until the next Meeting on 30th March 2010 to allow Mr Paul 
Hart, Manager of the CAB, to present his case.

Members discussed the valuable service afforded by the CAB but the suggestion 
was made that it would be more appropriate for the District Council to fund this 
district wide organisation.  

It was recognised that the situation was dire and funds over allocated before the 
start of the Financial Year.  The Town Clerk reported that a PCSO was planning a 
community event for the Humber Road Residents Association and was proposing to 
ask for £1,500.  She had spoken to Mr Ellis of the Twinning Association who had 
requested that the Town Council pay a deposit of £300 to Fairplay House, for 
accommodation, at this time but there were no remaining funds available in the 
budget.  It was hoped that the grant for the Ladies Football Tournament could be 
reduced by fund 
raising.  Members reported that there would be a second fund 
raising event this coming Friday and a meeting had been arranged with the Ladies 
Football Team and the Essex County Football Association.


The Town Clerk also reported on the Puppet Festival and a £1,000 deficit after 
using reserves.  She said that there would be no money to run the New Rickstones 
Academy week-long workshop and this would need to be cancelled unless the 
academy came up with the required £3,000 funding.  It was understood that Essex 
County Council might charge legal fees for the road closure and this would add to 
the burden.

It was agreed wise not to allocate any funds at this stage until further discussion.  
Applications would need to be revisited to ensure that organisations raise at least 
50% of the grant from other sources and applicants should show a commitment by 
fund raising themselves.  It was suggested by a Member that rather than disappoint 
groups, all donations should be proportionally reduced or indeed capped.





RESOLVED  That a decision be deferred and Mr Paul 





Hart invited to attend the next Community Committee 





Meeting to present his case.
(b) Witham Brownies

A report and a grant aid request from Witham Brownies were received.

Members were informed that the Brownies were able to attend their centenary celebrations in Skegness last weekend.  It was agreed that as it had been necessary for the Brownies to use their reserves, they would be asked to provide information regarding the actual transport costs and consideration given at the next Meeting to make a donation of £250.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and a modified 




grant aid form be requested detailing actual costs for 




transport.
77.
HALL HIRE CHARGES

Proposed hall hire charges for 2010/11 were received.

The Town Clerk advised that the Town Council was required, by the auditors, to review the hire charges annually.  She explained that energy costs had increased along with non-domestic rates but that everyone was struggling which was reflected in the reduction of hall bookings.  Increases had therefore been kept to a minimum.  


Members discussed the suggestion that the cost of the use of the cooking facilities should rise from £1.00 to £2.50 an hour but as the Luncheon Club was the main user, it was agreed not to increase these charges.  A suggestion was also made that the Town Clerk has the discretion to reduce charges to obtain a booking.




RESOLVED  That the proposed hall hire charges for 


2010/11 be agreed and that the Town Clerk be given 


discretion to reduce the charges to obtain a booking.
78.
CONSULTATION ON PROPOSAL TO AMALGAMATE TEMPLARS INFANT AND NURSERY SCHOOL AND TEMPLARS JUNIOR SCHOOL TO FORM A COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL

A report was received concerning the proposal to amalgamate Templars Infant and Nursery School and Templars Junior School to form a Community Primary School.

It was noted that the successful Infant and Nursery School would be taking over the less successful Junior School.  Members considered that this would be a logical way to raise standards and should be supported.  






RESOLVED  That the report be received and the 





proposal to amalgamate the two schools be supported.
79.
OUTDOOR GYM

An email was received from Braintree District Council concerning the ‘Outdoor Gym’ fitness equipment donated by the Mid Essex NHS that will be installed at Spa Road open space the week commencing 25th January 2010. 

Members welcomed the information.






RESOLVED  That the information be received and 




welcomed.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 8.45 p.m.

Councillor Mrs J.M. Money

Chairman
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� Insp Pitcher and Sgt Wilson are arranging a meeting with the Town Clerk in the next two weeks.





